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St James Station celebrates 90 years of service 

This weekend St James Station and the city underground will celebrate 90 years since its 
official opening with a number of heritage events, including F1 vintage electric train shuttles 
and a heritage display at St James Station. 

Howard Collins, Chief Executive of Sydney Trains, said “the city underground and St James 
Station has seen tens of millions of passengers since it opened in December 1926. 

“For the first 6 years of operation, St James Station was the end of the line for the rail network. 
For the next 24 years it also served as the end of the line for the Bankstown, East Hills and 
Illawarra lines and contained sidings and turnbacks to operate the network. 

“During this time, the unused tunnels south of St James Station were reinforced and used as 
air raid shelters during World War II. It’s rumoured that General Macarthur had his 
headquarters deep in those tunnels. 

“Since then, St James Station has retained its invaluable heritage attraction under the care of 
Sydney Trains, whilst remaining a vital part of Sydney’s everyday public transport network. 

“To celebrate the history of St James and the city underground, we’ve held a ballot for 21 lucky 
people to win double passes to tour the air raid shelters and be taken back in time.  

“We had well over 12,000 entries to the ballot which is testament to the recognised heritage 
value of St James’ history to the people of Sydney. 

“It’s an incredible experience and it’s our duty as custodians of this piece of history to not only 
protect it, but to share it sustainably with the people of Sydney. 

“These lucky winners will see graffiti from soldiers who worked in the tunnels and see the Hyde 
Park fig tree roots making their way through blast-resistant walls where explosives couldn’t,” 
Mr Collins said. 

Transport Heritage NSW will also be operating six shuttle return services from St James 
station to Erskineville on Saturday 10 December 2016. 



“The F1 vintage electric train is synonymous with Sydney’s public transport and will be 
reminiscent of times past for many Sydneysiders,” Mr Collins said. 

“It has been meticulously restored by volunteers at Historic Electric Traction, Transport 
Heritage NSW and Sydney Trains 

“It’s a day to be transported back to another century, riding a vintage electric ‘red rattler’ into St 
James Station where a heritage display will be available to all,” Mr Collins said. 
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Note to editors: Sydneysiders can visit St James Station to view the heritage display on the 
main platforms from 10:00am-2:00pm on Saturday 10 December 2016. Tickets for the six 
vintage electric train shuttle runs on the same day can be purchased at www.sydneytrains.info 
or http://www.transportheritagensw.com.au/vintage-electric 

Note to editors: Please find attached the original photo from the opening of St James Station 

on December 20, 1926 and re-enactment photo with the Sydney Trains executive taken 
Thursday 8 December 2016. 
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Opening of St James Station on December 20, 1926

Sydney Trains executive re-enactment on December 8, 2016
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