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General 
Standards Australia has released AS 1742.12:2017, Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices – Part 12: 
Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes.  
All road agencies across Australasia have agreed to adopt the Austroads Guide to Traffic Management to 
ensure a level of consistency and harmonisation across all jurisdictions. The agreement means that the 
Austroads Guide and the Australian Standards which are referenced in them (including AS 1742.12:2017) 
become technical references for use within Transport for NSW (‘Transport’). 

Application of supplement 

This supplement is issued to clarify, add to, or modify the AS 1742.12:2017, Manual of Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices – Part 12: Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes. 
Transport implements the principles in the AS 1742.12:2017, with variations documented in this 
supplement under the following categories: 

• Departures (Legislative): Transport practices that depart from AS 1742.12:2017, due to State-based
legislative requirements.

• Departures (Transport process): Transport practices that depart from AS 1742.12:2017, due to
Transport process.

• Additional Information: Technical information and practices set out in Transport authored guides,
manuals, technical directions and/or other reference material, which enhance or complement the AS
1742.12:2017.

The variations listed in the Supplement prevail as the accepted standard for the Transport for NSW road 
network in New South Wales. 
For other associated supplements see the Transport for NSW, formerly Roads and Maritime (‘RMS’) 
supplement for Austroads Guide to Traffic Management and Transport for NSW supplement for Austroads 
Guide to Road Design. 
For enquiries about this supplement please email: Traffic.Engineering@transport.nsw.gov.au 

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/supplements-austroads-guides/traffic-management.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/supplements-austroads-guides/traffic-management.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/supplements-austroads-guides/road-design.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/supplements-austroads-guides/road-design.html
mailto:Traffic.Engineering@transport.nsw.gov.au
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Robert O’Keefe, Manager 
Traffic Policies, Guidelines 
& Legislation 

Note: Where previous supplement updates did not impact this part, they have not been included in this 
document history.  
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List of supplements to AS 1742.12:2017, Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices – 
Part 12: Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes 

Reference Section Category Supplements to Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices – Part 12: 
Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes 

General  Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

Transport practice for traffic signs is provided in the Traffic Sign register. 
The Transport Traffic Sign register contains all approved signage that must 
be used within the Transport road infrastructure network. Where 
inconsistencies between signs identified in AS 1742.12 and the Traffic Sign 
register exist, the Transport Traffic Sign register prevails. 
All non-standard signs must be approved by Technical Services. 

 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for bus, tram and truck lanes is provided in the 
following reference documents:  
• Section 4 Longitudinal Markings and Section 9 Messages on 

Pavements (including bus lane treatments) in the Delineation guide; 
• TTD2020/002 Bus Lane Delineation; and 
• Traffic Signal Design guide. 

Section 4 Additional 
Information 

Complementary terms and definitions are: 
T-way Lanes: special purpose lane restricted for use by authorised T-way 
vehicles only. Practice for T-way Lanes is inferred from the NSW Road 
Rules, see Road Rule 157-1. 
Light Rail: used to describe the tram vehicle, network and services.  
Tram: used in the NSW Road Rules and related standards for traffic and 
safety signage associated with light rail, e.g. traffic signs and variable 
message signs. 

4.10 Departure 
(Legislative) 

Practice for Tram Only Lanes is provided in NSW Road Rules 155A and 
158. 
A summary of practice is: Trams, tram recovery vehicles, public buses and 
special purpose vehicles are permitted to use Tram Only lanes (Tramways). 

Section 5 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for retro-reflective and fluorescent products, and 
installation and location of signs is provided in: 
• QA Specification 3400 – Manufacture and Delivery of Road Signs; 
• List of approved retro reflective sheeting materials; and 
• QA Specification R143 – Signposting. 

Table 1 Departure 
(Legislative) 
 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of the following signs:  
• Bus Lane (R7-1-1) sign. Rather, R7-1-1-Xn sign series are permitted for 

use. 
• Truck Lane (R7-1-3) sign. 
• Bus Only (R7-8) sign. Rather, R7-8-Xn sign series are permitted for 

use. 
Refer to Traffic Sign register for all Transport approved signage. 

 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of the Merge Left (G9-73(L)) sign.  
Rather, G9-73-1n_l is permitted for use. 
Refer to Traffic Sign register for all Transport approved signage. 

5.2 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

Practice for Bus Lane signage is provided in TTD2020/002 Bus Lane 
Delineation. A summary of practice is: 
• In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Bus Lane (R7-1-1) signs. 

Rather, R7-1-1-Xn sign series are permitted for use in accordance with 
the provisions of TTD2020/002 Bus Lane Delineation; 

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect04v1-2_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/traffic-signal-design.html
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758#sec.157-1
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758#sec.155A
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758#sec.158
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/specifications/3400.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/signage/retro-reflective-sheeting.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/specifications/r143.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
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Reference Section Category Supplements to Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices – Part 12: 
Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes 
• In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Bus Only (R7-8) signs. Rather,

R7-8-Xn sign series are permitted for use; and
• Additional supplementary plates for use in NSW with Bus Lane (R7-1-1-

Xn) signs are detailed in TTD2020/002 Bus Lane Delineation.
Refer to Traffic Sign register for all Transport approved signs. 

Figure 1 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Transit Lane Information 
(unnumbered) sign. 

5.4 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Truck Lanes. Truck Lane (R7-1-3) 
sign is not applicable for use on the NSW State Road network. 

5.5 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Merge Left (G9- 73(L)) signs. 
Rather, G9-73-1n_l is permitted for use. 
Refer to Traffic Sign register for all Transport approved signage. 

Figure 2 Additional 
Information 

Complementary practice for combined signs and supplementary plates is 
provided in the Traffic Sign register. 
All non-standard signs must be approved by Technical Services. 

5.7 Additional 
Information 

Complementary practice for vehicle prohibition signage is: 
• No Trucks (R6-10-2) sign must be used for all vehicles of 4.5 tonnes or

more except buses. Supplementary plate (R9-231) must be added
when a different maximum limit is needed. Refer to Traffic Sign register
for all Transport approved signage.

• Transport practice for load limits/light traffic thoroughfares permits
restricted vehicles to pass the sign if there is no alternate route to their
destination.

• Transport uses Gross Load Limit (R6-4) sign when no exemptions are
warranted (including for council garbage trucks). Refer to Traffic Sign
register for all Transport approved signs.

Section 6 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for pavement markings including longitudinal 
markings, pavement messages and pavement colour is provided in Section 
4 Longitudinal Markings and Section 9 Messages on Pavements (including 
bus lane treatments) of the Delineation guide. 
Complementary material for pavement markings, including longitudinal 
markings, pavement messages and pavement colour in Bus Lanes is 
provided in TTD2020/002 Bus Lane Delineation. 
Complementary material for pavement markings including longitudinal 
markings, pavement messages and pavement colour in Bus Only lanes is 
provided in Section 9 Messages on Pavements (including bus lane 
treatments) of the Delineation guide 
Complementary material for pavement markings and messages in Transit 
lanes is provided in Section 9 Messages on Pavements (including bus lane 
treatments) of the Delineation guide 

Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Truck Lanes. 
Pavement markings and messages for the delineation of Truck Lanes are 
not applicable for use on the NSW State Road network. 

6.1 Additional 
Information 

Complementary practice for delineation of full time or part time Tram Lanes 
is:  
• A continuous yellow line must be marked on the left side of a Tram

Lane in the direction of tram travel, even where this would require the

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect04v1-2_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect04v1-2_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
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Reference Section Category Supplements to Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices – Part 12: 
Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes 

line to be marked against a kerb or other physical barrier.  Refer to 
NSW Road Rule 155 for more information. 

• A continuous yellow line must also be marked on the right side of a
Tram Lane in the direction of tram travel where a lane that is not a tram
lane is directly adjacent and to the right of the Tram Lane.

Complementary practice for delineation of Tram Only lanes is: 
• To deter traffic from crossing a Tram Only lane, a physical structure

should be used to delineate Tram Only lanes (Tramways) where
reasonable risk exists that traffic will cross the Tram Only lane (e.g.
where driveways are present and a break in the Tram Only lane has not
been provided).

6.2.1 Additional 
Information 

Complementary practice for pavement messages in Tram Only lanes 
(Tramways) is: TRAM ONLY pavement message must be marked in Tram 
Only lanes in accordance with standard drawings: 
• Tram Only_curved_alignment;
• Tram_Only_signalised_leg; and
• Tram_Only_stop_line.
These pavement markings must be marked at the start of Tram Only lanes, 
and on the approach and departure of an intersection.  
Refer to the Traffic Sign register for Tram Only pavement marking standard 
drawings. 

6.3 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for pavement colour is provided in: 
• TTD2020/002 Bus Lane Delineation;
• Section 9 Messages on Pavements (including bus lane treatments) of

the Delineation guide; and 
• Section 12 Pavement Markings for Bicycle Facilities of the Delineation

guide. 

Section 7 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of some signs identified in AS 1742.12. 
Practice is provided in the supplements to Section 5 (this document). 

Additional 
Information 

Complementary practice for pavement markings including longitudinal 
markings, pavement messages and pavement colour is provided in the 
supplements to Section 6 (this document). 

7.2 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

Practice for spacing of signs and pavement markings in Transit Lanes and 
Bus Only lanes is provided in Section 9 Messages on Pavements (including 
bus lane treatments) of the Delineation guide.  

Figure 5 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Bus Lane (R7-1-1) signs. Rather, 
Bus Lane (R7-1-1-Xn) sign series is permitted for use. 

Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for pavement markings, messages and colour in 
Bus Lanes is provided in TTD2020/002 Bus Lane Delineation. A summary 
of practice is: 
• Continuous red and white lane lines must be used for full time Bus

Lanes;
• Broken, special purpose red and white lane lines must be used for part

time Bus Lanes;

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758#sec.155
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/signage/trafficsigns/pdf/tram_only_curved_alignment.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/signage/trafficsigns/pdf/tram_only_signalised_leg.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/signage/trafficsigns/pdf/tram_only_stop_line.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
https://roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect12v11_i.pdf
https://roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
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Reference Section Category Supplements to Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices – Part 12: 
Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes 
• Oblique continuity lines may be used across the start of a full time Bus 

Lane; and 
• Red pavement marking must appear as patches that envelop the Bus 

Lane pavement message. However, where known compliance issues 
exist, red pavement marking may be used for the entire length of a Bus 
Lane. 

Figure 6 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Bus Lane (R7-1-1) signs. Rather, 
Bus Lane (R7-1-1-Xn) sign series is permitted for use. 

 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for pavement markings, messages and colour in 
Bus Lanes is provided in TTD2020/002 Bus Lane Delineation. A summary 
of practice is: 
• Continuous red and white lane lines are used for full time Bus Lanes; 
• Broken, special purpose red and white lane lines are used for part time 

Bus Lanes; 
• Red pavement marking must appear as patches that envelop the Bus 

Lane pavement message. However, where known compliance issues 
exist, red pavement marking may used for the entire length of a Bus 
Lane; and 

• Bus Lane Vehicles Excepted (R9-239n) sign must accompany left turn 
pavement arrows whenever exception of all legal Bus Lane vehicles is 
required. Buses Excepted (R9-2) sign must only be used to except 
buses i.e. in a Bus Only lane.  

Figure 7 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Bus Only (R7-8) signs. Rather, Bus 
Lane (R7-8-Xn) sign series are permitted for use. 

 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for pavement markings, messages and colour in 
Bus Only lanes is provided in Section 9 Messages on Pavements (including 
bus lane treatments) of the Delineation guide. A summary of practice is: 
• Special purpose lane lines must be used to delineate Bus Only lanes. 
• Red pavement colouring must be used to delineate Bus Only lanes. 
• Oblique continuity lines must not be used across the start of Bus Only 

lanes (Figure 7a), except on an approach to an intersection to permit 
traffic to turn left (Figure 7b). 

 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for the requirements for directional pavement 
arrows in Bus Only Lanes at ‘B’ signal locations is provided in Section 8.12 
of the Traffic Signal Design guide. A summary of practice is:  
• In NSW, buses may legally turn in any direction when facing a white ‘B’ 

signal in a Bus Only lane. One (1) directional pavement arrow showing 
only the permitted movements must be marked in order to indicate 
permitted movements. 

Figure 8 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of Transit Lane Information 
(unnumbered) sign. 

 Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for pavement markings and messages in Transit 
Lanes is provided in Section 9 Messages on pavements (including bus lane 
treatments) of the Delineation guide.  

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/trafficinformation/downloads/ttd_2020-02.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/guidelines/complementary-traffic-material/tsdsect8v15-i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/traffic-signal-design.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/documents/technical-manuals/delineation/delineationsect9v11_i.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/document-types/guides-manuals/delineation.html
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Reference Section Category Supplements to Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices – Part 12: 
Bus, transit, tram and truck lanes 

Figure 9 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of the Merge Left (G9-73(L)) sign.  
Rather, G9-73-1n_l is permitted for use. 
Refer to Traffic Sign register for all Transport approved signage. 

Figure 10 Additional 
Information 

Complementary practice for pavement messages in Tram Only lanes 
(Tramways) is: TRAM ONLY pavement message must be marked in Tram 
Only lanes in accordance with standard drawings: 
• Tram Only_curved_alignment;  
• Tram_Only_signalised_leg; and  
• Tram_Only_stop_line.  
These pavement markings must be marked at the start of Tram Only lanes, 
and on the approach and departure of any intersections.  
Refer to the Traffic Sign register for Tram Only pavement marking standard 
drawings. 

 Departure 
(Transport 
process) 

In NSW, Transport prohibits the use of the Merge Left (G9-73(L)) sign.  
Rather, G9-73-1n_l is permitted for use. 
Refer to Traffic Sign register for all Transport approved signage. 

Appendix B Additional 
Information 

Complementary material for the installation and location of signs is provided 
in the Installation and Maintenance of Signs. 

 

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/signage/trafficsigns/pdf/tram_only_curved_alignment.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/signage/trafficsigns/pdf/tram_only_signalised_leg.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/business-industry/partners-suppliers/signage/trafficsigns/pdf/tram_only_stop_line.pdf
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/cgi-bin/index.cgi?action=searchtrafficsigns.form
http://home.rta.nsw.gov.au/tools/techinfo/documents/traffic_mgmt/signinstallationinternalfinalv13.pdf


Contact Us: 
If you have any questions or would like more 
information on this document please contact  
Transport for NSW: 

roads-maritime.transport.nsw.gov.au 

May 2021 
21.093 

techinfo@transport.nsw.gov.au 

13 22 13 

Customer feedback 
Locked Bag 928, 
North Sydney NSW 2059 
If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call us 
on 1800 131 782 

Disclaimer:  
This document has been produced by Transport for NSW (Transport) for its own purposes. While the information 
provided by Transport has been compiled with all due care, Transport does not warrant or represent that the 
information is free from errors or omissions, is up to date or that it is exhaustive. Transport does not warrant or 
accept any liability in relation to the quality, operability or accuracy of the information. Transport disclaims, to the 
extent permitted by law, all warranties, representations or endorsements, express or implied, with regard to the 
information. Users who independently choose to apply the information will be responsible for making their own 
assessment of the information, and Transport accepts no liability for any decisions made or actions taken in 
reliance upon any of the information. Any such decision or action is made or undertaken at the risk of the user of 
the information. Users wishing to rely on the information should seek their own expert advice. 
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