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Introduction 

As part of the Government’s Maritime Policy Agenda, Transport for NSW is developing boat storage 
strategies for each of the major waterways in NSW, starting with Sydney Harbour1. 

The first section of this Sydney Harbour Boat Storage Strategy (the Strategy) uses trends in vessel 
registration figures to estimate demand for boat storage in Sydney Harbour to 2021. The Strategy then 
provides a stocktake of current boat storage facilities in and around Sydney Harbour to identify the likely 
increase in capacity that will be required to keep pace with demand.  

2021 is used as the timeframe for the Strategy in order to align with the timeframe for broader NSW 
Government goals and targets as outlined in NSW 2021: A plan to make NSW number one. 

A draft Sydney Harbour Boat Storage Strategy was released for public comment on 19 April 2013. This final 
version of the Strategy incorporates comments received on the draft along with updated mooring statistics to 
correct a data error in the draft Strategy. Further information is also provided on specific actions the 
Government will be undertaking in support of the growth targets and other key issues identified in the 
Strategy. 

Demand for Boat Storage in Sydney Harbour 

Forecasting demand for boat storage in a particular geographic region is intrinsically challenging. While 
Roads and Maritime Services’ registration databases record the residential addresses of boat owners, not all 
boat owners in a particular region store their boat in or around the nearest waterway. Likewise, not all boats 
in and around a particular waterway are owned by people who live in the region. The analysis is particularly 
difficult for Sydney where boat owners have ready access to other major waterways to the South (Georges 
River/Botany Bay) and North (Pittwater/Hawkesbury). 

The analysis below is therefore largely based on the application of state-wide trends in the growth of vessel 
registrations in Sydney Harbour. The purpose of the analysis is to provide an indicative illustration of the boat 
storage challenge on Sydney Harbour to help inform future Government policy decisions and to promote 
awareness and understanding among boating stakeholders of the task ahead. Any constraints that may exist 
in particular areas will be considered as part of the planning process. 

Recreational Vessels 

Recreational vessel registrations have continued to rise in NSW. In 1999, for example, there were 160,000 
registered recreational vessels in NSW, excluding personal watercraft (PWCs). By 2012, this number had 
increased to 217,000.  

In 2010, the then NSW Maritime released a report titled ‘NSW Boat Ownership and Storage: Growth 
Forecasts to 2026’ (The 2010 Report). The key findings of the 2010 Report include: 

 in the preceding ten years, vessel registrations grew at an average of 2.9% annually across NSW, with a
similar growth trend forecast to 2026;

 Sydney Harbour has approximately 8% of the State’s recreational vessels and 20% of the State’s
commercial vessels; and

 Sydney Harbour has a greater proportion of large (> 6 metres) vessels than other regions in NSW.

Note: 6 metres is an important threshold as it is at 6 metres or longer that storage methods begin to change, generally 
from ‘trailerable’ to on-water or dry storage.  

1 For the purposes of defining the area referred in this Strategy, Sydney Harbour includes Sydney and Middle Harbour, 
Parramatta and Lane Cove Rivers and adjacent lands unless stated otherwise. 
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The 2010 Report found that vessel growth in Sydney Harbour was below the State average and, in fact, was 
the lowest of all major waterways. However, the 2010 Report noted that a key factor in the apparent lower 
growth in Sydney Harbour is likely to be the lack of on-water storage capacity and the limited space to store 
trailerable vessels given Sydney’s higher housing densities. This latent demand is evidenced in the lengthy 
waiting lists for private moorings in many parts of Sydney Harbour. The sustained growth of boating numbers 
on Sydney Harbour continues to be acknowledged across industry and the boating community. 

Since 2010, Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) has changed the way that it measures vessel registrations, 
necessitating an update to the forecasts in the 2010 Report. The 2010 Report included those recreational 
vessel registrations that were current, as well as those less than 90 days after expiry. The vessel registration 
figures provided by RMS are now limited to registered vessels only.  

The actual number of NSW vessel registrations in 2012 was 217,000. This compares to the forecast figure in 
the 2010 Report of 234,000. 

Figure 1 below re-bases the 2010 forecast using the actual number of vessel registrations in 2012 to predict 
a revised estimate of the expected growth in NSW vessel registration numbers to 2021. Assuming Sydney 
Harbour vessels continue to make up 8% of the NSW recreational fleet, it can be estimated that the total 
number of recreational vessels in Sydney Harbour by 2021 will be approximately 22,400 – an increase of 
around 5,000. 

Fig.1 – NSW Recreational Vessel Registrations: Revised Forecast to 2021 

Commercial Vessels 

While fewer in number, it is also important to consider the future storage requirements for commercial 
vessels. Commercial vessels are primarily stored on water and many have similar storage requirements to 
recreational vessels. However, a number require access to specialist on-shore facilities. 

The 2010 Report estimated that Sydney Harbour is home to approximately 20% of the 9,000 commercial 
vessels in NSW. A closer analysis of commercial vessel registrations suggests that there was strong growth 
in the Sydney Harbour commercial fleet in the early 2000s with numbers increasing from 569 vessels in 2003 
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to 1,419 vessels in 2012. The number of commercial vessels over 6 metres grew from 362 in 2003 to 745 in 
2009 and then 877 in 2012. These figures suggest a slowing in the growth of larger commercial vessels on 
the Harbour in recent years. 

As with recreational vessels, a lack of on-water storage capacity may be a factor contributing to this slower 
growth rate. However, the size of the commercial fleet is also strongly influenced by economic conditions. 

Stocktake of Boat Storage Capacity on Sydney Harbour 

The stocktake of boat storage capacity on Sydney Harbour was based on the following sources:  

 actual numbers of vessels stored on private swing moorings based on RMS records;

 actual numbers of vessels stored on commercial swing moorings (excluding those attached to
commercial marinas and boat repair facilities);

 vessel storage spaces provided at commercial marinas and boat repair facilities based on RMS records;

 vessel storage spaces provided at private marinas and domestic tenancies based on RMS records;

 actual numbers of commercial vessels 6 metres or greater in Sydney based on RMS records;

 interviews with commercial operators (marinas, boating facilities) in relation to current and proposed
storage spaces (where a development application has either been approved or is currently undergoing
assessment); and

 information provided by RMS in relation to tenancies, leases and licences.

The current spaces in Sydney Harbour are categorised in Figure 2. 

Fig. 2 – Current vessel storage numbers in Sydney Harbour 

Approx 

Private moorings (Maritime issued licences below 
the mean high water mark (BMHWM)) 

4850 RMS administered licences 

Commercial moorings (including charter vessels 
and other commercial vessels) 

100 RMS administered commercial licences 

Commercial/club moorings (mooring licences 
assigned to commercial marinas or boat repair 
facilities, yacht and sailing clubs) 

820 RMS administered commercial licences that 
are usually attached to a commercial marina 
or repair facility (land-based) (BMHWM) 

Commercial marina berths (including yacht and 
sailing clubs). Includes some hardstand, usually at 
yacht clubs 

1700 RMS administered commercial leases 
(BMHWM) 

Commercial marina visitor and charter vessel 
berths not included above 

220 RMS administered commercial leases 

Domestic berths, moorings and other associated 
storage spaces ∞ 

1680 RMS administered private licences or leases 
attached to a private property and may 
include reclaimed land 

Private marina berths or structures (domestic 
waterfront tenancies) 

480 Privately (usually strata) administered spaces

Dry-stack storage Nil None currently in Sydney 

Total 9850

∞This figure includes ‘domestic’ boatsheds but does not indicate the actual number of vessels stored 
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Commercial Marina Berths 

The Australian Standard® AS 3962—2001 (Incorporating Amendment No. 1) – Guidelines for design of 
marinas, defines: 

 A Berth as an area of water allocated for the wet storage of boats attached to a fixed or floating marina
and allowing for walk-on access to boats;

 Fixed Berths as berths consisting of piled walkways (jetties) and mooring piles; and

 Floating Berths as consisting of walkways that are buoyant and not supported by any other structure…
may be located by means of guide piles, anchor chains or cables… The boats are moored in either
single or double berths, with finger pontoons or along-side berth configuration.

AS 3962—2001 also sets minimum requirements for parking adjacent to the marina. However, this standard 
is now over 12 years old and there is a strong view that it is a constraint on growth and should be reviewed 
to reflect the increased availability of alternate parking and transport solutions. A more flexible approach from 
consent authorities will make it easier for commercial marinas to respond to increased demand for boat 
storage. 

In Sydney Harbour, commercial marina leases are administered by RMS as owner of the seabed below the 
mean high water mark. Adjacent landside facilities are managed by either the Department of Primary 
Industry (Crown Lands) or are private property. Commercial marinas are permitted in four of the zones under 
the Sydney Regional Environmental Plan (Sydney Harbour Catchment) 2005 (the SHREP) 

Commercial marina fees vary according to location and the level of service provided and, in Sydney Harbour, 
can range from $1100 to $1500 per month for a 10 metre vessel. 

Examples of floating commercial marina berths in Sydney Harbour are shown below. Most commercial 
marinas and private marinas provide floating rather than fixed berths and the majority of sites on Sydney 
Harbour also provide commercial moorings, described below. 

Fig. 3, 4 & 5 – Commercial Marina Berths 
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Superyacht Storage 

Superyachts are vessels over 24 metres in length. Built for the 2000 Olympic Games, the Sydney 
Superyacht Marina at Rozelle Bay is capable of storing up to 45 vessels and is the only dedicated marina for 
this size of vessel in Sydney Harbour. In the lead-up to and following the Sydney 2000 Olympics, a select 
number of Sydney Harbour marinas also provided a small number of longer berths suited to these larger 
vessels. Industry feedback suggests that demand for longer berths continues to rise. 

Fig. 6 – Rozelle Superyacht Marina 

Commercial and Club Moorings 

Commercial and club moorings are most often associated with a land-based site such as a marina, yacht or 
sailing club or boat repair facility and are only distinguishable by the colour of the mooring buoy (generally 
orange). Commercial mooring fees range from $280-$600 per annum depending on location and the size of 
the vessel. 

Yacht, Sailing and Motor Clubs 

Yacht and other clubs can also be classed as marinas and their leases or licences are administered by RMS 
below the mean high water mark. Occupation of berths and moorings at yacht, sailing and motor clubs is 
almost exclusively for members and fees vary greatly across clubs as they may include membership benefits 
as well as access to berths in selected instances. As an example, at the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, 
non-member vessels are provided with storage access in preparation for the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race 
annually. This practice of allowing non-members access for regattas/events is common across the different 
types of clubs. The image below shows a combination of hard stand, commercial moorings and berths at a 
yacht club. 

Fig. 7 – Combination of facilities 
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Private Swing Moorings 

Moorings in NSW are administered by RMS, except for a small number in National or Marine Parks such as 
Cowan Water or Myall Lakes. There are approximately 4850 private swing moorings across Sydney Harbour, 
with over 4000 of these showing postcodes within the Sydney Harbour Catchment. Private swing moorings 
currently account for around 50% of vessel storage on the Harbour. 

Moorings in Sydney have been in high demand for many years, with lengthy waiting lists in many areas of 
the Harbour – particularly to the east of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and in bays around the Balmain 
Peninsula. Waiting lists across the Harbour currently total around 1,000, although this figure may be 
somewhat inflated by the tendency for some people to register their interest in multiple lists. For some areas, 
mainly west of the Harbour Bridge, there are no waiting lists with moorings readily available. Available 
spaces are often in areas exposed to wind and waves or where there is poor access to the mooring. 

Annual Mooring fees are determined by RMS and currently range from $303 for <7 metres, $715 for 
10-11 metres and $6,602 for 39-40 metres in the western Harbour areas and $473 for <7 metres, $1,109 for 
10-11 metres and $10,244 for 39-40 metres in the eastern Harbour (from 1 July 2013). 

The images below provide examples of private swing moorings scattered across bays. 

Fig. 8 & 9 – Cluttered bays 
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Private Marina Berths 

Private marinas are generally administered by an owners’ corporation or leasing agent. Under the SHREP, 
'private marinas' are permitted in only one zone. Private marinas in other zones were approved and built 
prior to the introduction of the SHREP. Formerly defined as ‘multiple moorings’, the current definition of 
Private Marina Berths in the SHREP and the Sydney Harbour Foreshores and Waterways Area 
Development Control Plan is: 

an apparatus or structure located on or in the waterway and used for restraining two or more vessels, but 

does not include a commercial marina or mooring pen 

Fig. 10 – Walsh Bay Fig. 11 – Private Marina 

Domestic jetties, slipways, domestic boatsheds, berths or ‘fore & aft’ moorings 

These storage spaces, attached to private properties, are found across the Harbour and since 2005 have 
been limited to specific zones under the SHREP. Tenancies are administered by RMS as either licences or 
leases and fees are determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal based on the Statutory 
Land Values. Boat storage is typically through jetties, pontoons, ‘fore and aft moorings’ (mooring pens) or 
slipways. Boatsheds may also be present, however, in many instances these are used for purposes other 
than boat storage including the storage of safety equipment and tools for maintaining and repairing vessels. 
Examples east and west of the Harbour Bridge are shown below. 

Fig. 12 & 13 – Domestic leases 
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Commercial vessel berths 

Commercial vessels are scattered across Sydney Harbour, primarily in commercial berths and moorings. 
Leases for commercial vessel storage are administered by RMS. The main storage clusters for commercial 
vessels are in Circular Quay, Blackwattle Bay, King St and Jones Bay Wharves and Neutral Bay. 
Commercial Vessels require different land-based facilities than commercial marinas generally offer (for 
example, provisioning / pick-up & drop-off). Additionally, whilst commercial vessels can be berthed at 
commercial marinas, permission to operate from most marinas may require special approvals. 

Fig. 14 & 15 – Commercial storage 

Dry storage (dry-stack) and hardstand 

There are currently no dry-stack storage facilities in Sydney Harbour. The nearest dry-stack facility is at 
Akuna Bay (Figure 18). Sydney Harbour does have some hardstand storage space which is usually 
associated with yacht/sailing clubs.  

Dry-stack is best suited for motor-boats between 6-12 metres as yachts cannot usually be stored in a rack 
system due to masts and keels. Fees at a dry-stack facility vary depending on the age and location of the 
site and the amenities and services offered. Dry-stack fees generally reflect those charged for similar sized 
vessels at commercial marinas and would equate to around $1000-$1300 per month for a 10 metre vessel. 
However, when compared to wet-storage, a boat owner may save up to $2,000-$2,500 per annum for 8-10 
metre vessels by avoiding the annual servicing costs associated with wet-storage options  

The images below show a dry storage facility in Auckland. By comparison to Sydney (pop.4,600,000), 
Auckland (pop. 1,500,000) has over 500 dry-stack spaces in close proximity to the city centre and a number 
of other facilities within 30 minutes to 2 hours from Auckland city. The images also show the ‘holdover’ berths 
on-water for owner access which are generally required by dry-stack facilities.  

Whilst no dry-stack storage has yet been built in Sydney, an approval currently exists for development by 
Sydney Boathouse at Rozelle Bay for two dry boat storage buildings with capacity for over 600 vessels. The 
Government has also recently announced that Roads and Maritime Services and Government Property NSW 
have also entered into an Agreement to Lease with Pacifica Developments to develop a maritime facility at 
Berrys Bay. The Berrys Bay proposal includes a marina facility and associated vessel storage as well as a 
dry-stack facility.  

Furthermore, White Bay 6 Pty Ltd (formerly Bailey’s Marine Fuels Pty Ltd) lodged a Modification Request in 
July 2013 to provide storage for up to 150 vessels in dry boat storage racks at White Bay. The Cockatoo 
Island Marine Centre is also proposing to provide dry stack storage spaces for around 200 vessels over the 
next three years. Additionally, the Urban Activation Precinct at Wentworth Point, which was announced in 
July 2013, provides scope for the future development of maritime uses that could include dry-stack storage, 
a marina and rowing/kayaking facilities. 



Sydney Harbour Boat Storage Strategy – August 2013 11 

Fig. 16 – Orams dry-stack, Auckland 

Fig. 17 – Internal shed and external holding area 

Fig. 18 – Akuna Bay dry-stack at d’Albora Marina 

Fig. 19 – Hardstand storage  

Trailer storage 

With approximately 17,400 recreational vessels in Sydney Harbour and only around 9850 storage spaces, it 
is apparent that the largest method of boat storage in the region must be on trailers. While the majority of 
boat trailers are kept on private property, many are also stored on residential streets. In most areas, the 
practice of a boat owner storing their boat trailer on the street in the front of their house is tolerated by local 
residents. However, a number of Councils (particularly in higher-density waterside areas) report an 
increasing number of complaints from local residents concerned about the impact of congested local streets 
being used as a long-term storage option for boat trailers.  

Other types of dry storage 

While not currently available in Sydney Harbour, other types of dry-storage are available in regional areas of 
NSW, other states and overseas including dedicated trailer boat parks and hardstand facilities. An example 
of a dedicated hardstand area is found at Oyster Cove (Port Stephens) where storage for up to 70 vessels is 
provided on industrial zoned land as shown in Figure 20 below. More recently, in the United States for 
example, remote dry storage (15-30 minutes from the waterways) facilities have emerged. Often, this kind of 
facility offers boat owners a ‘valet’ service so that they can access their vessel directly at the land-water 
interface which is likely to be either a floating berth system or a boat ramp. Alternatively, remote dry storage 
can offer self-service. 
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Fig. 20 – Hard stand Fig. 21 – Remote dry storage 

Fig. 22 – Remote storage with Valet 

Dinghy and Paddlecraft storage 

Storage requirements for smaller vessels including rowing boats, kayaks and dinghies must also be 
considered. Rowing clubs usually have storage sheds and recently a number of commercial marina sites 
have started to provide kayak storage as part of their land-based facilities. Dinghy storage is also relevant as 
privately owned dinghies are the predominant way to access private swing moorings. The majority of private 
dinghy storage is on Council land and some dinghy storage issues have been resolved through the 
Government’s Better Boating Program which provides funding to improve recreational boating infrastructure 
(including funding for the installation of small vessel racks). 

Fig. 23 – Kayak storage in Sydney Harbour marina Fig. 24 – Dinghy Storage 
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Transport (ferries) and police vessel storage 

Balmain (ferries) and Cameron’s Cove (police), shown below, provide exclusive storage for Government 
owned ferries and police boats. While beyond the scope of this Strategy, continuing to ensure sufficient 
storage capacity for these vessels is a key consideration for Government. 

Fig. 25 – Sydney Ferry Yard, Balmain Fig 26. – Sydney Water Police, Camerons Cove 

Matching Capacity to Growth 

The demand analysis suggests that the number of boats to be stored in and around Sydney Harbour is likely 
to increase by around 5,000 by 2021. While accommodating this growth will likely require an expansion in all 
categories of boat storage, it is important for Government and industry to work together to ensure efficient 
outcomes for the boating community and to minimise the impact of any negative externalities on the general 
public – for example, from the increased incidence of boat trailer parking on residential streets. 

A number of targets are therefore proposed as a means of achieving a common understanding among 
stakeholders and the community on the expansion required in each boat storage category to deliver the best 
outcomes by 2021. The targets are informed by recent trends in the growth of different types and sizes of 
vessels, noting that not all vessels are suitable for all storage methods.  

The purpose of the targets is not to limit the growth in any particular category of boat storage. To a large 
extent, the actual growth in particular categories will be driven by market outcomes which, in turn, will be 
influenced by external factors such as economic growth. However, as the owner of the seabed of Sydney 
Harbour and the administrator/regulator of all development and activities conducted on the Harbour, there 
are a number of ways which the Government can help shape how growth is met. Setting targets not only 
helps inform future policy, but also helps stakeholders and industry to understand the objectives behind 
Government decisions and initiatives. 

Storage for vessels over 6 metres 

The 2010 Report pointed to an increase in the average size of recreational vessels across the State, 
particularly in Sydney Harbour. The 2010 Report estimated that the proportion of vessels on the Harbour 
over 6 metres compared to those under 6 metres would increase from 41.5% and to 45.1% by 2020. 

Based on this estimate, it is likely that of the 5000 additional vessels forecast in Sydney Harbour by 2021, 
around 2200-2300 will be vessels over 6 metres which, due to their size, are less likely to be stored on 
trailers. These boats must therefore be accommodated through a combination of increased on-water and 
dry-stack storage. 
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Dry-stack storage systems typically cater for motor boats between 6 and 12 metres. RMS registration figures 
suggest that these types of boats have grown by around 11% in Sydney between 2003 and 2009 to around 
7500 vessels. Analysis of RMS moorings data reveals that around 80% of vessels on private moorings in 
Sydney Harbour are between 6-12 metres and of these around 1,500 or almost 35% are now motor-boats. 
Establishing dry-stack storage facilities on Sydney Harbour will therefore not only help accommodate growth, 
but also has the potential to free up a number of moorings. This would help reduce waiting lists and provide 
a large proportion of the spaces required to meet demand for the 6-12 metre range. As there are no dry-
stack facilities currently on Sydney Harbour, a target of 1000-1200 new spaces is proposed as achievable by 
2021. Given the size of land required for such facilities, there are limited potential sites on the Harbour. 
Incorporating dry stack facilities into development of major maritime precincts will therefore need to be a 
priority.  

The remaining growth of 1000-1200 vessels will need to be accommodated in wet berths. Based on past 
trends, around 150-250 of these vessels are likely to be accommodated by new berths at private domestic 
facilities and private marinas. The remainder of the growth will need to be accommodated through additional 
berths at commercial marinas and on moorings.  

It is estimated that commercial marinas and clubs could provide between 600-800 additional spaces. The 
addition of approximately 300 moorings will also be required, noting the actual number of new private 
moorings may need to be higher if some commercial moorings are converted to marina berths. 

In addition to expanding the number of moorings, there is also need to better organise moorings to maximise 
the areas of Sydney Harbour that are accessible for all boaters. Swing moorings, particularly private 
moorings, are often scattered across entire bays preventing access to the bay for general boating. While 
commercial sites have converted a number of moorings to berths, the rate of conversions has been relatively 
low and so most bays surrounding commercial sites remain cluttered. 

The image at Figure 27 below shows well-organised berths adjacent to ‘fore and aft’ moorings where boats 
are ‘lined up’ and which provides enhanced storage. Most obvious in the figure is the large area taken up by 
the remainder of moorings, causing a cluttering effect in the bays. 

The de-cluttering of bays can be achieved in a number of ways that may include converting moorings to 
berths at commercial sites and changes in mooring styles/systems to create greater efficiency and capacity, 
for example, through the use of pontoon systems or ‘fore and aft’ moorings at selected sites. 

Fig. 27 – Fore and aft moorings, berths and 
scattered moorings 

Fig. 28 – Well-organised storage in foreground 
with scattered moorings in the background 
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Fig. 29 & 30 – A pontoon mooring system showing vessels attached (29) and the system (30) 

Storage for vessels under 6 metres 

For the remaining 2,800 new vessels expected in Sydney Harbour by 2021, trailers are likely to remain the 
dominant form of storage. While the majority of trailerable vessels will continue to be stored on private 
property in garages and driveways, it is also likely that there will be an increase in the number of trailers 
parked on suburban streets. This will particularly be the case in areas where housing density is already high 
or is expected to increase by 2021. 

The introduction of dry-stack storage facilities may assist by providing an affordable form of secure boat 
storage for owners of smaller boats who do not have sufficient space on their own property. 

The establishment of dedicated off-street boat trailer parking will also be targeted. In late 2012, the 
Government approached a number of local Councils in the metropolitan area with a view to conducting a trial 
whereby the Government would provide assistance to help Councils establish off-street boat trailer parking 
sites. Initial discussions revealed Council concerns about a lack of available land, especially in high density 
areas.  

However, there may be suitable locations in less established areas including former industrial sites, and 
Government owned land, particularly on the western side of the Harbour including the Bays Precinct.  

The Government will analyse available Government locations and will also review opportunities for providing 
on-water commercial access for remote storage of vessels at strategic sites, usually at current boat ramps to 
facilitate the concept of ‘valet’ services at the land-water interface. 

Storage for Commercial Vessels 

In absolute terms, the number of additional berths that will be required for commercial vessels on Sydney 
Harbour by 2021 is comparatively less of a challenge. However, continued growth in the industry will require 
improvements and modernisation of commercial vessel facilities around the Harbour, particularly in key 
precincts such as Rozelle Bay and Blackwattle Bay. 



Sydney Harbour Boat Storage Strategy – August 2013 16 

Conclusion and Actions 
The Sydney Harbour Boat Storage Strategy highlights the nature of the boat storage challenge facing 
Sydney Harbour to 2021. The Strategy aims to provide information that industry can use to support 
proposals for new and expanded boat storage and waterways access infrastructure. 

In order to keep pace with growth and to ensure a mix of facilities best suited to the characteristics of vessels 
in the region, the following growth targets have been identified: 

 1000-1200 new spaces in dry-stack storage facilities;

 600-800 new commercial marina berths;

 300 new mooring spaces; and

 150-250 new berths at private marinas and domestic facilities.

The Strategy has also identified the need to investigate the establishment of dedicated boat trailer parking 
facilities to help accommodate the expected growth in trailerable vessels which are already causing parking 
concerns in many Harbour-side suburbs. 

Planning Reforms 

Feedback from industry on the Draft Sydney Harbour Boat Storage Strategy highlighted that the major 
obstacle the private sector faces in responding to increased demand for boat storage is the complexities 
imposed by the current planning system. Numerous stakeholders, including the Maritime Advisory Council 
(the peak advisory body to the Minister for Roads and Ports) claimed that the storage targets cannot be met 
without significant changes to existing planning instruments governing waterways and the land/water 
interface.  

The Maritime Management Centre (MMC – previously the Office of Boating Safety and Maritime Affairs) in 
Transport for NSW raised industry’s concerns with the Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DP&I) 
through its White Paper – A new planning system for NSW process and will continue to advocate for 
recognition of the boating sector at the strategic planning level and throughout the new planning framework. 

Review of Maritime Property Policies 

Industry also reported that there is a need for more consistent and streamlined leasing arrangements to 
reduce the administrative burden on marinas and to simplify commercial negotiations between lessees and 
the Government. Industry has also called for a review of the current rental framework to help encourage 
investment by improving equity, sustainability and transparency. 

As part of the Government’s Maritime Policy Agenda, the MMC has been undertaking a comprehensive 
review of all of RMS’ property policies and procedures. This review is being undertaken in close consultation 
with stakeholders. In March 2013, the Maritime Advisory Council endorsed a set of policy principles which 
has informed the design of the new policies. Following further consultation, it is expected that the new 
policies will be finalised in early 2014. 

Boat Trailer Parking 

In August 2013, the Minister for Roads and Ports announced a commitment of $20 million of savings-funded 
boating safety and infrastructure initiatives. It is envisaged that part of this funding will be used to provide off-
street boat trailer storage in the Sydney basin.  
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Maritime Precincts 

There are several major strategic sites around Sydney Harbour including in the Bays Precinct (Rozelle Bay, 
Blackwattle Bay, White Bay and Glebe Island), Berrys Bay and Wentworth Point, each of which have 
significant potential to deliver the facilities and infrastructure required to meet Sydney Harbour’s boat storage 
challenge. Working with RMS, Transport for NSW will ensure that development at these sites is shaped by 
the boat storage targets identified in this Strategy. 

The Government will continue to support the development of dry-stack storage facilities in the Sydney 
Harbour basin, noting that the total number of new spaces proposed at a number of sites as outlined in this 
Strategy is currently lower than the proposed targets. 

The Government is also responding to growing demand for moorings across NSW, including Sydney 
Harbour, through its review of existing policy and regulatory frameworks. The aim of this review will be to 
improve consistency, to minimise administrative burden and to assess options for increasing mooring 
capacity. It is expected that an Issues Paper will be released for public comment in the coming months to 
seek feedback on key issues of concern to stakeholders. 



© Transport for New South Wales 

For further enquiries:
mmc@transport.nsw.gov.au ISBN 978-1-922030-65-8
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