DELIVERING THE
NORTHERN RIVERS
REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLAN
ANNUAL UPDATE 2014-15
DELIVERING THE
NORTHERN RIVERS
REGIONAL TRANSPORT PLAN
ANNUAL UPDATE 2014-15

MINISTERS’ MESSAGE
Transport

Regional NSW is the backbone of this state.
Its varied geography, demographics,
employment, industries and environment
provides a great tapestry of opportunity
and diversity.
At the core of keeping these communities
moving is transport. Between December 2013
and April 2014, the NSW Government released
ten Regional Transport Plans.
The Plans provide a blueprint for the future
of transport in the ten regions, including the
Northern Rivers, and set a strategic direction
for the delivery of transport infrastructure and
services in the State’s regions over the next
20 years.
Importantly, the Plans support the
implementation of the NSW Long Term Transport
Master Plan which sets the strategic framework
to guide transport decision making in NSW.
This Government is committed to keeping the
community informed of our progress and this
Annual Update on the Northern Rivers Regional
Transport Plan highlights our major achievements
in delivering key projects and services for the
region in 2014-15.

In 2014-15 in the Northern Rivers region we spent
$6.4 million through the Traffic Management and
Road Safety Program, completed a refurbishment
at Casino train station as part of the Refresh
initiative and released the Tweed-Clarence Region
Regional Boating Plan.
In support of our commitment to align and
integrate transport and land use planning in
NSW, we have also been working closely with,
and providing input to, the Department of
Planning & Environment’s Regional Plans, so
that transport services and infrastructure is
coordinated for our regions and centres that
are growing strongly.
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We know there is always more to do. We will
continue to build on these achievements,
ensuring that Northern Rivers residents have
access to high quality roads and efficient,
safe and customer-focused public transport
services well into the future.
Andrew Constance

Duncan Gay

Minister for Transport
and Infrastructure

Minister for Roads,
Maritime and Freight

Transport
for NSW
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IN THE NORTHERN RIVERS REGION WE:
Transport
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Road Network
Maintenance Program
•• Spent $17.7 million upgrading and maintain
451 km of major roads in the region.
•• Upgraded and maintained 676 bridges in the
region at a cost of $6.9 million.
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•• Provided local councils with $12 million to assist
with road restoration after natural disaster
damage and $12.1 million to maintain and
improve their road networks.

Traffic Management and
Road Safety Program
•• Spent $6.4 million through the Traffic
Management and Road Safety Program.
•• Improved journey reliability at Ballina,
Richmond Valley and Tweed, including
improvements to the Pineapple Road
intersection at Ballina.
•• Spent $3 million on road safety improvements
at Lismore, Ballina, Ewingsdale, Tweed Heads,
Pearces Creek and Byron Bay.
•• Progressed work on the Woolgoolga to
Ballina section of the Pacific Highway
upgrade. This is Australia’s largest regional
infrastructure project and when complete this
155 km section will be duplicated to a four
lane divided highway.
•• Contributed funding for the investigation of
an inner bypass for Byron Bay.
•• Improved walking and cycling facilities
including:
–– A cycleway on Coast Road, East Ballina
–– A cycleway on Evans Head and Wallum
Drive in Doonba
–– A walking/cycling improvement on the
Bruxner Highway from Hotham Street to
Sexton Hill Road.
•• Completed a railway crossing improvement
at Casino on the Bruxner Highway with
installation of boom gates.
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Country Passenger Transport
Infrastructure Grant Scheme
•• Awarded Richmond Valley Council $25,000
for bus shelter lighting in Casino.
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•• Allocated $27,320 to Byron Shire Council to
upgrade a bus shelter in Byron Bay.
•• Granted Ballina Shire Council $12,125 for
the installation of tactile ground surface
indicators at key bus interchanges and bus
stops in Ballina.
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Transport Access Program
•• Completed construction of new waiting
areas and the installation of additional
lighting at Ballina.
•• Constructed a new taxi rank and relocated
existing car parking spaces at Casino.
•• Completed the extension of the existing
bus shelter, lighting improvements and new
cycle facilities at Lismore.
•• Progressed planning for a bus interchange
upgrade at Byron Bay that may include
improved ramps, family accessible toilets,
seating, shelters, kiss and ride zones, bicycle
racks, improved customer information, new
CCTV cameras and lighting.

Transport Services
•• Completed a refurbishment of Casino train
station, as part of the Refresh initiative resulting
in a cleaner, brighter and safer station.
•• Introduced additional services on route 645
Mullumbimby – Brunswick – Oceans Shores.
•• Introduced additional services on route 665
Ballina – Angles Beach – Prospect Estate.
•• Introduced additional services on route 626
Tyalgum – Chillingham – Murwillumbah.
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•• Introduced additional Friday & Saturday
night bus services on route 637 Byron
Bay Township.
•• Introduced additional weekday services
for Casino bus service routes 671-4.
•• Improved connection to Byron Bay and
Brunswick Heads via route 640 and 645.
•• Increased frequency on route 661
Ballina – Lismore.

NSW Boating Now
•• Contributed over $320,000 to support
the delivery of three boating projects for
the region.
•• Improved the car park at Fishery Creek boat
ramp, Ballina.
•• Released the Tweed-Clarence Valley Region
Regional Boating Plan identifying priority
boating safety, access and storage actions
for the next five years.

Fixing Country Roads Program
Through the Fixing Country Roads Program, in
2014-15 we contributed:
•• $685,000 for Mount Lindesay Road upgrade
works to repair a 5km stretch of road
between Woodenbong to the intersection
with Summerland Way on Mount Lindesay
Road, Kyogle.

Bridges for the Bush
•• Progressed planning for the replacement of
Tabulam Bridge over the Clarence River on
the Bruxner Highway under the Bridges for
the Bush Program.

*Photos courtesy of Roads and Maritime Services, NSW Trains and Transport for NSW.
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