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Edward and Murray Street intersection

Transport for NSW is upgrading two intersections on Edward Street 
in Wagga Wagga to improve traffic conditions around the city’s busy 
health precinct.

Overview 
The Edward Street intersections with Murray and Docker 
streets are being upgraded to improve safety and traffic 
efficiency in the area.

The Sturt Highway, known as Edward Street as it passes 
through the city, is an important State Road connection 
between Sydney and Adelaide. Wagga Wagga is the 
largest regional centre on the highway so acts as a 
key link for urban commuters, freight and tourism, 
and rest stop between the capital cities of NSW and 
South Australia.

The intersections are both located in Wagga Wagga’s 
health precinct, which includes the city’s two hospitals 
and supporting specialist facilities. 

A number of options have been considered over recent 
years to improve the safety and traffic efficiency 
through this area.

The preferred concept design includes changes to 
turning lanes at the Docker Street intersection with 
Edward Street, as well as new traffic lights and changes 
to turning movements at the Murray Street intersection 
with Edward Street.





Why do we need another 
set of traffic lights instead of 
a roundabout?
The Sturt Highway/Edward Street is a major freight 
corridor for longer vehicles including B-doubles.

A roundabout that can cater for these larger vehicles 
would require more space than is available and 
would adversely impact residential properties at 
the intersection.

Will car park spaces be removed 
along Edward and Docker streets? 
The improvements include building additional turning 
lanes and raised medians to improve each intersection’s 
capacity to handle heavy traffic volumes. The extra 
lanes will require the repurposing of some sections of 
parking lanes into through lanes. 

We expect about 100 car park spaces will be lost to 
increase traffic capacity along Docker and Edward 
streets. Transport is exploring alternate car parking 
opportunities to meet our customers’ needs. We have 
programmed the intersection work in stages to minimise 
impacts on car parking.

How do we plan to manage 
traffic impacts?
Transport acknowledges these intersections are high 
traffic areas and plans to carry out work with as few 
impacts as possible. All work will be carried out under 
traffic control, with at least one lane of traffic open in 
each direction.

Construction is expected to take about eight weeks, 
weather permitting. We will notify the community about 
any traffic changes closer to construction. Traffic control 
and detours will be clearly sign posted.

Will these upgrades impact trees 
along Edward Street?
Yes. Clearance under the existing trees is suitable for 
light vehicle parking, however, as the parking lanes 
are repurposed for through traffic, tree trimming, and 
in some cases, minor tree removal, will be required to 
ensure larger vehicles such as trucks and buses can 
travel safely. Transport will confirm the exact number of 
trees to be removed during the detailed design process.

Transport takes its responsibility to the environment 
and legislation seriously. We have carried out an 
environmental assessment and determined what 
impacts construction will have on the road corridor. 
Our aim is to preserve as many trees as possible along 
Edward Street while ensuring the safety of all our 
Transport customers.

Key features
• New traffic lights at the Edward and Murray 

Street intersection 

• Changes to turning lanes and updated traffic 
lights at the existing Edward Street intersection 
with Docker Street 

• Dedicated turning lanes from Edward Street to 
Murray Street

• Improved pedestrian and cyclist access across 
Edward Street, integrated with Wagga Wagga 
City Council’s Active Travel network

• Relocation of power poles and removal of a small 
number of trees to provide a clear corridor for 
large vehicles

• More raised medians along Edward Street

• Rebuilt road surface at the Edward Street 
intersection with Murray Street, and repair of the 
road surface near Docker Street.

Why do we need traffic lights at 
Murray Street?
The Edward and Murray Street intersection has been 
identified for safety and efficiency improvements.

There is a history of crashes at this location with the 
majority of incidents involving turning vehicles and 
rear-end collisions. Transport for NSW also acknowledges 
there may have been a number of near-misses at this 
intersection which have gone unrecorded. 

Due to high traffic volumes and rapid growth in Wagga 
Wagga, traffic lights were found to be the safest and 
most efficient option to move traffic through the 
intersection because:

• traffic lights will provide safe access for pedestrians 

• built-in turning lanes at both intersections will ensure 
a steady movement of traffic with minimal delays 

• traffic lights will be linked via an intelligent traffic 
management system, allowing coordination 
between intersections. 

Working with local
communities

Key benefits
• Improved safety for all transport users

• Improved traffic flow and efficiency in central 
Wagga Wagga

• Better accessibility in and around the health precinct

• Improved connectivity with broader 
transport network



EARLY CONCEPT STAGE – LATE 2020

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT – EARLY 2021

DESIGN INVESTIGATIONS 

DETAILED DESIGN COMPLETE – MID 2021

CONSTRUCTION HANDOVER – LATE 2021

START OF WORK – MID 2022*

PROJECT COMPLETE – MID 2022*

*  Timing is subject to project approvals and weather

We’re here for you
We will continue to liaise with the community and 
stakeholders throughout the project. 

If you have any questions or would like more 
information, please contact our project team: 

 02 6923 6664 

 SouthProjects@transport.nsw.gov.au

 nswroads.work/edwardst

  Health precinct intersection upgrades, 
PO Box 484, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 

If you require the services of an 
interpreter, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 
on 131 450 and ask them to call the 
project team on 02 6923 6664.

Project development process
Next steps
The project is currently in the detailed design phase. 

Site survey and geotechnical investigations have 
been completed. We are also carrying out early 
planning for utility relocations. 

Our project team is in the process of speaking with 
residents and local businesses regarding any direct 
impact the intersection upgrades may have on 
property accesses.

We understand any roadwork carried out on 
main roads in regional centres impacts the local 
community and their day-to-day life. We are 
working quickly to improve safety and ease 
congestion at these intersections. 

We anticipate construction to start mid-2022 and 
continue for about eight weeks. We will keep the 
community updated as the project progresses.

Docker and Edward Street intersection
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