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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report forms a technical working paper prepared to assess the non-Aboriginal (historic) heritage 

impacts associated with upgrading Hill Road between Parramatta Road and John Ian Parade.  

Proposed works  

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) proposes to upgrade Hill Road between Parramatta Road and John Ian 

Wing Parade. The proposed works would include undertaking road intersection upgrades along 

Parramatta Road and Hill Road, improvements to John Ian Wing Parade and Hill Road intersection at 

Homebush as well as widening and signalising the M4 Motorway eastbound off-ramp. 

The proposed works would include the following key elements: 

• Upgrading Hill Road to include road widening to accommodate additional turn lanes 

• Modifying Parramatta Road and Hill Road intersection to provide a new left turn lane and a 

widened footpath onto Hill Road (northbound)  

• Construction of a new shared user paths (SUP) along the western side of Hill Road between 

Parramatta Road and Carter Street and on the eastern side of Hill Road between Carter Street 

and Green Spine Road 

• Widening Bombay Street to include additional through and turn lanes 

• Converting the Hill Road and Carter Street intersection to a left-in, left-out intersection 

• Upgrading the Hill Road and John Ian Wing Parade intersection with additional through and turn 

lanes as well as a widening the footpath 

• Widening and signalising the M4 Motorway eastbound off-ramp  

• Adjusting the kerb return on the northwest corner of the Birnie Avenue and Parramatta Road 

intersection. 

Approach 

This Statement of Heritage Impact has considered the impacts of the proposal on non-Aboriginal 

(historic) heritage items in the study area. This involved:  

• Reviewing various registers to identify the location, extent, condition and form of any heritage 

listed items  

• Confirming the area’s development history over the past 220 years to identify possible built 

heritage and archaeological values in the study area   

• Determining the heritage value of the study area by assessing its significance in accordance with 

State guidelines 

• Assessing the proposal’s impacts on the study area’s heritage values. 

Existing environment  

The non-Aboriginal heritage values within and local to the study area reflect the sequence of 

development that has taken place locally over the past 220 years, namely:    
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• 1790s onwards: initial settlement and then subsequent neighbourhood development   

• 1880s onwards: livestock, stockyard and abattoir facilities (which closed in the 1980s) 

• 1940s onwards: transport infrastructure including major roads and railway lines 

• 1960s onwards: wider commercial and industrial development  

• 1990s: remediation of the Sydney Olympic Park  

• Present day: ongoing development and infrastructure transformation and upgrades. 

The above sequence of development has resulted in:  

• The likely destruction or disturbance of much of the ground limiting the potential for archaeological 

finds (relics) 

• Sequential building demolition and fragmentation of the landscape over time due to the area’s 

ongoing gradual development, which means there are few remaining built heritage items that are 

typically out of context. 

Heritage items 

There are two listed built heritage items located within to the study area, which are statutorily 

protected at the local level:   

• I20: a residual (remaining) area of shale gravel transition forest (listed as a stand of Eucalyptus 

longifolia, woolybutt) located south of the M4 Motorway to the west and east of Hill Road 

• A52: a milestone marker (listed as a Parramatta Milestone) located on the southern kerb of 

Parramatta Road between Delhi Street and Platform Street.  

Expected impacts 

The following non-Aboriginal (historic) heritage land impacts are expected: 

• I20: minor impact, including direct impacts and indirect visual impact within the item’s heritage 

curtilage due to vegetation clearance within the heritage curtilage.  

• A52: neutral impact, with the item located outside of the study area and unlikely to be affected by 

the proposed works.    

Mitigation measures 

The following mitigation measures should be applied to during the proposed works:: 

• Working under a construction heritage management plan. 

• Working under an unexpected finds procedure to account for the low risk of encountering 

archaeology while undertaking the proposed works. 

• Working under the mitigation measures for significant trees in the project’s Noise and Vibration 

Impact Assessment to prevent potential vibration impacts.  

• Adopting a stop work procedure if any archaeology or human remains are found onsite and 

ensuring the necessary processes and approvals are secured before restarting work. 
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• Committing to not destroying, modifying or physically affecting any heritage items outside of the 

study area. 

• Ensuring the proposal’s urban design considers local heritage values.  

• Ensuring that any new ancillary facility locations avoid heritage impacts and secure the necessary 

approvals. The revegetation of affected areas, including within the curtilage of heritage item i20, 

with similar species of trees, shrubbery and seedlings. 

• Preparing management guidelines under the construction environmental management plan to 

protect tree roots, trunks, branches and tree crowns and to avoid working within any tree drip lines 

in line with the SOPA Guidelines for the Protection of Trees on Construction Sites.  

• Protection of heritage item A52 if there is any future proposals to work within the curtilage of the 

item. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project background 

TfNSW is proposing to upgrade Hill Road between Parramatta Road and John Ian Wing Parade (the 

proposal). The proposal is subject to the environmental impact assessment and planning approval 

requirements of Division 5.1 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). 

Division 5.1 specifies the environmental impact assessment requirements for activities undertaken by 

public authorities, such as TfNSW, which do not require development consent under Part 4 of the Act. 

In accordance with Section 5.5 of the EP&A Act, TfNSW, as the proponent and determining authority, 

must examine and take into account to the fullest extent possible all matters affecting or likely to 

affect the environment by reason of the proposal. 

Artefact Heritage have been engaged to prepare a non-Aboriginal Statement of Heritage Impact 

(SoHI) to inform the REF. 

The aim of this SoHI is to identify heritage items and archaeological remains which may be impacted 

by the proposal, determine the level of heritage significance of each item, assess the potential 

impacts to those items, recommend mitigation measures to reduce the level of heritage impact and 

identify other management or statutory obligations. 

1.2 Study area 

The study area is located at the Hill Road interchange on the M4 Motorway at Lidcombe, near Sydney 

Olympic Park. The additional study area covers the intersection of Birnie Avenue and Parramatta 

Road/Great Western Highway. The study area is shown in Figure 1.  

The study area is located within two Local Government Areas (LGAs), the Cumberland LGA and the 

Parramatta LGA. On 12 May 2016, as part of a NSW State Government program of local government 

reform, Auburn City Council was amalgamated into Parramatta City Council, and Holroyd City Council 

merged to form the Cumberland Council as a new LGA. The heritage items that are the subject of this 

report are listed on the Auburn LEP 2010. 

The study area is also located within the Greater Parramatta Priority Growth Area and the Carter 

Street Precinct, an industrial area identified for redevelopment as a residential area under the Carter 

Street Master Plan 2020.  

1.3 Report structure 

The SoHI has been structured as follows:  

• Section 1: (this chapter) – Project background  

• Section 2: A description of the proposed works 

• Section 3: An overview of the report methodology  

• Section 4: The heritage management framework including the legislative and policy context  

• Section 5: A historical background of the study area 

• Section 6: A description of the site and findings from the previous site inspection  
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• Section 7: Assessment and summary of heritage significance 

• Section 8: Assessment of the archaeological potential and significance within the study area   

• Section 9: Assessment of heritage impacts and a statement of heritage impact for the proposed 

works 

• Section 10: Conclusions, and recommended measures to mitigate and manage potential impacts 

• Section 11: References of sources used in the preparation of this report. 

1.4 Limitations and constraints 

As agreed by the client, no site inspection was undertaken as part of the preparation of this SoHI.  

1.5 Report authorship 

This report was prepared by Darrienne Wyndham (Heritage Consultant, Artefact Heritage), with 

management input and review from Dr Sandra Wallace (Managing Director, Artefact Heritage). 
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Figure 1. Location of the study area  
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Figure 2. Location of the study area - Birnie Avenue 
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2.0 PROPOSED WORKS  

2.1 Introduction 

This section describes the core design elements of the proposal and provides an overview of the 

expected construction methods.  

2.2 The proposal  

TfNSW proposes to upgrade Hill Road between Parramatta Road and John Ian Wing Parade.  

The proposal would include the following key elements: 

• Upgrading Hill Road to include road widening to accommodate additional turn lanes 

• Modifying Parramatta Road and Hill Road intersection to provide a new left turn lane and a widened 

footpath onto Hill Road (northbound)  

• Construction of a new shared user paths (SUP) along the western side of Hill Road between 

Parramatta Road and Carter Street and on the eastern side of Hill Road between Carter Street and 

Green Spine Road 

• Widening Bombay Street to include additional through and turn lanes 

• Converting the Hill Road and Carter Street intersection to a left-in, left-out intersection 

• Upgrading the Hill Road and John Ian Wing Parade intersection with additional through and turn 

lanes as well as a widening the footpath 

• Widening and signalising the M4 Motorway eastbound off-ramp 

• Adjusting the kerb return on the northwest corner of the Birnie Avenue and Parramatta Road 
intersection. 

2.2.1 Project objectives 

The specific objectives for the proposal are to:   

• Support development growth in the Carter Street Urban Priority Precinct 

• Improve traffic efficiency and accessibility to the Carter Street Urban Priority Precinct and Sydney 

Olympic Park  

• Enable future transport network flexibility 

• Improve road safety and access for all road users 

• Minimise traffic disruptions on the surrounding road network during construction. 

• Improve active transport connections and access to public transport. 

2.2.2 Scope of works 

• Upgrading Hill Road 

- Widening 700 metres of Hill Road between M4 Motorway and Old Hill Link Road to include:  

▪ Two northbound lanes from Parramatta Road to the John Ian Wing Parade 

intersection 
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▪ Two northbound right-turn lanes at the John Ian Wing Parade intersection on to 

Green Spine Road  

▪ Three southbound lanes between the John Ian Wing Parade intersection and the 

eastbound M4 Motorway on-ramp.   

- A new four-metre-wide SUP along the western side of Hill Road between Parramatta Road 

and Carter Street  

- A new four-metre-wide SUP footpath on the eastern side of Hill Road between Carter Street 

and Green Spine Road 

• Modifying Parramatta Road and Hill Road intersection  

- Left turn only lane connecting eastbound side traffic from Parramatta Road to the 

northbound side of the Hill Road 

- Widening of footpaths on the north side of Parramatta Road to 3.5 metres to connect with 

Hill Road 

• Widening Bombay Street to include an additional northbound lane including a dedicated right turn, 

left turn and through lanes at Parramatta Road intersection 

• Converting the Carter Street intersection from a T-intersection catering for all movements to a left-

in, left-out intersection, installing a median and maintaining the existing two through lanes 

northbound on Hill Road 

• Upgrading the intersection at Hill Road and John Ian Wing Parade to create a four-way intersection 

• Installing a barrier to protect the M4 overpass bridge piers and construction of a new retaining wall 

to allow for a new SUP under the overpass on the west side of Hill Road  

• Upgrading the eastbound M4 Motorway off-ramp by signalising and widening to two lanes 

• Kerb adjustment at Birnie Avenue and Parramatta Road intersection 

• Protecting, adjusting and relocating utilities  

• Installing and adjusting street furniture including signage and lighting 

• Improving existing road drainage 

• Establishing temporary site compounds and materials storage for construction of the proposal.  

2.3 Environmental setting 

The study area covers sections of the M4 Motorway, Parramatta Road, Hill Road and Birnie Avenue in 

the suburb of Lidcombe and the Sydney Olympic Park.  

The M4 Motorway was upgraded and opened to traffic in June 2017 to include four lanes in each 

direction with a central median.  

Hill Road is a four-lane undivided sub-arterial road within a commercial setting and is used by about 

26,500 vehicles every day. It includes intersections with Parramatta Road, the M4 Motorway 

interchange westbound on-ramp, eastbound off-ramp and on-ramp, Carter Street and John Ian Wing 

Parade. 

Parramatta Road forms part of the Great Western Highway and connects Parramatta with central 

Sydney. It has two lanes in each direction, a 60 kilometres per hour posted speed limit and is used by 

up to 50,000 vehicles every day.  

North of the study area is the Sydney Olympic Parklands, which includes remediated wetlands 

including the Haslams Creek Flats, commercial buildings and sport facilities, medium density residential 

areas and a local train station. As part of the complex there are sections of threatened ecological 

communities and various threatened species including the Green and Golden Bell Frog. 
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East of the study area includes light industrial land associated with Carter Street. South of Carter Street 

there is a footpath on the western kerb, while north of Carter Street there are footpaths on both kerbs. 

South of the motorway, there is an area of remnant woodland (Shale gravel transition forest), that is 

protected under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 

To the south of the study area is the Parramatta Road corridor, characterised by commercial and retail 

properties including various forecourt sales areas and showrooms. Beyond Parramatta Road, is the 

main residential area of Lidcombe comprising older single-storey houses, various social infrastructure 

and occasional low-rise units. 

To the west of the study area is the Haslams Creek tributary. Located about 100 metres west of the 

proposal, it connects into the main creek about 200 metres south of John Ian Wing Parade and 

continues to flow into Homebush Bay. Parts of the creek were a man-made concrete channel for many 

years before it was restored to a more natural watercourse as part of the Sydney Olympic Park 

development. The creek’s water quality is typically poor due to a range of current and historic activities.  

Beyond Haslams Creek is the suburb of Newington. This typically comprises newer villa and low-rise 

apartment accommodation and can be accessed from John Ian Wing Parade from the east.   
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3.0 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Identification of heritage listed items  

Heritage listed items were identified through a search of relevant state and federal statutory and  

non-statutory heritage registers:  

• World Heritage List 

• Commonwealth Heritage List 

• National Heritage List 

• State Heritage Register 

• Auburn LEP 2010 

• Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Registers  

• NSW State Heritage Inventory (SHI) database. 

Items listed on these registers have been previously assessed against the NSW Heritage Assessment 

guidelines. Statements of heritage significance, based on the NSW Heritage Assessment guidelines, as they 

appear in relevant heritage inventory sheets and documents, are provided in this assessment.  

Where relevant, Conservation Management Plans (CMPs) and other heritage management documents and 

guidelines have been utilised to provide additional information regarding heritage significance. Where used, 

these have been cited.  

3.2 Archaeological assessment 

This SoHI has focused on those portions of the study area with the potential to contain archaeological 

remains. The potential for the survival of archaeological remains in a particular place is affected by activities 

which may have caused ground disturbance. These processes include the physical development of the site 

(for example, phases of building construction) and the activities that occurred there. The likelihood for the 

survival of these relics (i.e. their archaeological potential) is distinct from the archaeological/heritage 

significance of these remains, should any exist. For example, there may be ‘low potential’ for certain relics to 

survive, but if they do, they may be assessed as being of State significance.  

Identification of the potential historical archaeological resource of the study area is based on the review and 

understanding of its land use and development (site formation processes) through historical research and 

evaluating whether subsequent actions (either natural or human) may have impacted on evidence of former 

land use phases.  

‘Archaeological potential’ refers to the likelihood that an area contains physical remains associated with an 

earlier phase of occupation, activity or development of that area. This is distinct from ‘archaeological 

significance’ and ‘archaeological research potential’. These designations refer to the cultural value of 

potential archaeological remains and are the primary basis of the recommended management actions 

included in this document.  

The following grading of archaeological potential has guided the assessment of archaeological potential in 

this report (Table 1): 1    

 

 
1 NSW Heritage Office, 2009. Guidelines for the Preparation of Archaeological Management Plans, p. 31.  
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Table 1. Grades of archaeological potential 

Grading Justification 

Nil 
No evidence of historical development or use, or where previous impacts such as deep 
basement structures would have removed all archaeological potential 

Low 
Research indicates little or low intensity historical development, or where there have been 
substantial previous impacts, disturbance and truncation in locations where some 
archaeological remains such as deep subsurface features may survive 

Moderate 
Analysis demonstrates known historical development and some previous impacts, but it is 
likely that archaeological remains survive with some localised truncation and disturbance 

High Evidence of multiple phases of historical development and structures with minimal or 
localised 20th century development impacts, and it is likely the archaeological resource would 
be largely intact 

 

3.3 Significance assessment 

Assessments of significance are preliminary in nature and, where possible, significance has been assessed 

against the NSW Heritage Assessment Criteria. The assessment is informed by the NSW Heritage 

Division’s 2009 guidelines Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and Relics.  

3.3.1 NSW heritage assessment guidelines 

Determining the significance of heritage items or a potential archaeological resource is undertaken by 

utilising a system of assessment centred on the Burra Charter of Australia International Council on 

Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). The principles of the charter are relevant to the assessment, conservation 

and management of sites and relics. The assessment of heritage significance is outlined through legislation 

in the Heritage Act and implemented through the NSW Heritage Manual and the Archaeological Assessment 

Guidelines.2  

If an item meets one of the seven heritage criteria, and retains the integrity of its key attributes, it can be 

considered to have heritage significance. The significance of an item or potential archaeological site can 

then be assessed as being of local or state significance. If a potential archaeological resource does not 

reach the local or state significance threshold, then it is not classified as a relic under the Heritage Act 1977 

(Heritage Act).  

‘State heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, means 

significance to the State in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, architectural, 

natural or aesthetic value of the item. 

‘Local heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, means 

significance to an area in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, architectural, 

natural or aesthetic value of the item.3 

The overall aim of assessing archaeological significance is to identify whether an archaeological resource, 

deposit, site or feature is of cultural value. The assessment will result in a succinct statement of heritage 

 
2 NSW Heritage Office 1996; 25-27. 
3 This section is an extract based on the Heritage Office Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and 

Relics 2009:6. 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#place
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#building
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#relic
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#precinct
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#item
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#place
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#building
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#relic
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#moveable_object
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#precinct
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#item
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significance that summarises the values of the place, site, resource, deposit or feature. The heritage 

significance assessment criteria are provided in Table 2: 

Table 2: NSW heritage assessment criteria 

Criteria Description 

A – Historical 

Significance 

An item is important in the course or pattern of the local area’s cultural or natural 

history.  

B – Associative 

Significance 

An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a person, or group 

of persons, of importance in the local area’s cultural or natural history.  

C – Aesthetic or 

Technical Significance 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree 

of creative or technical achievement in the local area.  

D – Social Significance An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural 

group in the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons.  

E – Research Potential An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of 

the local area’s cultural or natural history.  

F – Rarity An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the local area’s 

cultural or natural history.  

G - Representativeness An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of 
NSW’s cultural or natural places of cultural or natural environments (or the cultural or 
natural history of the local area). 

3.3.2 Research potential 

In 1984, Bickford and Sullivan examined the concept and assessment of archaeological research potential; 

that is, the extent to which archaeological resources can address research questions. They developed three 

questions which can be used to assess the research potential of an archaeological site: 

• Can the site contribute knowledge that no other resource can? 

• Can the site contribute knowledge that no other site can? 

• Is this knowledge relevant to: 

- General questions about human history? 

- Other substantive questions relating to Australian history? 

- Other major research questions? 

In the 2009 guidelines Assessing Significance for Historical Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’, the NSW 

Heritage Division has since provided a broader approach to assessing the archaeological significance of 

sites, which includes consideration of a site’s intactness, rarity, representativeness, and whether many 

similar sites have already been recorded, as well as other factors. This document acknowledges the 

difficulty of assessing the significance of potential subsurface remains, because the assessment must rely 

on predicted rather than known attributes.4  

A site can have high potential for archaeological remains, and yet still be of low research potential if those 

remains are unlikely to provide significant or useful information. 

 
4 NSW Heritage Branch 2009 
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3.4 Assessment of heritage impact 

This SoHI has been prepared using the document Statement of Heritage Impact 2002, prepared by the 

NSW Heritage Office, contained within the NSW Heritage Manual, as a guideline.  

Impacts on heritage are identified as either: 

• direct impacts, resulting in the demolition or alteration of fabric of heritage significance 

• indirect impacts, resulting in changes to the setting or curtilage of heritage items or places, historic 

streetscapes or views 

• potential direct impact, resulting in impacts from vibration and demolition of adjoining structures. 

Specific terminology and corresponding definitions are used in this assessment to consistently identify the 

magnitude of the project’s direct, indirect or potentially direct impacts on heritage items or archaeological 

remains. The terminology and definitions are based on those contained in guidelines produced by ICOMOS 5 

and are shown in Table 3. It is assumed that all direct and potential direct impacts are a result of 

construction. Indirect impacts are assumed to be operational unless specified as temporary in which case 

they are related to construction. 

Table 3: Terminology for assessing the magnitude of heritage impact 

Magnitude Definition 

Major  

Actions that would have a long-term and substantial impact on the significance of a 

heritage item. Actions that would remove key historic building elements, key historic 

landscape features, or significant archaeological materials, thereby resulting in a 

change of historic character, or altering of a historical resource.  

These actions cannot be fully mitigated.  

Moderate  

This would include actions involving the modification of a heritage, including altering 

the setting of a heritage item or landscape, partially removing archaeological 

resources, or the alteration of significant elements of fabric from historic structures.  

The impacts arising from such actions may be able to be partially mitigated. 

Minor 

Actions that would results in the slight alteration of heritage buildings, archaeological 

resources, or the setting of an historical item.  

The impacts arising from such actions can usually be mitigated. 

Negligible Actions that would result in very minor changes to heritage items.  

Neutral Actions that would have no heritage impact.  

 

 
5 Including the document Guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments for Cultural World Heritage Properties, ICOMOS, 

January 2011.  
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4.0 HERITAGE MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 

4.1 Introduction 

There are several items of legislation that are relevant to this SoHI. A summary of these Acts and the 

potential legislative implications follow.  

For the purposes of this report, a 100 metre buffer zone has been established around the study area. 

Heritage items within 100 metres of the study area will be included and assessed in this SoHI.  

4.2 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Commonwealth) (EPBC Act) provides 

a legislative framework for the protection and management of matters of national environmental significance, 

that is, flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage places of national and international importance. 

Heritage items are protected through their inscription on the World Heritage List, Commonwealth Heritage 

List or the National Heritage List. 

The EPBC Act stipulates that a person who has proposed an action that will, or is likely to, have a significant 

impact on a World, National or Commonwealth Heritage site must refer the action to the Minister for 

Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities (hereafter Minister). The Minister will then 

determine if the action requires approval under the EPBC Act. If approval is required, an environmental 

assessment would need to be prepared. The Minister would approve or decline the action based on this 

assessment. 

A significant impact is defined as “an impact which is important, notable, or of consequence, having 

regarded to its context or intensity.” The significance of the action is based on the sensitivity, value and 

quality of the environment that is to be impacted, and the duration, magnitude and geographic extent of the 

impact. If the action is to be undertaken in accordance with an accredited management plan, approval is not 

needed and the matter not need to be referred to the Minister.  

4.2.1 Commonwealth Heritage List 

The Commonwealth Heritage List has been established to list heritage places that are either entirely within a 

Commonwealth area, or outside the Australian jurisdiction and owned or leased by the Commonwealth or a 

Commonwealth Authority. The Commonwealth Heritage List includes natural, Indigenous and historic 

heritage places which the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities is 

satisfied have one or more Commonwealth Heritage values.  

No sites within or within 100 metres of the study area are included on the Commonwealth Heritage 

List. 

4.2.2 National Heritage List 

The National Heritage List has been established to list places of outstanding heritage significance to 

Australia. It includes natural, historic and Indigenous places that are of outstanding national heritage value to 

the Australian nation.  

No sites within or within 100 metres of the study area are included on the National Heritage List. 
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4.3 Heritage Act 1977 

The Heritage Act is the primary item of State legislation affording protection to items of environmental 

heritage in NSW. The Heritage Act is designed to protect both listed heritage items, such as standing 

structures, and potential archaeological remains or relics. Under the Heritage Act, ‘items of environmental 

heritage’ include places, buildings, works, relics, moveable objects and precincts identified as significant 

based on historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, architectural, natural or aesthetic values. State 

significant items are listed on the NSW State Heritage Register (SHR) and are given automatic protection 

under the Heritage Act against any activities that may damage or affect its heritage significance. 

4.3.1 The 2009 ‘Relics provisions’   

The Heritage Act also provides protection for ‘relics’, which includes archaeological material or deposits. 

According to Section 139 (Division 9: Section 139, 140-146): 

A person must not disturb or excavate any land knowingly or having reasonable cause to 

suspect that the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a relic being 

discovered, exposed, damaged or destroyed unless the disturbance is carried out in 

accordance with an excavation permit. 

A person must not disturb or excavate any land on which the person has discovered or 

exposed a relic except in accordance with an excavation permit.  

This section does not apply to a relic that is subject to an interim heritage order made by 

the Minister or a listing on the State Heritage Register.  

The Heritage Council may by order published in the Gazette create exceptions to this 

section, either unconditionally or subject to conditions, in respect of any of the following: 

• Any relic of a specified kind or description, 

• Any disturbance of excavation of a specified kind or description, 

• Any disturbance or excavation of land in a specified location or having specified 

features or attributes,  

• Any disturbance or excavation of land in respect of which an archaeological 

assessment approved by the Heritage Council indicates that there is little likelihood of 

there being any relics in the land.  

Section 4 (1) of the Heritage Act (as amended in 2009) defines a relic as: 

...any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that: 

relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being 

Aboriginal settlement, and is of State or local heritage significance 

A relic has been further defined as: 
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Relevant case law and the general principles of statutory interpretation strongly indicate 

that a ‘relic’ is properly regarded as an object or chattel. A relic can, in some 

circumstances, become part of the land be regarded as a fixture (a chattel that becomes 

permanently affixed to land).6 

Minor works that will have a minimal impact on archaeological relics may be granted an exception under 

Section 139 (4) or an exemption under Section 57 (2) of the Heritage Act. 

4.3.2 Archaeological ‘works’ versus ‘relics’ 

The Heritage Act provides additional protection for archaeological remains through the operation of the 

‘relics’ provisions. The primary aim of an archaeological significance assessment is to identify whether an 

archaeological resource, deposit, site or feature is of cultural value and therefore, considered to be a ‘relic’.7 

Historical archaeological sites typically contain a range of different elements as vestiges and remnants of the 

past. Such sites will include ‘relics’ of significance in the form of deposits, artefacts, objects and usually also 

other material evidence from demolished buildings, works or former structures which provide evidence of 

prior occupations but may not be ‘relics’.8 

The Heritage Act places ‘works’ in a separate category to archaeological ‘relics’. ‘Works’ are typically 

remnants of historical structures that are considered to be items of environmental heritage but are not 

associated with artefact bearing material. Impacts to a ‘work’ do not require approval from the NSW Heritage 

Council or its delegate. The following examples of remnant structures have been considered to be ‘works’ by 

the NSW Heritage Council: 

• Evidence of former infrastructure, where there are no historical artefacts in association with the item 

• Historical building footings where there are no historical artefacts in association with the item. 

Where buried remnants of historical structures are located in association with historical artefacts in 

controlled historical contexts (such as intact historic glass, ceramic or bone artefacts), which have the 

potential to inform research questions regarding the history of a site, the above items may not be 

characterised as ‘works’ and may be considered to be ‘relics’. The classification of archaeological resource 

as a ‘work’ therefore is contingent on the predicted remains being associated with historical structures as 

well as there being no prediction of the recovery of intact artefactual deposits which may be of research 

interest. 

Archaeological works must be managed in accordance with their significance. 

4.3.3 State Heritage Register 

The SHR was established under Section 22 of the Heritage Act and is a list of places and objects of 

particular importance to the people of NSW, including archaeological sites. The SHR is administered by 

Heritage NSW, Department of Premier and Cabinet. This includes a diverse range of over 1,500 items, in 

both private and public ownership. To be listed, an item must be deemed to be of heritage significance for 

the whole of NSW. 

 
6 Assessing Significance for Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’, Heritage Branch, Department of Planning, 2009:7. 
7 Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH), Heritage Division, 2009. Assessing Significance for Archaeological Sites 
and ‘Relics’, p. 4 
8 Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH), Heritage Division, 2009. Assessing Significance for Archaeological Sites 
and ‘Relics’, p. 7. 
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To carry out activities within the curtilage of an item listed on the SHR, approval must be gained from the 

Heritage Council by securing a Section 60 permit. In some circumstances, under Section 57(2) of the 

Heritage Act, a Section 60 permit may not be required if works are undertaken in accordance with the NSW 

Heritage branch document Standard Exemptions for Works Requiring Heritage Council Approval 9or in 

accordance with agency specific exemptions. This includes works that are only minor in nature and will have 

minimal impact on the heritage significance of the place. 

No sites within or within 100 metres of the study area are included on the SHR. 

4.3.4 Section 170 registers 

Under the Heritage Act all government agencies are required to identify, conserve and manage heritage 

items in their ownership or control. Section 170 requires all government agencies to maintain a Heritage and 

Conservation Register that lists all heritage assets and an assessment of the significance of each asset. 

They must ensure that all items inscribed on its list are maintained with due diligence in accordance with 

State Owned Heritage Management Principles approved by the Government on advice of the NSW Heritage 

Council. These principles serve to protect and conserve the heritage significance of items and are based on 

NSW heritage legislation and guidelines.  

No sites within or within 100 metres of the study area are included on the s170 register. 

4.4 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The EP&A Act establishes the framework for cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in the land use 

planning and development consent process. The EP&A Act requires that environmental impacts are 

considered prior to land development; this includes impacts on cultural heritage items and places as well as 

archaeological sites and deposits. The EP&A Act requires that Local Governments prepare planning 

instruments (such as Local Environmental Plans [LEPs] and Development Control Plans [DCPs]) in 

accordance with the Act, to provide guidance on the level of environmental assessment required.  

The study area falls within the boundaries of two LGAs, the Parramatta LGA and the Cumberland LGA. 

Therefore, it is subject to the Parramatta and Cumberland LEPs. These LEPs include a schedule of local 

heritage items and planning controls related to development in the vicinity of heritage items.  

4.4.1 Auburn Local Environmental Plan 2010 

The heritage items that are the subject of this report are listed on the Auburn LEP 2010. On 12 May 2016, as 

part of a NSW State Government program of local government reform, Auburn City Council was 

amalgamated into Parramatta City Council, and Holroyd City Council merged to form the Cumberland 

Council as a new LGA. A LEP and Development Control Plan (DCP) for the Cumberland LGA is currently 

under draft.  

The study area north of the M4 Motorway falls within the Parramatta LGA. There are no heritage items listed 

on the Parramatta LEP 2011 that are located within 100m of the study area. The study area south of the M4 

Motorway, which encompasses the subject heritage items of this report, falls within the newly formed 

Cumberland LGA.   

The Auburn LEP 2010 aims to conserve the heritage significance of heritage items and heritage 

conservation areas, including associated fabric, settings and views; and to protect archaeological sites. The 

LEP stipulates development controls in relation to development proposed on or near heritage listed 

properties, archaeological sites, or Aboriginal places of heritage significance. The Auburn DCP 2010 details 

 
9 Heritage Council of New South Wales 2009. 
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the standards, policies and guidelines related to construction and development for the study area and is 

consistent with the Auburn LEP 2010. 

The following clauses apply to places of heritage significance within the Cumberland LGA, under Part 5.1 

Clause 1 of the Auburn LEP 2010: 

Objectives  

The objectives of this clause are as follows: 

(a) to conserve the environmental heritage of Auburn,  

(b) to conserve the heritage significance of heritage items and heritage conservation 

areas, including associated fabrics, settings and views,  

(c) to conserve archaeological sites,  

(d) to conserve Aboriginal objects and Aboriginal places of heritage significance. 

Before granting consent under this clause in respect of a heritage item or conservation area, the consent 

authority, currently the Cumberland City Council, must consider the effect of the proposed development on 

the heritage significance of the item or area concerned (Part 5.1 Clause 5), notably if the development is on 

land: 

(5) Heritage assessment 

The consent authority may, before granting consent to any development; 

     (a) on land on which a heritage item is located; or 

     (b) on land that is within a heritage conservation area; 

     (c) on land that is within the vicinity of land referred to in paragraph (a) or (b); 
 

require a heritage management document to be prepared that assesses the extent to 

which the carrying out if the proposed development would affect the heritage significance 

of the heritage item or heritage conservation area concerned. 

There are two LEP heritage listed items within or within 100 metres of the study area listed on the 

Auburn LEP 2010: 

• Stand of Eucalyptus longifolia (Auburn LEP 2010 Item No. I20) 

• Parramatta Road milestone (Auburn LEP 2010 Item No. A52).
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4.5 Summary of heritage listings 

There are two LEP listed heritage items located within or within 100 metres of the study area. The details of 
these heritage items are provided in Table 4. The location of these items in relation to the study area is 
shown in Figure 3. 

Table 4: Heritage registers search results 

Item Address Significance Listing  Location 

Stand of Eucalyptus 
longifolia 

(Shale gravel transition 
forest) 

Corner Parramatta Road and Hill 
Road, Lidcombe 

Local 
Auburn LEP 2010 

(Item No. I20) 
Within study area 

Parramatta Road 
Milestone 

South side of Parramatta Road, 
east of Delhi Street, Lidcombe 

Local 
Auburn LEP 2010 

(Item No. A52) 
< 95m south-east of 

study area 
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Figure 3. Location of heritage items within study area 
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5.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

5.1 Introduction 

This chapter provides a brief historical context for the study area based on a desktop review of 

existing studies that are referenced accordingly below. 

5.2 Non-Aboriginal history 

5.2.1 Early exploration and settlement 

Exploration to the west of Sydney Cove began soon after first settlement, as it was found that the 

sandstone soils of coastal Sydney were unsuited to cultivation and it was necessary to find more 

fertile land.10 On 4 February 1788, an exploring party rowing up what is now the Parramatta River 

reached Homebush Bay, coming close to the area known today as Lidcombe.11 The locality was 

initially referred to as “The Flats” by Europeans, as described by Lieutenant Bradley during his 

charting of the river in 1788 in reference to the mangroves and mud flats that characterised the area.  

In 1788, a government farm was established on the banks of the Parramatta River at Parramatta 

(initially named Rose Hill). A government house was built near the farm, which prompted the 

development of the town of Parramatta, laid out in 1790. Initially the river was the main form of 

transport, but an overland track between Parramatta and Sydney was cleared through the bush 

between 1789 and 1791, which became the basis for ‘the road to Parramatta’. In 1793, the first 

European land grants in the vicinity of the suburbs of Homebush, Lidcombe, Auburn and Strathfield 

were made to a group of free settlers, and the higher and drier lands along Parramatta Road area 

became known as “Liberty Plains”. 

In October 1799, free settler D’Arcy Wentworth received a 140 acre grant, which became the Home 

Bush estate. The Home Bush estate was bounded by Homebush Bay, Powell’s Creek, Haslam Creek 

and the Parramatta Road. Wentworth initially ran pigs, goats and horses at Home Bush, but later 

established a horse stud on his estate. Wentworth developed the estate as his country residence; 

clearing land, establishing a substantial house at the south eastern corner of the landholding and 

dividing the land into estate into fields with post and rail fences. Wentworth eventually established a 

racetrack within south eastern extent of the Home Bush estate, located near the current intersection 

of Parramatta Road with Underwood Road.  

By the early nineteenth century, Parramatta Road was a major thoroughfare for the colony.12 A track 

leading west from Parramatta to the Nepean River was also built between 1788 and 1789. In 1815, 

William Cox led construction of the Great Western Road from the Nepean River through the Blue 

Mountains, with a ferry crossing of the river at Emu Plains. In December 1817, Cox also completed 

construction of the section of the Great Western Road between Emu Plains and Parramatta, which 

was later named the Great Western Highway in 1928 (Figure 4).13 

By 1828, there was scattered settlement across the district. Settlers identified as living in the area of 

Lidcombe include Ann Curtis, with a daughter and a single servant, and Samuel Haslam, along with 

his wife, son and two servants. The original vegetation of the area was open forest of grey box, 

ironbark and stringy bark, with woollybutt red gums as the dominant canopy, collectively forming what 

 
10 Artefact Heritage, 2014: 24. 
11 Terry Kass, 2008, ‘Lidcombe’, Dictionary of Sydney. Accessed online at: 
http://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/lidcombe 
12 Artefact Heritage, 2014: 24. 
13 Artefact Heritage, 2014: 24. 
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is now named shale gravel transition forest. Land was slowly cleared and over time, fires reduced the 

tree cover in the region. 14  

On 26 September 1855, a railway link between Sydney and Parramatta was officially opened, being 

the first section of the NSW railway network to be completed. The arrival of the railway prompted 

more rapid subdivision and development in areas along its route. Between Strathfield and Parramatta, 

the railway line roughly followed Parramatta Road. This encouraged increased development along the 

corridor and in the local area.15 A train station was constructed at Auburn in 1877. 

Figure 4: Parramatta Road near Lidcombe, looking west towards Auburn, 1927. (Source: State 
Library of NSW) 

 

5.2.2 Industrial activities and livestock industries 

Industrial activities were occurring in the Liberty Plains district during its early history, particularly in 

the Silverwater/Newington area. The construction of Auburn and Lidcombe railway stations led to an 

increase in settlement and population in the local area. However, the poor quality soils were found to 

be unsuitable for agricultural production. As such, the areas were industrially developed. One of the 

earliest significant industries in the area was the slaughter and processing of livestock.16    

In 1869, the Sydney Meat Preserving Company was established where Haslams Creek meets 

Parramatta Road, about 700 m west of the study area. The company processed surplus stock for 

graziers. Most of the site was occupied by stockyards where slaughtering, butchering, preserving, 

trimming and boiling down activities took place.17 

In 1862, Rookwood Cemetery was built to provide a new cemetery in Sydney’s west that could be 

accessed by rail. Various gravediggers, stonemasons and undertaker businesses were established 

around the cemetery. This also led to the Haslams Creek township, which was later renamed 

 
14 Kass, 2008. 
15 Artefact Heritage, 2014: 26. 
16 Kass, 2008. 
17 Ibid 
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Lidcombe. At the turn of the twentieth century, the population of the area had boomed from 247 in 

1881 to 5,418 in 1911.18 

Further development occurred in the area with the opening of the State Abattoirs at Homebush in 

1916 (Figure 5). By the 1930s, the State Abattoirs claimed to be the largest slaughterhouse in the 

world. The abattoir was surrounded by 1,500 acres of stockyards, with most stock coming from 

nearby Flemington sale yards. The State Abattoirs provided employment for some 1,600 workers, and 

contained an extensive complex of buildings, factories, roads and dedicated railway system.  

With the population of the region increasing, other industries developed locally including brick and 

pottery works and chemical industry. The manufacturing boom of the 1920s introduced new high-tech 

industries, the manufacture of railway locomotives and machinery. The various companies engaged 

in these industrial pursuits provided stable employment that facilitated further suburban 

development.19 During the 1920s, the suburbs of Auburn and Lidcombe experienced a boom in 

housing construction and the concurrent industrial development of these suburbs resulted in a 

constant stream of motor lorries along the area’s main roads, in particular Parramatta Road. 

Figure 5: State Abattoirs at Homebush, 1931. (Source: State Library of NSW. Call No: 
d1_03858) 
 

 

5.2.3 Later development 

Lidcombe was used during the Second World War for defence training (the War Service Homes 

Commission) and as a site for building military aircraft. This was reinforced during the post-war 

period, with the area being zoned for industry (Cumberland County Plan) and housing (Housing 

Commission). Homebush remained an area that was predominantly used for industry. 

The importance of Parramatta Road (also known as the Great Western Highway) increased in the 

middle of the twentieth century as more people started to own cars. This led to various widenings, 

upgrades, improvements and extensions.20 The staged construction of the M4 Western Motorway as 

the F4 Western Freeway between the late 1960s and mid-1980s changed the transport patterns in 

 
18 Kass, 2008. 
19 Artefact Heritage, 2014: 26. 
20 Kass, 2008. 
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the area. It also led to increased industrial development along the freeway corridor, which was 

heightened around Homebush following the closure of the State Abattoirs in 1988.21 

5.3 Detailed history of the study area 

5.3.1 1790s to 1833 

The study area is partially located on the site of the large D’Arcy Wentworth landholding of the 

Homebush Estate, which by 1811 totalled 990 acres. The Parish Map seen below in Figure 6 shows 

the extent of this early land grant, and indicates that by this time, Parramatta Road was a major 

arterial road. The map also illustrates Haslams Creek before it was modified during the 20th Century 

as a formalised channel.  

Figure 6: Late nineteenth century Parish Map of Concord, showing D’Arcy Wentworth estate. 
(Source: Six Maps, https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au) 

 

5.3.2 1833 to 1907 

In 1833, the Home Bush estate was advertised for lease. Throughout the remainder of the nineteenth 

century, the Home Bush estate remained in ownership of the Wentworth family and was rented to a 

series of occupiers. In 1883, the estates at Homebush extending from Parramatta Road in the south 

to the Parramatta River in the north were subdivided as ‘Homebush Village’, although it was three 

years until the first allotment sold. While some lots sold along the Parramatta Road frontage, the 

estate remained largely undeveloped until 1907. A map of the Parish of Liberty Plains (Figure 7) 

shows that by the late nineteenth century land in the southern end of the study area within the 

Lidcombe locality had been subdivided, with grants ranging from 30 acres to 200 acres. 

 
21 Ibid. 
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Figure 7: Late nineteenth century Parish Map of Liberty Plains. (Source: Six Maps, 
https://maps.six.nsw.gov.au) 

 

5.3.3 1907 to 1960s 

In 1907, the Public Works Department took control of land that is partially within the study area to 

build the State Abattoirs and associated agricultural and livestock processing land uses. The first 

section of work that was completed on the site between 1907 and 1908 was construction of the 

Abattoirs Branch railway line that connected the abattoir to the main suburban, along with 

establishment of a system of internal roadways. This involved levelling the site for construction.22 

Around this time, the Thorpes railway siding was established at the northern end of the study area at 

the intersection between Hill Road and John Ian Wing Parade. Desiccator Road, which was later 

modified and realigned in sections as Hill Road, was also established at this time and is within the 

study area. The abattoir was officially opened in 1916. 

The earliest available aerial photography of the area taken in 1943 and other historical mapping show 

the location of the Abattoirs Branch, Thorpes siding and Desiccator Road within the study area. The 

portion of the Abattoirs Branch within the study area ran along the eastern side of what is now Hill 

Road to the north of the M4 Motorway. The 1943 aerial shows that a factory was located at the 

northern end of the study area on the eastern side of Desiccator Road (now Hill Road). This complex 

of buildings was the stock feed mill and factory of Thorpe’s Ltd, which was associated with the State 

Abattoirs with the production of feed for livestock. A newspaper article dating to 1924 describes the 

factory when it was nearing completion:23 

These huge four-story works, designed and equipped on the most modern lines, 

are not yet completed. Carpenters and other tradesmen still crowd each floor, 

erecting and fitting plant. Some sections, however, were seen in operation, and 

there was enough to astonish the visitors at the magnitude of the works and the 

completeness of the machinery […] Wheat and other grains are received into the 

factory in bulk, and are handled automatically through every process until delivered 

finally into the bags in which the foods go out, with all waste and rubbish 

 
22 Government Architect’s Office 2013. Abattoir Heritage Precinct Sydney Olympic Park: Conservation 
Management Plan: 118. 
23 The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW: 1883 - 1930), ‘STOCK FEEDING’ (1924, February 29) p. 5. Retrieved 
5/2/19, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article245900765. 
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eliminated. The factory has a capacity of 1000 tons a week on one shift, and the 

nest of 18 grain silos will hold 1200 tons. The works are on a railway siding, and all 

cartage in or out is obviated. 

The 1943 aerial shows that by this time, a stockyard had also been established east of the study area 

in an area of land now bound by the M4 Motorway to the south, Hill Road to the west and Carter 

Street to the north, with several outbuildings and sheds visible (Figure 8). In the 1930s, Haslams 

Creek had been formalised into a channel (termed ‘canalisation’), which can also be seen in the 1943 

aerial. 

Figure 8. Aerial photograph of area in 1943, showing development of State Abattoirs 

 

5.3.4 1960s to 1990s 

During this phase, an area was set aside to develop the M4 Motorway (F4 Western Freeway) in the 

1960s (Figure 9). This included part of the study area, comprising sections of Desiccator Road (now 

Hill Road) and the Abattoirs Branch railway line.  
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Following the Second World War, operations at the State Abattoirs began to decline despite 

completion of a modernisation program in 1966. By 1978, much of the area of what is now Sydney 

Olympic Park had developed into an urban industrial wasteland and rubbish dumping ground. 

Decentralisation of abattoir facilities to rural areas during the decades that followed the Second World 

War, in conjunction with maintenance and technological demands, resulted in the decline of the 

economic viability of the State Abattoirs and its eventual closure.  

The staged construction of the M4 Western Motorway as the F4 Western Freeway between the late 

1960s and mid-1980s resulted in increased industrial development along the freeway corridor. During 

the late 1960s, an unused portion of the abattoir site fronting Parramatta Road (partially within the 

project footprint to the east of Hill Road and north of the freeway) was subdivided and sold as an 

industrial park. 

Figure 9: Aerial photograph of area in 1965, showing resumption of land and planned M4 
Motorway. (Source: Historical Imagery Viewer) 
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Figure 10. Aerial photograph of area in 1978, showing industrial development of the area 
(Source: Historical Imagery Viewer) 

 

5.3.5 1990s to present 

By 1988 there was an estimated nine million cubic metres of waste and contaminated soil spread 

over 400 hectares within the 760-hectare Homebush site, including the former State Abattoirs. 

Remediation work was undertaken between 1992 and 2001 to support development of the Sydney 

Olympic Park. This led to controlled and uncontrolled landfilling operations and gentrification of the 

previously industrial precinct.  
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Figure 11. Aerial photograph of area in 1986, showing beginning of construction at Sydney 
Olympic Park (Source: Historical Imagery Viewer) 
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6.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

6.1 Introduction 

A site inspection was not undertaken as part of the preparation of this SoHI, with information utilised 

from a previous site inspection undertaken by Charlotte Simons (Senior Heritage Consultant, Artefact 

Heritage) on 15 March 2017 and on 3 April 2019. The site inspection aimed to identify the heritage 

values in the study area and confirm the proposal’s impact on the listed heritage items.  

6.2 Description 

6.2.1 Setting 

The study area is centred on the Hill Road interchange extending north to John Ian Wing Parade, 

east to the existing westbound M4 Motorway on-ramp, and south to Parramatta Road/Great Western 

Highway. The additional study area covers the intersection of Birnie Avenue and Parramatta 

Road/Great Western Highway. The general setting of the study area comprises a combination of 

industrial, commercial and residential development. 

Landscape heritage item I20 is located to the south of the M4 Motorway, west and east of Hill Road. 

The remnant section to the east has been impacted from the recent construction of the westbound 

on-ramp upgraded to support the approved project. The western section was not impacted by the 

approved project. Given the relatively flat topography of the area, the woodland is a landmark and a 

distinctive visual element in the surrounding streetscape. The second heritage item A52 (a milestone) 

is located on the southern side of Parramatta Road on the kerb near Delhi Street.  

 
Figure 12: View north west at intersection of 
Bombay Street, Parramatta Road and Hill 
Road, Heritage item I20 and M4 Motorway in 
distance. 

 
Figure 13: View north at intersection of 
Bombay Street, Parramatta Road and Hill 
Road, Heritage item I20 and M4 Motorway in 
distance. 
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Figure 14: View north east at intersection of 
Bombay Street, Parramatta Road, Hill Road 
and M4 Motorway in distance. 

Figure 15: View north west along the Great 
Western Highway from intersection at 
Bombay Street. 

 
Figure 16: View north west along Great 
Western Highway within project footprint. 

  
Figure 17: View north to stormwater channel 
located on the northern side of the Great 
Western Highway. 

 
Figure 18.View north west along Great 
Western Highway within project footprint. 

 
Figure 19: View north east along Hill Road 
beneath the M4 Motorway (heritage item I20 to 
left). 

 
Figure 20: View south along Hill Road near 
intersection with Carter Street towards the M4 
Motorway. 

 
Figure 21. View north east to intersection of 
Carter Street and Hill Road. 
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Figure 22: View north east along Hill Street 
towards intersection with John Ian Wing 
Parade. 

 
Figure 23: View north west along John Ian 
Wing Parade. 
 

6.2.2 Heritage item I20 

This heritage item encompasses a stand of Shale gravel transition forest in the Sydney Basin 

Bioregion (Eucalyptus longifolia) on the northern side of Parramatta Road/Great Western Highway. Hill 

Road transects the heritage curtilage of the item, dividing it into a western and eastern portion. 

The group of trees is dominated by an open canopy of E. longifolia (Woollybutt) and white feather 

honey myrtle (Melaleuca decora), including 10 mature trees that range from 8 metres to 15 metres in 

height. The vegetation patches feature an understory that is dominated by exotic flora species 

including Panicum maximum var. maximum (Guinea Grass) and Ehrharta erecta (Panic Veldtgrass) 

which are dominant amongst a variety of natives such as Lomandra longifolia (Spiny-headed Mat-

Rush), Rytidosperma bipartitum (Wallaby Grass), Themeda triandra (Kangaroo Grass), Microlaena 

stipoides (Weeping Meadow Grass) and Dichondra repens (Kidney Weed)  

The portion of heritage item to the west of Hill Road contains most of the mature trees. This site 

features a pedestrian footpath that links Parramatta Road and Hill Road. The trees to the east of Hill 

Road covered by the heritage listing mainly include young trees that were potentially planted following 

the construction of the M4 Motorway. This site is isolated by the west bound on-ramp, and could not 

be accessed for inspection due to safety concerns. 

The biodiversity assessment memo for the proposal identified heritage item I20 as mainly being a 

highly disturbed area dominated by planted native vegetation, with the remnant Shale transition gravel 

forest only forming a small extent of the total area. This vegetation was assessed as being consistent 

with the endangered ecological community listing under Part 3 of Schedule 1 of the State-listed NSW 

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995, however as described in Section 4.2, it did not meet the 

thresholds for classification under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016.24 

 
24 Roads and Maritime, ‘WestConnex M4 Widening, Appendix I: Biodiversity Assessment – M4 Motorway to Hill 
Road westbound off-ramp’ Draft April 2017: 35. 
 



Hill Road Upgrade 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

  
Page 31 

 

 
Figure 24: View east to immature plantings 
located within western stand of shale gravel 
transition forest within heritage item I20. 

 
Figure 25: View north along pathway within 
western stand of shale gravel transition forest 
within heritage item I20, showing mature trees 
left foreground. 

 
Figure 26: View north within western stand of 
shale gravel transition forest within heritage 
item I20 to M4 Motorway in distance, showing 
remnant vegetation. 

 
Figure 27:View west along pathway within 
western stand of shale gravel transition forest 
within heritage item I20. 
 

  
Figure 28: View north within western stand of 
shale gravel transition forest within heritage 
item I20 to M4 Motorway in distance, showing 
remnant vegetation. 

  
Figure 29: View west along pathway within 
western stand of shale gravel transition forest 
within heritage item I20. 
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6.2.3 Heritage item A52 

Heritage item A52 is one of a group of milestones located alongside Parramatta Road, representing 

the continuing importance of Parramatta Road as a turnpike or toll road and later as a main highway 

between Sydney, Parramatta and the west. Milestones were a simple but important piece of 

infrastructure providing reference points for travellers, reassuring them that the correct path was 

being following, in addition to indicating distance travelled or remainder of distance to travel. The  

four-sided Milestone is made of precast concrete, although a number of the milestones were made 

from sandstone. Originally painted white, the paintwork has almost entirely faded or flaked off. The 

milestone features the lettering ‘S11/PTTA 4’, representing Sydney, 11-miles distance and 

Parramatta, 4-miles distance.  
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7.0 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

7.1 Introduction 

This section establishes the significance of the heritage item within the study area. Information on the 

significance of this item, including a statement of significance, has been drawn from the SHI 

database. 

7.1.1 Shale gravel transition forest (LEP Item No. I20) 

The NSW State Heritage Inventory entry for heritage item I20, listed as a stand of Eucalyptus 

longifolia contains the following statement of significance: 

 “Remnant planting that has scientific significance being representative of the 

indigenous planting that once covered a larger area of the Cumberland Plain and 

may act as a valuable seed source, historic significance for being retained as a 

group and aesthetic significance for landmark value on the corner of the original 

arterial road through the locality.” 

Table 5 provides a significance assessment for the ‘Stand of Eucalyptus longifolia’, which has been 

adapted from the NSW State Heritage Inventory entry for the item. 

Table 5: Significance assessment for ‘Stand of Eucalyptus longifolia’ 

Criterion Description 

A – Historical 
Significance 

The item contains a remnant group of trees indigenous to the Cumberland Plain, which 
have [been] retained despite changes to the surrounding locality. It has historic 
significance for being retained as a group. 

C – Aesthetic or 
Technical 
Significance 

There is aesthetic significance for landmark value on the corner of the original arterial 
road through the locality. Remnant planting that has scientific significance being 
representative of the indigenous planting that once covered a larger area of the 
Cumberland Plain and may act as a valuable seed source. It is noted that a significant 
number of trees have already been removed in the eastern portion of the item’s heritage 
curtilage. 

E – Research 
potential 

Remnant planting that has scientific significance being representative of the indigenous 
planting that once covered a larger area of the Cumberland Plain and may act as a 
valuable seed source. The western portion of the item’s heritage curtilage is particularly 
intact. 

F - Rarity Increasingly rare remnant group of trees indigenous to the Cumberland Plain. 

7.1.2 Parramatta Road milestone (LEP Item No. A52) 

The NSW State Heritage Inventory entry for the locally listed Milestone contains the following 

statement of significance: 

“This milestone is one of a group of milestones on Parramatta Road, the earliest 

examples in sandstone, the later ones in concrete. They indicate the continuing 

importance of Parramatta Road first as a turnpike or toll road and later as a main 

highway between Sydney, Parramatta and the West.” 



Hill Road Upgrade 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

  
Page 34 

 

Table 6 provides a significance assessment for the ‘Parramatta Milestone’, which has been adapted 

from the NSW State Heritage Inventory entry for the item. 

Table 6: Significance assessment for ‘Parramatta Milestone’ 

Criterion Description 

A – Historical 
Significance 

This milestone is one of a group of milestones on Parramatta Road, the earliest 
examples in sandstone, the later ones in concrete. They indicate the continuing 
importance of Parramatta Road first as a turnpike or toll road and later as a main 
highway between Sydney, Parramatta and the West. 

F – Rarity 
It indicates the continuing importance of Parramatta Road first as a turnpike or toll road 
and later as a main highway between Sydney, Parramatta and the West. 

Integrity/Intactness White paint almost completely faded or flaked off. Now set in concrete slab. 
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8.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

8.1 Archaeological assessment – non-Aboriginal heritage 

The study area has been used for industrial purposes and activities since 1881, with use before that 

probably consisting of land clearance as part of the early land grants in the region. For the purposes 

of this assessment, the potential archaeology of the study area has been classified into the following 

phases: 

• Phase 1 – Early land use and grants (1794 - 1833) 

• Phase 2 – Agricultural and industrial development (1833 - 1907) 

• Phase 3 – State Abattoirs (1907 - c1960s) 

• Phase 4 – Modern development and road corridor development (c1960s - present). 

8.1.1 Phase 1: Early land use and grants (1794 - 1833) 

Phase 1 may contain archaeological evidence of early land grants, settlement patterns and 

development of the land within the study area, including as part of Wentworth’s Home Bush estate. 

This includes former access ways, fence lines, and evidence of early farming practices.  

The removal of vegetation, and preparation of the land for agricultural use, would have been the 

earliest land-use. Potential archaeological remains typically associated with nineteenth century 

clearing and agricultural use are ephemeral in nature. Activities such as tree clearance, fence 

construction, the development of unsealed roads and agricultural planting leave little material 

evidence and are not likely to be identified. There is no evidence of any structures being located 

within the study area, with the main development within the Home Bush Estate occurring to the east 

of the study area. 

Development of the study area during subsequent phases is likely to have disturbed any potential 

archaeological remains, including development within the State Abattoirs and development of the  

M4 Motorway and the industrial estate located to the east of Hill Road on the northern side of the 

motorway. 

There is nil-low potential for archaeological remains associated with this period of 

development to be present within the study area.   

8.1.2 Phase 2: Agricultural and industrial development (1833-1907) 

Phase 2 may contain archaeological evidence of nineteenth century development of the land within 

the study area. This includes as part of Wentworth’s Home Bush Estate, which was leased by various 

occupiers during this phase and used for agricultural purposes. Archaeological evidence from this 

phase could include former access ways, roads, fence lines, and evidence of farming practices.  

Structures for the shelter of livestock, sheds and outbuildings may have been located throughout the 

study area. These structures are rarely documented in contemporary plans or accounts. Agricultural 

structures and outbuildings were typically light-weight and constructed of locally sourced materials, 

timber or stone. Archaeological remains of these types of structures seldom survive intact in the 

archaeological record, as they were not intended to be permanent. Building materials were often re-

used and removed to other locations. Agricultural buildings were not typically inhabited and are rarely 

associated with an artefactual resource. Therefore, there is low potential that archaeological remains 

associated with undocumented outbuildings and shelters would be located within the study area.   
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During this phase the land within Wentworth’s Home Bush Estate was subdivided in the later decades 

of the nineteenth century. Subdivisions of the Home Bush Estate would include ephemeral remains 

such as land divisons and possible remains of structures not identfied through early records. There is 

no evidence of any structures being located within the study area, with the main development within 

the estate occurring to the east, although it is noted subdivisions were taken up progressively on 

allotments fronting Parramatta Road. 

Development of the study area during subsequent phases is likely to have disturbed any potential 

archaeological remains, including development within the State Abattoirs and development of the  

M4 Motorway and the industrial estate located to the east of Hill Road on the northern side of the 

motorway. 

There is nil-low potential for archaeological remains associated with this period of 

development to be present within the study area.   

8.1.3 Phase 3: State Abattoirs (1907-1960s) 

Phase 3 may contain archaeological remains and evidence associated with the use of land within and 

east of the study area as a stockyard and stock feed processing industry, especially as part of the 

State Abattoirs. Construction of the State Abattoirs commenced in 1907, and the abattoirs were in 

operation between 1916 and 1988. 

Historical records, including the earliest available aerial photography of the area in 1943, shows that 

by this time the study area contained the Abattoirs Branch railway line including Thorpes siding, 

Desiccator Road (now Hill Road), a structure that may comprise a stock feed factory and mill, and 

agricultural stockyard associated with the State Abattoirs. This agricultural industry has since been 

replaced by the M4 Motorway and further industrial development in the north.  

Archaeological remains associated with the Abattoirs Branch railway line would constitute ‘works’ and 

would not be associated with archaeological relics. It is unlikely that the 1920s stock feed factory and 

mill would contain any archaeological deposits or rubbish dumps, as refuse was in collection by this 

time. Archaeological evidence of the factory could include footings and in ground services. 

The 1943 aerial photography shows that John Ian Wing Parade to the west of Hill Road is in the 

location of a former section of the Haslams Creek channel, which was formalised in the 1930s and 

eventually reclaimed during the late twentieth century as part of the redevelopment of the area as 

Sydney Olympic Park. 

Development of the study area during Phase 2 and Phase 3 is likely to have disturbed potential 

archaeological remains in the southern end of the study area, including development of the  

M4 Motorway and the industrial estate located to the east of Hill Road on the northern side of the 

motorway. There is higher potential for archaeological remains within the northern extent of the study 

area, where less disturbances have occurred. 

There is low to moderate potential for remains of the buildings associated with this phase of 

use to remain within the study area. It is unlikely, however, that remains from this phase of 

use would reach the local significance threshold. 

8.1.4 Phase 4: Modern development and road corridor (c1960s – present) 

Phase 4 relates to the redevelopment of the study area as Sydney Olympic Park and industrial 

development to the south on the eastern side of Hill Road. This phase also includes development of 

the M4 Motorway and the Hill Road interchange, its recent upgrade, and the development of Hill 

Road. Activities within this phase are likely to have removed archaeological evidence of earlier 
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phases, and intact remains within the study area are likely (high potential) as they have not been 

damaged or destroyed by subsequent development phases.   

There is high potential for remains of the buildings and development associated with this 

phase of use to remain within the modification site, however remains from this phase of use 

would not reach the local significance threshold. 

8.2 Assessment of archaeological significance 

The significance of the potential archaeological resource has been assessed using the NSW heritage 

assessment criteria and is outlined in . 

Table 7. 

Table 7. Archaeological significance assessment 

Criteria Discussion 

Associations with 

individuals, events or 

groups of historical 

importance  

NSW Heritage Criterion A, 

B and D 

If an artefactual or structural archaeological resource associated with the earliest 
occupation of the study area is identified, it may have the ability to provide 
information relating to the early land uses during this time including establishment 
of Wentworth’s Home Bush estate. If remains are found to be intact and substantial, 
they may contribute to our knowledge of the nature of development of the region, 
and potentially early agricultural practises in this region (including the extent of land 
clearance, crop types, range and use of outbuildings, etc).  

If the modification site contains the remains of former structures and features 
associated with a substantial artefactual resource, analysis may provide insight into 
the preferences and life-ways of the former inhabitants of the area.  

The modification site is not considered to have associations for former workers of 
the State Abattoirs or associated agricultural and livestock processes, with 
associations mainly focused on the main abattoir precinct to the north east near the 
location of Sydney Olympic Park station.  

A substantial and intact potential archaeological resource associated with 
Phase 1 of the development of the modification site would have local 
significance under this criterion, although it is unlikely that an archaeological 

resource dating from this phase would remain. 

Aesthetic or technical 

significance  

NSW Heritage Criterion C 

It is acknowledged that whilst exposed archaeological remains do have some 
aesthetic qualities, these are primarily due to a connection to the history of a place, 
or artefactual remains, and are not considered aesthetically significant in and of 
themselves. Remains are likely to be typical of early structures and deposits, and 
unlikely to demonstrate technical significance.  
 
The potential archaeological resource does not meet the local significance 
threshold under this criterion. 

Ability to demonstrate 

the past through 

archaeological remains  

NSW Heritage Criterion A, 

C, F and G 

Archaeological remains associated with the earliest phase of occupation of 
the area may yield information relating to the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth century construction techniques, and contain an artefactual 
resource associated with former residents. In particular, intact artefact-
bearing structures or deposits, such as wells, rubbish pits and occupation 
deposits, may provide an archive of information that may not be able to be 
ascertained through other historical sources. It is possible that an intact and 
substantial archaeological resource associated with this early phase would 
have local significance under this criterion, although it is unlikely that an 
archaeological resource dating from this phase would remain.  
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Criteria Discussion 

While the modification site has the potential to yield archaeological remains 
which may provide information regarding livestock processing activities 
occurring during early to mid-twentieth century, it is unlikely this would 
provide information on evolving agricultural technologies or processes that is 
not already available from existing historical records and information.   
 
A substantial and intact potential archaeological resource associated 
with Phase 1 or Phase 2 of the development of the modification site 
would have local significance under this criterion, although it is unlikely 
that an archaeological resource dating from this phase would remain. 

Archaeological research 

potential  

NSW Heritage Criterion E 

Should artefact bearing deposits be identified (i.e., discarded within cesspits / wells, 
rubbish pits or occupation deposits) these remains have the potential to provide 
information unavailable elsewhere, particularly as little is known about the nature of 
the occupation of the study area in the late eighteenth to early nineteenth century.  
 
Artefact-rich deposits can provide data related to the preferences (i.e., food and 
drink), occupations, domestic activities and cultural practises (i.e., smoking, 
drinking, cottage industry, games) and socio-economic standing of the former 
inhabitants of the study area. The archaeological recording, analysis and 
interpretation of the potential archaeological resource could be expected to 
contribute to research questions in the local history of the area, such as the 
development of agriculture, the development of local economies, the building of 
settlements and the development of domestic and cultural life. 
 
A substantial and intact potential archaeological resource associated with 
Phase 1 or Phase 2 of the development of the study area would have local 
significance under this criterion, although it is unlikely that an archaeological 
resource dating from this phase would remain. 

8.2.1 Statement of archaeological significance 

Table 8 summarises the potential archaeological resources local to the study area.  

Table 8. Summary of archaeological potential and significance in the study area 

Phase Potential remains Significance Potential 

Phase 1 
Footings, occupation deposits, evidence of fence 
lines 

Local (if present) Nil-Low 

Phase 2 
Footings, occupation deposits, evidence of industrial 
and agricultural activities, evidence of fence lines 

Local (if present) Nil-Low 

Phase 3 
Footings, evidence of industrial and agricultural 
activities, evidence of fence lines 

Nil Low-Moderate 

Phase 4 Roadway materials Nil High 



Hill Road Upgrade 
Statement of Heritage Impact 

  
Page 39 

 

Figure 30. Archaeological potential of the study area 
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9.0 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

9.1 Introduction 

The following section provides an assessment of the impacts that proposed works would have on the 

heritage listed items and potential archaeological remains within the study area. This Statement of 

Heritage Impact has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines provided by the NSW Heritage 

Council and seeks to evaluate and explain how the proposed works may impact the heritage 

significance of the place, and comment on the necessity of negative impacts and mitigation 

measures. 

9.2 Assessment of heritage impact 

9.2.1 Heritage item I20 

9.2.1.1 Direct (physical) impacts 

The LEP item I20 incorporates all the vegetation on the corner of Parramatta Road and Hill Road 

(east and west of Hill Road) and includes the stand of Eucalyptus longifolia. The proposed works 

would involve the modification of the Parramatta Road and Hill Road intersection, providing a new 

left turn lane onto northbound of Hill Road and widened footpaths. This may involve the clearing of 

some vegetation on the southern and western edges of the LEP curtilage at the junction of 

Parramatta Road and Hill Road, though no tree or root removal has been included in the proposed 

works. The dripline of the significant trees, defined as the area directly underneath the outer 

circumference of the tree branches, should be avoided as part of the proposed works.  

A revegetation procedure including ‘trees, seedlings, chippings and turf’ would be implemented 

throughout the study area, including any areas of the LEP item I20 that may be affected. This 

revegetation procedure has been recommended by the draft Hill Road Biodiversity Technical 

Memo prepared by WSP for the project and outlined in the Hill Road Project Description, current 

as of 12 March 2021.  

The LEP listing is primarily concerned with approximately ten significant trees within the item’s 

curtilage, none of which would be removed or affected as part of the proposal. Though vegetation 

would be removed during the proposed works, this is likely to be minimal and would be offset by 

the revegetation procedure.  

The proposed works would result in a minor direct (physical) impact to heritage item I20. 

9.2.1.2 Indirect (visual) impact  

The proposed works would diminish the aesthetic significance of this item as a landmark on the 

corner of Hill Road with Parramatta Road, the original arterial road through the locality. Enhanced 

by the relatively flat topography of the site, the stand of trees within the heritage item are visually 

prominent from surrounding roads including Parramatta Road, Hill Road, Bombay Street and Delhi 

Street, and are considered a distinctive visual feature locally. The removal of vegetation within the 

curtilage would alter the setting of the significant trees, though this would be mitigated somewhat 

by the recommended revegetation procedure noted in the Hill Road Project Description (March 

2021). It is noted that the item’s context and setting has previously been significantly impacted by 

the presence of the M4 Motorway and a range of other development and infrastructure .  

There is some potential for the significant trees within item I20 to experience vibration impacts 

during the proposed construction program. If vibration impacts were found to damage the root 

structure, compact the soil or damage significant trees associated with the item, there is potential 
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for the proposal to have a major impact on its overall heritage significance. The WSP Noise and 

Vibration Impact Assessment for the project, current as of September 2021, includes mitigation 

measures to assess and reduce potential vibration impacts on significant trees, including the 

engagement of an arborist to monitor trees during works and general compliance wit the Sydney 

Olympic Park Authority (SOPA) Guidelines for the Protection of Trees on Construction Sites.25  

Provided mitigation measures in relation to revegetation and vibration impacts, the proposed 

works would result in a minor indirect (visual) impact to heritage item I20. 

9.2.2 Heritage item A52  

9.2.2.1 Direct (physical) impacts 

There are no proposed works being undertaken in the vicinity of the item’s heritage curtilage, with 

the item located approximately 95 metres from the proposed works. 

The proposal would result in a neutral direct (physical) impact to item A52. 

9.2.2.2 Indirect (visual) impacts 

The context, views and setting of the milestone would be unaffected by the proposal due its 

distance (approximately 95 metres from the proposed works). The absence of works near the 

milestone means that potential indirect impacts caused by construction vibration are unlikely.  

The proposal would result in a neutral direct (physical) impact to item A52. 

9.2.3 Potential archaeological resources 

The prevailing historic land uses of the study area have been for agricultural and industrial activities. 

Activities from the proposed works with the potential to impact on the archaeological resource would 

include excavations required for the proposed road upgrades at Hill Road including integration with 

the Great Western Highway and M4 Motorway, and intersections at Carter Street and John Ian Wing 

Parade. The potential for significant archaeology to be located within the study area has been 

assessed as nil-low, therefore the proposed works are not considered to result in an archaeological 

impact. 

9.2.4 Cumulative impacts 

Cumulative impacts represent the incremental loss of, or modifications to, a heritage item or 

archaeological resource over time. These can result from individually minor, but collectively 

significant, actions and must therefore be considered within the wider development context in order to 

minimise impacts. 

The primary cumulative impact concerns the context and setting of the LEP item I20, which has 

previously been significantly impacted by the construction and continued operation of the  

M4 Motorway and a range of other development and infrastructure.  A large number of the 

Eucalyptus longifolia, as well as associated trees and vegetation, would have been permanently 

harmed or removed during the ongoing development of the local area. The proposed works would 

further remove the vegetation within the curtilage of the LEP item I20 and modify the item’s existing 

landscape. However, significant elements of item I20 such as its surviving mature trees would be 

 
25 Sydney Olympic Park Authority, 2004. Guidelines for the Protection of Trees on Construction Sites. Report 
prepared by the Tree School.  
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retained, the proposed works would be limited to the edges of the curtilage and revegetation would 

occur following the completion of works.  

Therefore, when the proposal is considered in tandem with the associated mitigation measures and 

past impacts on the overall area, it would have a negligible cumulative impact on the heritage 

significance of the LEP item I20. 

9.2.5  Impact summary 

Overall, the proposal would have minor to neutral impacts to heritage items as a result of 

modifications to the existing environment and the removal of vegetation within LEP item I20.  

9.3 Statement of heritage impact 

A statement of heritage impact has been prepared in accordance with the model provided in the NSW 

Heritage Division (now Heritage NSW) guidelines which delineates a statement of heritage impact 

into three key component questions26 in Table 9.27  

Table 9: Statement of heritage impact for the proposal 

Heritage Consideration Discussion 

What aspects of the project 
respect or enhance the 
heritage significance of the 
study area and nearby heritage 
items? 

The proposed works are required to improve traffic efficiency and safety, 
allowing the M4 Motorway, Hill Road, Parramatta Road, Carter Street and 
Birnie Avenue to adapt to increasing demands and continue to function as 
major arterial and suburban roads. 
 
In general, the proposal largely avoids heritage listed items, only 
impinging on the southern and western edge of the heritage curtilage of 
LEP item I20. Any removal of vegetation from this item will be mitigated by 
the revegetation procedure implemented following the completion of 
works. 
 
The proposal does not affect the LEP item A52. 

What aspects of the proposal 
could have a detrimental 
impact on the study area and 
nearby heritage items 

There is some potential for significant trees within the curtilage of the LEP 
Item I20 to be impacted by vibration as a result of construction and works 
within the Parramatta Road/Hill Road intersection. The WSP Noise and 
Vibration Assessment for the project provides appropriate mitigation 
measures to assess, monitor and prevent potential vibration impacts.  

Have more sympathetic 
options been considered and 
discounted? 

The current proposal is assessed to be the most sympathetic option for 
the proposed works, maintaining the heritage values of the surrounding 
LEP items whilst delivering the stated objectives of the proposal. An 
alternative option involves a ‘Do Nothing’ approach, which would not 
deliver the stated objectives of the proposal. For this reason, the ‘Do 
Nothing’ option would not be pursued.  

 

 
26 NSW Heritage Division, Statements of Heritage Impact. Accessed online 
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/hmstatementsofhi.pdf 
27 The guidelines also provide examples of further assessment questions which may be appropriate in relation to 
modification to existing identified Heritage items. As no heritage listed items or unlisted items of local significance 
were identified within the proposal site, further consideration of these questions is not required. 
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10.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

10.1 Conclusions 

The proposal has the potential to impact on two listed heritage items. The summary of these impacts 

are provided in Table 10. 

Table 10: Summary of potential heritage impacts arising from the proposal 

Heritage item Significance Listing Potential impacts 

   Direct Indirect 

Stand of Eucalyptus 
longifolia 

(Shale gravel transition 
forest) 

Local Auburn LEP 2010 (Item No. I20) Minor Minor 

Parramatta Road 
Milestone 

Local Auburn LEP 2010 (Item No. A52) Neutral Neutral 

 

10.2 Recommendations 

The following mitigation measures would be applied to during the proposed works: 

• Working under a construction heritage management plan. 

• Working under an unexpected finds procedure to account for the low risk of encountering 

archaeology while undertaking the proposed works. 

• Working under the mitigation measures for significant trees in the project’s Noise and Vibration 

Impact Assessment to prevent potential vibration impacts.  

• Adopting a stop work procedure if any archaeology or human remains are found onsite and 

ensuring the necessary processes and approvals are secured before restarting work. 

• Committing to not destroying, modifying or physically affecting any heritage items outside of the 

study area. 

• Ensuring the proposal’s urban design considers local heritage values.  

• Ensuring that any new ancillary facility locations avoid heritage impacts and secure the necessary 

approvals. The revegetation of affected areas, including within the curtilage of heritage item i20, 

with similar species of trees, shrubbery and seedlings. 

• Preparing management guidelines under the construction environmental management plan to 

protect tree roots, trunks, branches and tree crowns and to avoid working within any tree drip lines 

in line with the SOPA Guidelines for the Protection of Trees on Construction Sites.  

• Protection of heritage item A52 if there is any future proposals to work within the curtilage of the 

item. 
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