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Executive Summary

Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime) proposes to upgrade the M1 Princes Motorway
between Picton Road and Bulli Tops by the widening and in places realignment of both north and south
bound to facilitate improvements in road safety and efficiency.

The proposal involves road widening and realignment of the M1 Princes Motorway from a four lane
divided road (two lanes in each direction), to a six lane divided road (three in each direction) between
Picton Road to about 50 metres north of the M1/ Appin Road diverge at Bulli Tops and extends over a
distance of 8.3 kilometres.

The project components consist of:
m Widening (online) of the existing road from four lanes to six lanes for the majority of its length; and
m  Realignment (offline) to the east of the existing road to provide six lanes, including:

— the formation of two new significant cuttings at either end of the alignment, and

— the construction of a large fill south of Bellambi Creek

This Visual Impact, Landscape Character and Urban Design assessment has been prepared as part of the
Review of Environmental Factors (REF) currently being completed for the proposal and aims to identify the
strategies to manage impacts to the environment during construction and operation of the proposal. As
part of this process the impacts of the works will be assessed and a framework provided to assist in the
mitigation of these impacts as part of the detailed design of the proposal. In doing so a landscape design
vision and clear objectives will be established to ensure the design responds to its context and the
language of upgrades to either side of the proposal.

The report provides an outline of the physical and cultural landscape context of the site. The way in which
these attributes come together has been reviewed to define the Character Zones of the corridor. As part of
this process three character zones have been identified and assessed in terms of impact. These character
zones reflect the natural community through which they pass.

1) Character Zone 1 - Northern Section
2) Character Zone 2 — Bellambi Creek Valley
3) Character Zone 3 - Southern Section

The findings of this process revealed that the proposal will generally have a low- moderate impact on
landscape character with this rising to moderate where the alignment has been straightened resulting in a
new footprint for the road. These changes consist of two significant new cuttings at either end of the
alignment and a new large fill embankment in the middle just beyond Bellambi Creek.

Visually 11viewpoints were assessed, of which the majority were views from within the corridor. The
impact of the proposal upon the views was generally assessed to be low. This reflects the degree of
screening provided by the natural communities and the absence of development immediately adjoining
the corridor. Five areas however were identified of low to moderate impact. These were associated with
the establishment of a new alignment at the northern end of the corridor near Bulli Tops, the southern end
north of Picton Road and a fill section south of Bellambi Creek.

Having assessed the route and identified the issues which the project poses in terms of integration a
discussion of methods to mitigate these issues is discussed. This covers approaches to treatment of
cuttings, retaining walls, barriers, verges, drainage, surplus material and revegetation. This is then pulled
together in the form of an overall Urban Design and Landscape strategy. This strategy describes the
general integration approaches, the key impact locations and the opportunities posed which could be
used to mitigate the impact of the design outcome as the project moves to design development.
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Background

The study area for the M1 Princes Motorway Improvements proposal is located at Mount Ousley, New
South Wales approximately 70 kilometres south of Sydney and 10 kilometres from Wollongong central
business district (CBD). The M1 Princes Motorway provides a strategic regional link on the Sydney —
Wollongong National Land Transport Network corridor servicing local and commuter traffic, passenger
and freight transport and is a major route for tourism. Refer Regional Context Plan (Figure 1).

The Roads and Maritime Services (Roads and Maritime - formerly Roads and Traffic Authority, RTA) are
proposing to upgrade the M1 Princes Motorway to improve road safety and efficiency along the
Motorway. The upgrade involves road widening at Mount Ousley and realignment of the M1 Princes
Motorway from a four lane divided road (two lanes in each direction), to a six lane divided road (three in
each direction).

For the purposes of this report the study area reaches beyond the immediate extent of the proposed
works footprint to assess the broader landscape character of the area and the likely points from which the
proposal would be visible. Refer to the Local Context Plan (Figure 2).

The section of M1 Princes Motorway between Bulli Tops and Picton Road interchange is a problematic
section of road. The road environment is a divided multi-lane road, located in a 100 km/hr speed zone
along a rolling and sweeping alignment with steep grades. The road services a high proportion of heavy
vehicles transporting freight between Port Kembla, Sydney, and collieries in the lllawarra. Presently there
are no slow travel lanes leading to travel efficiency and safety issues. These are compounded by a high
frequency of inclement weather and fog events, which reduce visibility. The proposal is needed to
improve road safety and traffic flow along this heavily used route.

Purpose of Report
The report has two key purposes:

1. To provide input and advice on the development of the proposed design solution in an
integrated environment.

2. Toundertake a landscape character and visual assessment of the preferred option for inclusion in
the REF.

The landscape character and visual impact assessment fills two main function, defined in the
Environmental Impact Assessment Practice Note: Landscape Character and Visual Impact Assessment (EIA
No.4)

“1. To inform the development of the preferred route and concept design so that the proposal can avoid
and minimise impacts up front. it must be commenced early in the environmental impact assessment (EIA)
process to achieve this goal and integrate with the design process.
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2.To inform the RMS, other agencies and the community about the landscape character and visual impact
of the proposal and what avoidance, management and mitigation strategies would be implemented.”

( Study Area

5 10km

Figure 1 — Regional Context Plan (Source: Googlemaps, 2014)
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In addressing the landscape character and visual assessment of the project, the guide differentiates
between the two categories of assessment with them defined as follows:

"landscape character assessment - the impact on the aggregate of an area’s built, natural and cultural
character or sense of place and visual assessment — the assessment of impact on views.

Landscape character and visual assessment are equally important. Landscape character assessment helps
determine the overall impact of a project on an area’s character and sense of place. Visual impact
assessment helps define the day to day visual effects of a project on people’s views.”

The report has been structured in such a way that it defines the context, character and visual catchments
of the proposal, identifies the critical issues which have informed the design selection and the approaches
to mitigate against them.

Study Area

Figure 2 - Local Context Plan (Source: Googlemap, 2014)
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Project Description

The proposal involves road widening and realignment of the M1 Princes Motorway from a four lane
divided road (two lanes in each direction), to a six lane divided road (three in each direction) between
Picton Road to about 50 metres north of the M1/ Appin Road diverge at Bulli Tops and extends over a
distance of 8.3 kilometres.

The project components consist of:

m  Widening (online) of the existing road from four lanes to six lanes from:
— Picton Road interchange to 600 metres north of Picton Road
— 165 kilometres north of Picton Road to the Fire Trail 7 access location

— On both sides of the existing road from Fire Trail 7 access location for about 370 metres beneath
the Endeavour Energy high voltage stanchions

— Tothe west of the existing road for a distance of about 200 metres, from about 370 metres to 570
metres north of Fire Trail 7 access location

m  Realignment (offline) to the east of the existing road to provide six lanes from:
— 600 metres north of Picton Road to 1.65 kilometres north of Picton Road
— 2.7 kilometres north of Picton Road to 70 metres south of Bellambi Creek bridge
m  Widening of Bellambi Creek bridge to provide six lanes from 70 metres south to 30 metres north of the
bridge
m  Provision of a three metre wide (northbound) and three metre wide (southbound) shoulder
Posted vehicle speed limit of 100 kilometres per hour

m  Expansion of the road surface area including the replacement of safety barriers, relocation of road
signage and infrastructure (such as permanent variable message signage)

m  Re-alignment and earthworks including bank stabilisation works and conservation measures

Re-alignment of 400m radius curve to 600+m radius at north end and earthworks including bank
stabilisation works and conservation measures.

m [nstallation of ITS infrastructure

Construction of the proposal would be undertaken in two stages. Stage 1 of the proposal has been
successful in securing funding under the Commonwealth's Infrastructure Investment Programme
(previously the Nation Building 2 (NB2) program). Funding is to be jointly provided by the NSW
Government and the Australian Government, with a contribution of $42M each. Subject to project
approval, Stage 1 construction would commence in 2016 and be delivered over a 24 month construction
period, during and outside of normal working hours. Construction of Stage 2 would be subject to future
funding.

Project Objective

The proposal objectives are:
m Improve travel time and efficiency by providing additional lane capacity

m  Improve road safety through enabling enhanced separation of slower moving and faster moving
vehicles

Provide for safe road and utility maintenance and access
Minimise impacts to National Parks and Wildlife, Sydney Catchment Authority or third party lands

m Increase reliability into and out of the lllawarra region and port of Port Kembla, including for general
freight, larger restricted access vehicles and high performance vehicles.

Urban and Landscape Design Objectives and Principles

In order to address the impacts of the proposed works, a number of key objectives have been developed
to define the nature and parameters of the landscape character and visual impact mitigation
recommendations, developed to ensure that the project design responds appropriately to its context.

The objectives and guiding principles are applicable for all design disciplines and have been developed to
assist the development of the concept design and are to be carried through to detailed design and
construction to ensure a unified and consistent approach to the development of the proposed works.
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The following objectives and associated principles are proposed to inform the development of the
Climbing Lanes proposal.

Objective 1

Provide a road that is responsive to and integrated with the landscape

Principles:

m  New road formation to continue/ follow/ emulate the qualities and characteristics of the existing

formation

m  Adopt changes to the alignment which are consistent with that of the existing route ie an alignment
which is responsive to the undulating landform of the corridor, following rigelines, spurs etc.

m Integrate road embankments with adjacent landscape by grading out and varying slopes and varying
fence boundaries and planting areas, in response to site context

m Integrate the road landscape into existing vegetation patterns. Continue bands of planting and where
appropriate avoid linear strip planting of trees and shrubs along highway.

m  Minimise the potential impacts to the lllawarra Escarpment Scenic Conservation Area (IESCA)
particularly at the northern end of stage 2.

Objective 2

Provide a well vegetated, natural road reserve to reinforce the existing qualities of the highway corridor as a
highway through Bushland

Principles:

m  Provide a densely planted highway: Native seed all disturbed landscape areas and supplement with
planting

m  For seeding and tubestock planting, endemic species of local provenance should be used wherever
they can be sourced

m  Where vertical rock cuttings are constructed/ widened ensure sufficient space at the base of cuttings
to allow planting and seeding to be established and thrive, (i.e. two metres minimum space), especially
where it is likely that an engineered slope stabilisation treatment would be needed

m [ cuttings are unable to incorporate planting at base ensure that the treatment of the face addresses
the ongoing stability and performance of the cutting.

Objective 3
Provide an enjoyable and interesting highway
Principles:

m  Create a varied sequence of views and enclosure to match the existing spatial patterns of the
landscape. Reinforce planting in wooded sections of highway and keep views available in open
sections of highway

m  Where views are available consider the selection of species to maintain view corridors such as low
growing groundcovers and shrubs

m  To maximise open views use wire rope barrier types where possible, taking into account engineering
issues, safety requirements, and clearance zones and retaining existing vegetation

m  On retaining wall structures, where engineering parameters allow, the use of double rail barriers
instead of solid walls/ parapets or walls with one rail is desirable so that the road user is visually
connected to the surrounding environment through which they travel.

10
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Reference Documents

In addition to the above project specific objectives and principles, the concept design should be informed
by the following Roads and Maritime design guidelines:

Road Design Guidelines

Landscape Guidelines, April 2008

Beyond the Pavement, Urban Design Policy, Procedures and Design Principles, January 2014
Shotcrete Design Guidelines, June 2005.

Bridge Aesthetics - Design Guidelines to improve the aesthetics of bridges in NSW, 2012

Figure 3 - Guideline Covers

11
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Location

The study area for the M1 Princes Motorway Climbing Lanes proposal is located between Mount Ousley
and Bulli, New South Wales approximately 70 kilometres south of Sydney and 10 kilometres north-west of
Wollongong CBD within the local government area (LGA) of Wollongong City Council. Refer Regional
Context Plan (Figure1).

The broader landscape character of M1 Princes Motorway is that of a landscape defined predominantly by
open woodland (lowland and coastal forest) on moderately undulating topography of the Woronora
Plateau. The woodland provides a semi-enclosed character to the road with only occasional breaks of
open grassland areas associated with creek and drainage lines and power line easements.

Land Use

Land uses surrounding the proposal site is limited to existing M1Princes Motorway and Picton Road
interchange and associated road corridor disturbed from clearing and previous road works, vegetated
areas which form part of the Upper Nepean River Sub-Catchment, and power substation adjacent to
Bellambi Creek.

The Upper Nepean River Sub-Catchment is located within the Sydney Drinking Water Catchment and is
administered by the Sydney Catchment Authority as a Special Area (Metropolitan Special Area) under State
Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Drinking Water Catchment) 201 1(Refer Figure 4). This reveals that
the entire alignment falls within the Catchment.

Within the study area, to the west of the M1 Princes Motorway, the catchment includes Allen Creek,
Bellambi Creek and Cataract Creek and a series of smaller tributaries which drain in a westerly direction
towards Lake Cataract. Both Bellambi and Cataract Creeks extend beyond the alignment crossing from the
east to the west. The waters of the entire catchment of these two creek systems form part of the Sydney
Water catchment.

The lllawarra Escarpment (State Conservation Area) is located adjacent to and along the corridor from just
north of the Bellambi Creek crossing, north of Charlesworth Dam and is used for a range of recreational
activities such as bush walking and picnics. The majority of public activities occur north of Bulli Pass in the
area around Sublime Point.

Other infrastructure and surrounding land uses include Charlesworth Dam, Telstra utilities, power lines and
power substation.

The landuse of an area is defined either at a state and local government level or both. The following
planning documents relate to the site and its use.

12
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Study Area ——>

Figure 4 — Sydney Drinking Water Catchment, 2011

2.2.1

Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009

The Wollongong Local Environmental Plan 2009 (LEP 2009) is the relevant local planning instrument for
the area which defines landuse. This identifies the site as Infrastructure and Environmental Protection (refer
Figure 5) which are defined as:

Zone SP2 Infrastructure

1.

13

Objectives of zone

To provide for infrastructure and related uses.

To prevent development that is not compatible with or that may detract from the provision of
infrastructure.

To provide for key transport corridors.

Permitted without consent

Building identification signs

Permitted with consent

The purpose shown on the Land Zoning Map, including any development that is ordinarily
incidental or ancillary to development for that purpose; Advertising structures; Business
identification signs; Child care centres; Community facilities; Recreation areas; Recreation facilities
(indoor); Recreation facilities (major); Recreation facilities (outdoor); Respite day care centres; Roads

Prohibited

Any development not specified in item 2 or 3



N v
E1 - Natioﬁ'al Park and Nature Reserve
E2 - Environmental Conservation
SP2 - Infrastructure
R1 - General Residential

Figure 5 — Wollongong LEP, 2009
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Zone E2 Environmental Conservation

I, Objectives of zone

— To protect, manage and restore areas of high ecological, scientific, cultural or aesthetic values.

— To prevent development that could destroy, damage or otherwise have an adverse effect on those
values.

— Toretain and enhance the visual and scenic qualities of the Illawarra Escarpment.

— To maintain the quality of the water supply for Sydney and the Illawarra by protecting land forming
part of the Sydney drinking water catchment (within the meaning of State Environmental Planning
Policy (Sydney Drinking Water Catchment) 2011) to enable the management and appropriate use
of the land by the Sydney Catchment Authority.

2. Permitted without consent
— Nil
3. Permitted with consent
— Environmental facilities; Environment protection works; Extensive agriculture; Recreation areas

4. Prohibited

— Business premises; Hotel or motel accommodation; Industries; Multi-dwelling housing; Recreation
facilities (major); Residential flat buildings; Restricted premises; Retail premises; Seniors housing;
Service stations; Warehouse or distribution centres; Any other development not specified in item 2
or3

222 State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Drinking Water Catchment) 2011
The aims of this Policy are:

m to provide for healthy water catchments that will deliver high quality water while permitting
development that is compatible with that goal, and

m to provide that a consent authority must not grant consent to a proposed development unless it is
satisfied that the proposed development would have a neutral or beneficial effect on water quality,
and

m o support the maintenance or achievement of the water quality objectives for the Sydney drinking
water catchment.

The presence of a drinking water catchment means that the site is sensitive to change particularly in
relation to runoff and its management. This is an important consideration which would inform both
construction methodology but also the way in which storm water is managed.

The proposal needs to respond to the planning parameters ensuring that its development respects the
scenic qualities of the environment through which is passes.

Landform and Hydrology

The study area is located on the highly scenic undulating landform of the Woronora Plateau and varies, in
distance from the face of the Illawarra Escarpment ranging from 85 metres to1.5 kilometres to its east.

The existing M1 Princes Motorway is moderately undulating as it winds up and down the plateau. Natural
elevations within the study area vary from approximately 310 to 445 metres above sea level (ASL). The
alignment is generally located on terrain with a slope range between 0° and 10° and has generally been
aligned to follow spur and ridge lines, refer Figures 6 and 7.

A number of permanent drainage lines and significant water bodies including Allen Creek, Bellambi Creek
and Cataract Creek are located within the study area to the west of M1 Princes Motorway which drains in a
westerly direction towards Lake Cataract. (Refer Figure 6)

Lake Cataract is a Sydney Catchment Authority drinking water supply dam. As such the project is located in
a highly sensitive environment and must satisfy the requirements of the Sydney Catchment Authority
(SCA) to minimise the potential of the project to impact on the water quality and environment of the Lake
Cataract catchment. (SCS 2012)

Currently runoff from M1 Princes Motorway which includes sediments is directed into the catchment by a
series of table drains or formed culverts.

15
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Figure 6 —Topography and drainage
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Figure 7 -Slope Mapping

19



24

25

Tract

All works therefore have the potential to impact the water quality entering this system. How water is
captured and treated before entering this system needs to be considered within the design. Design
elements that may be required include sediment basins, swales and other water sensitive design
structures.

Geology and Soils

Geology and soil conditions influence the design and response in terms of visual outcomes and selection
of appropriate landscape and urban design treatments as they relate to rock strength and ability to
support vegetation.

The soils present within the area surveyed have been mapped by Hazelton and Tillie (1990) which
identified three different Soil Landscape Groups. These include Lucas Heights Group located at the Picton
Road off-ramp; Narrabeen Sandstone to the north on the lower slopes; and Hawkesbury Sandstone on the
upper slopes.

The Hawkesbury Sandstone geoclogical unit supports thin, sandy soils with dry sclerophyll forest, whilst the
Narrabeen soils support wet sclerophyll forests and rainforests. (LeskryK 2010).

Geology of the cuttings is variable along the length of the proposal with sandstone broken by seams of
weaker stone. (Refer Figure 8)

Figure 8 — a) Sandstone cutting with vegetation growing in weaker seams b) weaker stone and soil incursions

Flora

The native vegetation along the present alignment and within the study area comprises a mosaic of
moist eucalypt forest and rainforest on the steep slopes and in the gullies, and open-
woodland/forest and upland swamps on the plateau. The quality of vegetation within and adjoining the
alignment is mostly moderate to good. Some areas, predominantly the valleys have been cleared and are
dominated by pasture grasses and annual weeds.

The Woronora, O'Hare's and Metropolitan Catchment, and Illawarra Escarpment vegetation mapping
undertaken by NPWS (2002 and 2003) identifies eleven plant communities within the study area (refer to
Figure 10). They are:

Coachwood Warm Temperate Rainforest
Escarpment Edge Silvertop Ash Forest

Exposed Sandstone Scribbly Gum Woodland

Moist Blue Gum - Blackbutt Forest

Moist Gully Gum Forest

Sandstone Gully Peppermint Forest

Tall Open Blackbutt Forest

Tall Open Peppermint — Blue Gum Forest

Upland Swamps: Banksia Thicket (EEC)

Upland Swamps: Fringing Eucalypt Woodland (EEC)
Upland Swamps: Sedgeland — Heath Complex (EEC)

N
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Four of these communities are dominant within or adjacent the alignment. These are:

Tall Open Blackbutt Forest

Escarpment Edge Silvertop Ash Forest

Moist Blue Gum - Blackbutt Forest

Exposed Sandstone Scribbly Gum Woodland

A small incursion of Upland Swamp has been identified in the southern section. This community has been
assessed as part of an Endangered Ecological Community -the Coastal Upland Swamp. Loss of a smaller
scale swamp and partial loss of a larger scale swamp will occur as part of the project and is separately
assessed as a part of the biodiversity investigation in the REF.

The make-up of these communities has been recorded by SMEC as part of the Biodiversity Study, 2014.
These are summarised below.

Tall Open Blackbutt Forest

Located in Character Zones 1 and 3 this community is located on rich soils on gentle to steeply sloping
terrain and moist gullies. It is characterised by a mature eucalypt canopy consisting mainly of
Eucalyptus pilularis (Blackbutt) and Syncarpia glomulifera (Turpentine). There mid-storey layer is
maoderately dense and is comprised of shrubs to two metres including Leptospermum polygalifolium
(Yellow Tea-tree), Notelaea longifolia forma longifolia (Large Mock-olive), Leucopogon lanceolatus,
Synoum glandulosum (Scentless Rosewood) and Doryanthes excelsa (Gymea Lily). Groundcovers is
dominated by Lomandra longifolia (Spiny-headed Mat-rush), Pteridium esculentum (Common Bracken)
and Calochlaena dubia (Rainbow Fern). Climbers such as Hibbertia dentata (Trailing Guinea Flower) are
also common. (Refer Figure 9).

Figure 9 — Tall Open Blackbutt Forest

Escarpment Edge Silvertop Ash Forest

Located on the flatter ridge-top areas, this vegetation community is a moderately tall open forest or
woodland. The dominant canopy species are Eucalyptus sieberi (Silvertop Ash), Eucalyptus piperita (Sydney
Peppermint), Syncarpia glomulifera, and Corymbia gummifera (Red Bloodwood). A variety of shrubs occur
in the mid-storey including Banksia serrata (Old Man Banksia) B. spinulosa (Hairpin Banksia),
Leucopogon lanceolatus and Persoonia linearis. Rushes, grasses and herbs make up the groundcover,
including Lomandra longifolia, Patersonia glabrata (Leafy Purple-flag), Entolasia stricta (Wiry Panic) and
Lepidosperma laterale. (Refer Figure 11a)
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Figure 10 - Vegetation Mapping
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Moist Blue-gum Blackbutt Forest

This community occupies rich soils on steep slopes and protected moist gullies. Consisting of a tall mature
eucalypt canopy composed mainly of Fucalyptus pilularis, Syncarpia glomulifera, Eucalyptus saligna
(Sydney Blue Gum) and E. saligna x botryoides. The predominantly warm temperate rainforest understorey
is moderately dense consisting of Synoum glandulosum, Doryphora sassafras (Sassafras) and Cryptocarya
glaucescens (Jackwood). Climbers such as Stepahania japonica var. discolour (Snake Vine), Tylophora
barbata (Bearded Tylophora), and Smilax australis (Lawyer Vine) are common. The groundcover is
predominantly Dichondra repens (Kidney Weed), Pseuderanthemum variabile (Pastel Flower) and
Oplismenus imbecillus, with dense patches of Goodenia ovata (Hop Goodenia). (Refer Figure 11b).

Figure 11 —a) Escarpment Edge Silvertop Ash Forest; b) Moist Blue Gum Blackbutt Forest

Upland Swamp: Tea-tree Thicket

This community occurs as an isolated pocket, to the east of the alignment and occupies shallow
depressions of sandy and periodically water-logged soils on the plateau surface. The community consists
of atall closed scrub or closed heath with the occasional emergent eucalypt. Shrub species include
Leptospermum polygalifolium, L. juniperinum (Prickly tea-tree), Banksia ericifolia (Heath-leaved Banksia). The
groundcover is dominated by Gleichenia dicarpa (Pouched Coral Fern), Gleichenia microphylla (Scrambling
Coral fern), Schoenus brevifolius (Zig-zag Bog-rush), Baumea teretifolia and Empodisma minus (Spreading
Rope-rush).

Exposed Sandstone Scribbly Gum Woodland

Located on the flatter ridge-top areas at the southern end of the study area, this community forms an
open woodland on sandstone soils. Dominant canopy species are Fucalyptus sieberi (Silvertop Ash),
Eucalyptus racemosa (Narrow-leaved Scribbly Gum) and Corymbia gummifera (Red Bloodwood). A variety
of shrubs occur in the mid-storey including Banksia serrata (Old Man Banksia) B.ericifolia, and
Leptospermum trinervium (Flaky-barked Tea-tree). Rushes, grasses and herbs make up the groundcover,
including Lomandra glauca, Anisopogon avenaceous (Oat Speargrass), Patersonia glabrata (Leafy Purple-
flag), Lomandra glauca (Pale Mat-rush) and Caustis flexuosa (Curly Wig). (Refer Figure 12)

Figure 12 — Exposed Sandstone Scribbly Gum Woodland
|
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An understanding of these communities and their distribution will assist in the development of the
landscape revegetation for the corridor, the method used and species make up. The presence of a moist
vegetation community will see the opportunity for seeding reduced due to the nature and form of seed of
these plants.

Weeds

The general condition of the corridors vegetation is good with weed incursion limited, a product of parts
of the road being in cut and the vegetation community located above the alignment protected in part
from disturbance and weed ingress. Despite the relative condition of the vegetation three species of Class
4 noxious weeds as listed in the Wollongong LGA have been identified in the study area as follows:

® lantana (Lantana camara)
m  Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus)
m  African Lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula)

The disturbance of the corridor by mechanical vegetation removal, earthworks and increased human
activity during construction has the potential to facilitate spread of weeds. Care will need to be taken to
ensure that there are strategies and precautions in place to contain the extent and spread of these weeds.

Figure 13 —a) Crofton weed amongst others on fill slope; b) lantana within disturbed corridor under power line easement
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This section of the report aims to review the proposed works assessing the visual impact and effect on the
landscape character of the area.

The RTA Visual Impact and Environmental Impact Assessment Guidance Note: Guidelines for landscape
character and visual impact assessment, 2013 sets out two main purposes of landscape character and
visual impact assessment:

"To inform the development of the preferred route and concept design so that the proposal can avoid and
minimise impacts up front.

To inform the Roads and Maritimes managers, other agencies and the community about the landscape
character and visual impact of the proposal and what mitigation strategies would be implemented.”

And defines visual impact assessment and landscape character assessment as follows:

“"Landscape character assessment - the assessment of impact on the aggregate of an area’s built, natural and
cultural character or sense of place are equally important and visual assessment - the impact on views.

Landscape Character and Visual assessment are equally important. Landscape character assessment helps
determine the overall impact of a project on an area’s character and sense of place. Visual impact assessment
helps define the day to day visual effects of a project on people’s view.

This dual assessment will help differentiate options, improve route alignment decisions and improve design
outcomes.”

Landscape Character and Impact Assessment

To assess the landscape character a number of stages are undertaken to understand the context and the
implications of the works. These include the defining of character zones (zones of similar spatial or
character properties), and the analysis of changes to these zones as a result of the proposed widening.

Landscape character is defined as:

“The combined quality of built, natural and cultural aspects that make up an area and provide its
unique sense of place.”

(EIA No.4 Guidelines, 2013).

The proposal is assessed in terms of its impacts on these character zones and the impact ranked in terms
of sensitivity to change. This assessment differs from a visual assessment in that it assesses the overall
impact of a project on an area’s character and sense of place.
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Visual Impact Assessment

Visibility

The view fields of a road corridor are composed of static receptors i.e. those that adjoin the corridor and
mobile receptors those that travel along the corridor. The impacts of the two groups are unique in that the

time and frequency of the exposure differ. The extent from which views can be obtained is referred to as
the view catchment.

Static Receptors

Static receptors occur within the visual catchment of the corridor i.e. they are points, which have a view of
or can be viewed from the corridor. The corridor of the proposal is visually defined by both the topography
and vegetation, which adjoins the corridor.

Mobile Receptors

Mobile receptors are the users of the corridor, in this instance vehicles and cyclists that travel along part or
all of the alignment, and the potential walkers in the lllawarra Escarpment Scenic Catchment Area. Their
experience of the space is short term.

Landscape Character and Visual Assessment Matrix

Landscape character and visual assessment are equally important. Landscape character assessment helps
determine the overall impact of a project on an area’s character and sense of place including all built,
natural and cultural aspects, covering towns, countryside and all shades between. Visual impact
assessment helps definethe day to day visual effects of a project on people’s views.

To quantify these impacts it is important to assess two qualities in relation to landscape character or view
point these are: - Sensitivity and Magnitude

"Sensitivity refers to the qualities of an area, the type number and type of receivers and how sensitive
the existing character of the setting is to the proposed change. For example a pristine natural
environment will be more sensitive to change than a built up industrial area.

Magnitude refers to the nature of the project. For example a large interchange would have a very
different impact on landscape character than a localised road widening in the same area.”

(EIA No.4 Guidelines, 2013).

As part of the process of assessment the Roads and Maritime Services has adopted a matrix which
combines rankings of sensitivity with magnitude of change in order to determine the overall impact of the
proposal. This has been used to inform the undertaking of the Landscape Character and Visual
Assessment. Refer Table 5.1.

Table 1 - Landscape Character and Visual Assessment Matrix

Magnitude

High Moderate Low Negligible

.*E' Moderate _ Moderate Moderate - low Negligible
=
v
< Low Moderate Moderate - low Low Negligible
wi

Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible
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Landscape Character Assessment

The proposal runs through a section of the lllawarra Escarpment of largely naturally vegetated
communities. The alignments character is defined by the topography and the way in which the alignment
has responded to it. The alignment is sinuous and undulating, and generally defined by a native tree
canopy all of which influences the safety of the alignment and is in part the driver of the project.

Despite the relative consistency of the alignment three character zones, refer Figure 14, have been
identified which represent different challenges and issues which need to be responded to in the design
development of the proposal.

These character zones primarily relate to the vegetation communities and are as follows:
4)  Character Zone 1 - Northern Section
5)  Character Zone 2 — Bellambi Creek Valley
6) Character Zone 3 — Southern Section

This section of the report reviews the physical attributes of the character zones and the potential impacts
of the proposal on this.

41.1 Character Zone 1 - Northern Section

This character zone can be broken into two halves defined by the topography and its subsequent impact
on vegetation communities along the alignment.

Zone 1A —1s a north facing slope characterised by a drier forest community dominated by a mix of Tall
Open Blackbutt Forest, occurring in the lower section and Escarpment Edge Silvertop Ash as the road rises
to the ridge. At the ridge top the corridor is cut by an electrical easement.

Zone 1B —is a south facing slope and is characterised by a wetter forest community in the form of the
Moist Blue-gum Blackbutt forest which aligns the road as it descends into the valley of Bellambi Creek.

The ridge dividing the two halves is marked by the presence of a large electrical stanchion, and its
easement to either side of the corridor. The presence of the easement sees vegetation cleared and a gap
in the canopy created in order to reduce the disruptions and potential risks of trees in relation to power
lines. This point forms a clear division in the character of this section of the corridor.
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Figure 14— Landscape Character Map
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Table 2 - Character Zone 1A and 1B - Northern Section

Attribute

Landform

Vegetation

Hydrology

Land-use

Built form

Spatial Quality

Sensitivity

Magnitude

Description

The landform rises from 380m near Bulli Pass
to 440m at the electricity easement which
marks the ridge top at this point before
descending into the Bellambi Creek Valley.

Vegetation condition is variable but largely in
moderate to good condition. Three dominant
communities occur within this section. Tall
Open Blackbutt Forest, occurring in the lower
section of the north facing slope and
Escarpment edge silver top ash as the road

approaches the ridge.

The south facing slope is characterised by

Moist Blue-gum Blackbutt

Located along ridges and spurs of the
escarpment the alignment occurs at the
headwaters of a number of creeks. Half of this
zone drains to the north into Allen Creek and
half drains south into Bellambi Creek

Alignment is defined SP2

West of the alignment is Sydney Water

Catchment
East is Environmental Conservation

Electricity stanchions are the dominant
element beyond the road form which is
characterised by pavement, median barrier,

and sandstone cuttings

Alignment is defined by the canopy of the
vegetation, to the east this enclosure is
reinforced by the presence of a cutting

Tract

Impact

The impacts of the proposal sees
a significant increase in cut
extent to the east of the present
alignment before the road ties

in to the existing alignment in
front of the stanchion

Vegetation will be cleared along
eastern edge of the alignment
with the realignment of the
corridor to the east some 70m.
This impacts the lllawarra
Escarpment State Recreation
Reserve

No impact

The proposal impacts the
Environmental Conservation
area of the lllawarra Escarpment
State Recreation Reserve
requiring a change in use.

Increase in pavement area,
modification to cuttings, and a
significant new cutting is
required as part of the proposal.

A retaining wall is also proposed
west of the alignment.

The proposal has the potential
to influence the spatial quality as
a result of revised alignment and
the removal of vegetation and
containment of views within the
new cutting.

The area is defined by the alignment and vegetation. Limited distant views are
available from the adjoining road network in particular, Appin Road. The viewers of
the alignment are essentially the occupants of the vehicles on the alignment or
adjoining roads and consequently transitory in nature. The sensitivity of the
alignment is consequently considered to be low.

The proposal adopts a new alignment of some 30 metres width which removes
one of the bends in the present road geometry improving the geometry to a level
consistent with the highway to the north. This results in a formation set 15 metres
to the east of the existing and a total footprint of 50 metres for the road and
cuttings. The result of this is a new cutting, clearance of vegetation within the new
footprint and the need to revegetate the existing alignment. In addition the
smoothing of the alignment removes the undulating sinuous character of road.
The magnitude of change has been assessed as high.

Summary

The character of the zone is defined by the vegetation of the corridor and the geometry of the alignment.
The proposal is for a new alignment with corresponding changes in alignment form and landscape
character. Its impact based on the sensitivity and magnitude of the works has been assessed as moderate.
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Figure 15 —a) Zone 1A — enclosed corridor defined by Tall Open Blackbutt Forest with Escarpment Edge Silvertop Ash beyond
b) Zone 1B - Moist Blue-gum Blackbutt forest lines the corridor.
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4.1.2 Character Zone 2 - Bellambi Creek Valley

This character zone is consistent in its makeup throughout. It is characterised by the valley of Bellambi
Creek and its associated revegetation. The valley has been cleared in the past and now provides a sense of
openness which contrasts with the sense of enclosure of the zones to either side, refer Figures 16 and 17.

Table 3 - Character Zone 2 - Bellambi Creek Valley

Attribute Description Impact

Landform The Bellambi Valley is a relatively flat valley Alignment shifts to the east, at
within the alignment. It is approximately the southern end, introducing
1.25kilometres wide and at an elevation of new fill embankments.

330m or below.

Vegetation Vegetation has largely been cleared as part of ~ Minor clearance works due to
previous landuse. It is dominated by grasses the change in alignment opens
and annual weeds with sporadic native trees. up views to the valley due to

clearance of vegetation that
defines the corridor.

Hydrology Dominated by the Bellambi Creek it also Limited impact as bridge is
incorporates Charlesworth Dam to the west of  widened to accommodate the
the alignment. additional lanes.

Land-use Alignment is defined SP2 No change.

West of the alignment is Sydney Water
catchment

Built form Electricity stanchions and switching yard are Increase in pavement area, as
the dominant element beyond the road form alignment shifts east expanding
which is characterised by pavement, median disturbed corridor and views to
barrier. switching yard.

Spatial Quality Alignment contrasts with that of much of this  Views expanded as alignment
section of the corridor providing opportunities  shifts to the east, removing

for views across the valley and along roadside vegetation and
transmission easements beyond. opening up views.
Sensitivity The area is defined by the alignment and vegetation; in this instance a slightly

more open character defined by the ridges and trees set beyond the alignment.
The viewers of the alignment are essentially the occupants of the vehicle and
consequently transitory in nature. The expansion of the corridor to the east
provides a slightly more open character than that which currently exists. The
sensitivity of the alignment is consequently considered to be low.

Magnitude The change in alignment at the southern end of this character zone changes both
the definition of the road corridor but also its scale. The magnitude of impact
has been assessed as moderate.

Summary

The works involve realignment of the highways alignment in the southern half and minor widening in the
north. The degree of change experienced within this zone has been assessed as moderate to low.

Figure 16 — View looking over Charlesworth Dam
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Figure 17 =View looking along alignment to the south.

413 Character Zone 3 - Southern Section

Like character zone 1, this character zone can be broken into two halves defined by the topography and its
subsequent impact on vegetation communities along the alignment.

Zone 3A - Is defined by the valley of Cataract Creek and a forest community dominated by a mix of Tall
Open Blackbutt Forest , refer Figure 18, and moist Blue Gum Blackbutt forest, occurring in the lower
section associated with the creekline.

Figure 18 — Zone 3A - Tall Open Blackbutt Forest defines the corridor.

Zone 3B is located on the southern ridge top defined by exposed sandstone Scribbly Gum Woodland. The
crest of this southern ridge to the Cataract Creek valley clearly defines this community. This community
also coincides with the realignment of the corridor to the east at its southern most limits.
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Figure 19— Zone 38 - Exposed Sandstone Scribbly Gum woodland defines the corridor.

Table 4 - Character Zone 3 - Southern Section 3A and 3B

Attribute Description Impact
Landform Traversing a small ridge which separates Realignment of the northern half
Bellambi Creek from the Cataract Creek as it rises out of the Bellambi
catchment this section crosses the valley of valley introduces a large fill east
Cataract Creek at RL 310m before rising to a of the alignment. In the
high point of 390m and descending to the southern half realignment
south where it joins into the Picton Road introduces a new cutting east of
intersection works the present alignment easing
geometry and grades.
Vegetation (ataract Creek valley is dominated by the Tall Vegetation will continue to
open blackbutt forest to the north of this define the corridor with clearing
section before the alignment moves up onto to the edge of the corridor to
the ridge and transitions to exposed meet the expanded or new
sandstone scribbly gum woodland. footprint.
Hydrology Cataract Creek is the dominant watercourse No change
within this section
Land-use Alignment is defined SP2 The realignment moves the
East and West of the alignment is Sydney alignment into a section of the
Water Catchment Sydney Water Catchment area
beyond the defined corridor
Built form The road form is characterised by pavement, Increase in pavement area and
median barrier, and sandstone cuttings construction of new cuttings
and fill embankments to east of
the existing.
Spatial Quality Alignment is defined by the canopy of the For much of the alignment a
vegetation, to the east this enclosure is slight increase in corridor width
reinforced by the presence of a cutting corresponds to a reduction in

the sense of enclosure. The new
cutting introduces a completely
new element but retains a sense
of enclosure.

Sensitivity The area is defined by the alignment and vegetation. The viewers of the alignment
are essentially the occupants of the vehicle and consequently transitory in nature.
The sensitivity of the alignment is consequently considered to be low.

Magnitude The scale of change south of Cataract Creek consists of three elements - a change
in alignment and construction of new fill at the approach to Cataract Creek, minor
widening through the central section and a new alignment at the southern end.
This latter element has the greatest impact magnitude of change is
consequently considered moderate to high.
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Figure 20 - Picton Road Acceleration works

Summary

The proposed changes results in three new sections of road alignment elements and an expanded
corridor width, which will impact the scale and character of the alignment. The overall impact on the
landscape character is consequently considered to be moderate.

Landscape Character Impact Assessment Summary

The overall character of the environment through which the road passes is not going to change
substantially. The alignment proposed follows that of the existing highway for much of the route with
realignment occurring in three distinct and localised areas. The overall character of the experience
however remains that of a major highway set within a largely forested landscape.

The two largest impacts relate to the realignment and introduction of new cuttings. The first at the start of
the alignment just south of Bulli Tops and the second at the southern end at the ridge above Picton Road.
Both see the establishment of a new alignment and substantial cuttings and are considered to have a
moderate impact.

The following summarises this change.

Table 5 - Summary of Landscape Character Assessment

Character Zone Sensitivity Magnitude Impact

Zonel Low High Moderate

Zone 2 Low Moderate Moderate - Low
Zone 3 Low Moderate - High Moderate
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Visual Impact Assessment

The potential visual impact assessment of the proposed climbing lanes has been assessed in relation to a
number of key viewpoints and group of viewpoints. It is based on the existing landuse pattern and
development adjoining the motorway corridor.

The assessment method has involved:

Defining the scale of the proposed works
Identification of key visual envelops, viewpoints and groups of viewpoints from which the proposal is
visible

m  Assessment of the level of impact on the proposed viewpoints from the proposal.

431 Visual Envelop Mapping

A detailed field and desktop assessment of the alignment was undertaken to determine the area from
where the project is visible as defined in the Visual Envelop Plan, (Figure 21). The visibility of the Motorway
is primarily from the corridor itself. It is influenced primarily by landuse, vegetation and topography.

The zoning of all the land to the west of the alignment as part of the Sydney Water Catchment removes
any likely hood of views to the west. To the east the land is a mix of State Conservation Area which is only
accessible by foot and Sydney Water Catchment, so also has a very limited likelihood of visibility. From
outside the motorway the dominant view receptors are other roads which have the potential to lookout
over the alignment. These vantage points occur at relatively large distances from the corridor and so are
likely to have minimal visual impact.
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Figure 21 - Visual Envelop Map
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432 Key Viewpoints
Vpt 1 - Appin Road Highway overbridge

Views: Distant views across the valley, some 2.6 kilometres, are provided from the Appin Road Bridge over
the Motorway. The presence of the overhead power lines provides the opportunity to view the existing
and proposed alignments which are identifiable by moving traffic. These views are in part filtered by
vegetation along the roads edge, refer Figures 22 and 23.

Sensitivity: Sensitivity has been assessed as low — due to the product of the transitory nature of the
viewer, the power lines within the view and the distance from the site.

Magnitude: The proposals will see the exposure of the new cutting to the viewer at Appin Road. The
distance of the viewer, however, is such that the impacts of the works will be limited as is illustrated by the
present condition, refer figure 22. Despite distance moderating the impact the initial contrast in colour of
the exposed rock and scale of the cut will make this element discernible on the skyline. Its impact none

the less is considered to be low.
Road Alignment T/

Figure 22 — View from Appin Road Overbridge

Road Alignment

Figure 23— Zoomed view from Appin Road Overbridge
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Vpt 2 - View South from Bulli Tops

Views: This view is defined by the adjoining vegetation, its proximity to the escarpments edge and the
ridge which terminates the view, (figure 24). Views are limited along the motorway although a sense of
being near the edge of the escarpment is gained by the limited depth of the vegetation to the east of the
alignment. The sinuous nature of the alignment heading south from this point is evident within the view.

Sensitivity: The existing motorway dominates the view and is the view point. The proposal is consistent
with this character and so the view point is considered to have a low sensitivity.

Magnitude: The proposal would see the realignment of the road corridor to the east by up to 70 metres
with corresponding impacts on the ridge top and the way the road relates to it. This change will initially be
emphasised by the clearing required to construct the works and the scale of the cut.

The impacts of these changes are considered to be moderate.

Figure 24 — View point 2 at start of the south bound climbing lanes

Vpt 3 - View within a small sub catchment between the start of this section of works and the ridge
associated with the power easement.

Views: A contained valley defined by cutting and vegetation to the east and vegetation to the west as
depicted in Figure 25. The character of the view is defined by the sinuous alignment of the road in
response to the topography.

Sensitivity: The sensitivity of this view point is assessed as low. This reflects the existing motorways
prominence within the view and the lack of external viewpoints.

Magnitude: The magnitude of change would be moderate

This sees an expansion in road pavement by nominally 10 metres. It also sees a straightening of the
alignment to achieve an improved road geometry, resulting in a cutting flanking either side of the corridor.
This changes the experience of the viewer (the road user).
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Figure 25 — View point 3 within defined catchment of minor saddle of the south bound climbing lanes

Vpt 4 - Main Ridge and Power Easement Character Zone 1

Views: Views are available from the alignment across the valleys to the north-west, these views are
expansive extending over 3 kilometres to the next ridge line. They are impacted however by the presence
of the power line easement and its structures as depicted in the images captured in Figure 26. They are
also brief as a result of the travelling speed of the observer.

Sensitivity: Has been assessed as low — the distant nature of the view and the impact of the power lines
on these views limits the sensitivity of the viewer to the proposal.

Magnitude: Has been assessed as Low — while the scale of pavement of the road will be increased the
impact on the distant views is minimal due to the scale and distance of the views. The design is
constrained at this point by the electric stanchions which cannot be economically moved.

Figure 26 —a, b, and c Views along easement corridors provide panoramic vistas across the Sydney Water Catchment and its
native forests
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Vpt 5 Descent to Bellambi Creek

Views: The descent to Bellambi Creek reinforces the sense of enclosure experienced for much of the route.
Tall vegetation flanks the corridor and a vegetated ridge at the opposite side of the valley terminates the
view, (Figure 27).

Sensitivity: The sensitivity of this view point is Low — the existing motorway dominates the view and is
defined by forested edges which open out in the distance.

Magnitude: The magnitude of the proposed works has been assessed as Low. The proposal sees the
expansion of the road pavement by 10 metres, generally distributed to either side of the corridor. The
expansion of the corridor will be emphasised by the additional clearing required to construct the works.

Figure 27 —a) and b} View point five — views towards the cleared valley of Bellambi Creek

Vpt 6 Bellambi Creek Valley

Views: This is the only section of the corridor where there is a sense of openness and views of cleared
lands refer Figures 28 a) and b). The view is interrupted by a series of power easements which crisscross
the landscape converging on a switching yard which is relatively concealed within a fold within the valley.
The view is defined as a basin type formation in which views beyond the valley are contained by a ridge on
all sides.

Sensitivity: The sensitivity of the alignment at this viewpoint has been assessed as low — The
viewpoint provides views of a cultural landscape defined by ridges or vegetation. The modified nature of
the landscape provides a level of robustness which keeps the sensitivity low.

Magnitude: The proposal sees an expansion of the road cross-section and to the south the realignment
to the east of the present highway. This later realignment will increase the openness of views as
vegetation defining the corridor is removed. Drainage basins may be installed but are unlikely to form a
significant visual element within the landscape generally being located below the alignment. The
magnitude of the proposal has consequently been assessed as moderate.

Figure 28 — a) and b) Partially cleared Valley of Bellambi Creek
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Vpt7 View approaching the Cataract Creek Valley

Views: The descent to Cataract Creek, Figure 29, reinforces the sense of enclosure experienced for much of
the route. Tall vegetation flanks the corridor and a vegetated ridge at the opposite side of the valley
terminates the view. The straight nature of the corridor in this section emphasises the undulating nature
of the alignment overall.

Sensitivity: Vegetation dominates the edges and distant views, with the alignment a dominant element
in the foreground to distant views. The sensitivity has consequently been assessed as low.

Magnitude: The scale of change is minimal in relation to the scale of landscape in which the road
sits and the magnitude has therefore been assessed as low. The alignments use is already defined and
so the widening will have limited long term impact.

Figure 29— View point 7 defined corridor views across the Cataract Creek Valley

Vpt8 View from the southern ridge as the road descends towards Cataract Creek

Views: The view is dominated by vegetation both flanking the alignment and as part of the distant views,
depicted in Figure 30.

Sensitivity: The alignment is dominated by and enclosed by the landscape which surrounds it. The
sensitivity of this landscape due to its scale and expansiveness has consequently been assessed as
low.

Magnitude: The sense of vegetation extending as far as the eye can see is a strong influence on the visual
composition. The widening of the alignment will have limited impact on changing the sense of this. The
realignment however will reduce the tightness of the bend and produce a more lineal experience. Despite
this the vegetated nature of the adjoining landscape will remain the dominant visual experience. The
magnitude of change is therefore considered to be low.

4]



Tract

Figure 30 —View point 8 sense of enclosure and visual catchment between ridges

Vpt 9 Northbound approach to Bellambi Creek

Views: Views begin to open up as you descend into the Bellambi Creek Valley, Figure 31. Vegetation on
the eastern edge thins first before the valley flattens and opens up on both sides of the alignment. The
view is terminated by the vegetated ridge to the north.

Sensitivity: The visibility of this area is limited to the road user or service authorities. Services cross the
alignment and vegetation has been cleared. The sensitivity of this section has consequently been
assessed as low.

Magnitude: The pavements footprint is already wider than required by the present alignment and/or site
clearing has occurred, as a result of the history of the roads changing alignment and needs. The proposal
will see a shift in the roads footprint to the east providing a more open view across the valley to the
vegetated ridge beyond. This will change the sense of enclosure and provide a more panoramic view. Its
impact is considered to be moderate.

Figure 31 = View point 9 approach to Bellambi Creek
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Vpt 10 View west of Bellambi Creek Bridge

Views: A view looking west down Bellambi Creek valley, Figure 32. Beyond the road edge the waters of
Charlesworth Dam, occupy the mid-ground before the creekline narrows and is flanked by native
vegetation. This vegetation terminates views as the adjoining ridge lines converge.

Sensitivity:, The landscape has been altered by development of the road, the Charlesworth Dam and the
clearing of native vegetation. The impact of the proposal is considered to be low.

Magnitude: The proposal sees limited change in the existing pavement footprint as excess pavement
occurs in this zone due to the intersecting of old and new alignments. Any change in the alignment is to
the east of this view and so the view will remain unchanged. The works proposed are consequently
minimal and the impact has been assessed as negligible.

Figure 32 — Bellambi Creek Valley looking west

Vpt 11 View Northbound towards Bulli Tops and beyond

Views: This view looks north toward Bulli Tops, Figure 33, and is located at the northern most end of the
works. Its elevated position enables distant views to be obtained of the Bulli Lookout buildings and the
alignment of the Princes Motorway as it heads north and Appin Road as it peels off to the west.

Sensitivity: From within the corridor the view quality is defined by the existing vegetation cover and
heavily influenced by the existing alignment. The sensitivity of this section is considered low. Views
back from the points noted are also low as a result of the distance and vegetation between the site and
the viewer.

Magnitude: The magnitude of the change in proposal represents a substantial change in view as the
alignment moves eastward some 15 metres from the present alignment and requires a footprint of some
50+ metres to accommodate the revised alignment and its cuttings. Its impact has been assessed as

moderate.
]
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Road Alignment, Appin Road

Road Alignment

Figure 33 — View to Appin Road

Visual Impact Assessment Summary

Generally the proposal represents a low visual impact. There are limited viewers beyond the road way user
and the character of the corridor is not proposed to change substantially from the existing. The
accompanying table illustrates these findings.

Table 6 - Visual Impact Assessment Summary

View point Sensitivity Magnitude Impact

Vpt 1 Low Low Low

Vpt 2 Low Moderate Low - moderate
Vpt 3 Low Moderate Low - moderate
Vpt 4 Low Low Low

Vpt 5 Low Low Low

Vpt 6 Low Moderate Low - moderate
Vpt 7 Low Low Low

Vpt 8 Low Low Low

Vpt 9 Low Moderate Low - moderate
Vpt 10 Low Negligible Negligible

Vpt 11 Low Moderate Low - moderate

A number of options were reviewed prior to the development of the preferred proposal. The proposal has
since been reviewed in detail and in the majority of instances has been determined as has having a low
level of visual impact. This reflects the design intent, which has been to generally widen within the existing
corridor while addressing key geometry shortcomings through three focused areas of offline works.

It is these later elements that provide the most significant visual change within the proposed works. All are
limited in their visibility from the public domain, including walkers within the lllawarra Escarpment Scenic
Catchment Area and are only experienced from the road corridor itself. They have consequently been
assessed as of moderate impact as a result of the low visibility. The development of a link track along the
Escarpment to Mount Keira has not been assessed as it is yet to be formalised.
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Conclusion

The landscape character and visual impact for the proposed alignment has generally been assessed as
being of low impact. This reflects the established nature of the corridor, the limited visibility of the corridor
beyond the corridor itself, and the fact that change is generally to either side of the existing alignment in
an area that has the capacity to absorb this increase in pavement.

The areas where this is not the case ie where a completely new alignment has been adopted offline occur
primarily at the northern and southern ends of the corridor. The greatest areas of visual and landscape
character change occurs, between Bulli and Bellambi Creek, and at the southern end of the corridor where
new structures off line are proposed. The impacts of these areas, has been assessed as moderate for both
visual and landscape character due to the high level of change that is proposed. As illustrated in Figure 21
the view catchment is constrained and so apart from road users the number of people/viewpoints
impacted by the project would be limited.
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