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1. Introduction

1.1 Background 
The Newcastle Inner City Bypass Rankin Park to Jesmond (RP2J) Project (the project) is the fifth and final 
section of the Newcastle Inner City Bypass (NICB), which forms part of the Transport for NSW (formally 
Roads and Maritime Service) long term strategy to connect the Pacific Highway between Bennetts Green 
and Sandgate. 

The project involves the construction of 3.4 kilometres of new four lane divided road between Lookout 
Road, New Lambton and Newcastle Road, Jesmond. The RP2J Project, in its current form, includes 
interchanges at each end (both south and north) as well as an additional full interchange giving access to 
the John Hunter Hospital. Approval by the NSW Minister for Planning was granted on 15 February 2019. 

The Conditions of Approval (CoA) for the project include an allowance for construction and operation of the 
project to be carried out in stages. The development of a staging report to describe the proposed staging 
was accepted by the NSW Planning Secretary in October 2019. 

Table 1 of the instrument of approval includes a definition of construction applicable to the project. The 
definition specifically excludes low impact work (where it is either listed or determined by the Environmental 
Representative or Planning Secretary to be low impact work) from requiring approval of a CEMP prior to 
the activity being carried out. 

In the project staging report the project stages were identified and defined as construction or low impact 
work as shown in Table 1-1. The John Hunter Hospital electrical adjustment work would occur as Stage 1 
early work and is the subject of this low impact work submission. 

The activity would involve installing overhead and underground electrical utilities within an existing 
easement described in detail in section 2 and shown in Figure 2-1. This work is required to facilitate 
construction of the main bypass work (Stage 4). 

Table 1-1: Project stages as described in the Stage Report 

Stage Work scope Definition 

1 General early works Low impact 

2 Shared path bridge of Newcastle Road Construction 

3 Southern utilities package Low impact 

4 Main bypass work Construction 

1.2 Purpose 
The purpose of this submission is to: 

 Provide an overview of the proposed work including location, scope, methodology and program

 Summarise the potential environmental impacts of the activity and outline mitigation strategies that
would be implemented during the work

 Assist the Environmental Representative with a determination of the work as low impact work or
otherwise as defined in Table 1 of the project approval and to demonstrate compliance with relevant
CoAs.
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2. Activity description

2.1 Location 
The location of the John Hunter Hospital electrical adjustment work is within an existing overhead electrical 
easement immediately south of the John Hunter Hospital interchange (refer Figure 2-1). 

The John Hunter Hospital electrical adjustment work would take place on John Hunter Hospital land to the 
east of the project. The site has been subject to routine vegetation maintenance including overhanging tree 
trimming and groundcover slashing within the defined electricity easement. 

2.2 Scope of activity 
The general scope and sequence of the John Hunter Hospital electrical adjustment work is described 
below. Further detail on each activity and associated potential impacts is provided in section 3. Design 
drawings for the work are provided in Appendix A. The sequence of work will generally include: 

 Pre-construction, administrative and survey activities including dial-before-your-dig (DBYD)

 Establishing traffic control management (hospital car park access)

 Drilling and installing new power poles, private pillar, switchboard and overhead wires for a distance of
about 125 metres

 Excavating a trench between 600 millimetres and 3.3 metres deep, about 600 millimetres wide and
about 200 metres long for installing underground high voltage wire/conduit. Backfilling trench
progressively

 Trimming of overhanging vegetation as required

 Cutover and commissioning work of both underground and above ground lines

 Removing redundant poles and lines

 Restoring and demobilising from site.

2.3 Activity description 
The aspects of the work and how they would be managed have been considered with reference to the 
Newcastle Inner City Bypass – Rankin Park to Jesmond Environmental Impact Statement and Submission 
and Preferred Infrastructure Report (SPIR) and are outlined in further detail in section 3. 

The work would be completed using a truck or excavator mounted auger, excavator, pole truck (to transport 
and stand power poles), cable truck (to transport and relay electrical wiring), utility vehicles and hand tools. 
It is anticipated that about 6 to 10 personnel would be required to complete the work. 

The work would predominantly occur during standard working hours which are: 

 Monday to Friday, 7am to 6pm

 Saturday 8am to 5pm

 No work on Sundays or Public holidays.

However, activities such as cut-overs would typically occur as out of hours work when demand on the 
network is low. 

The work is expected to take up to four weeks to complete and would be carried out in the second quarter 
of 2022. The works are proposed to be delivered as part of the Southern Utility works. 
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Figure 2-1: Location of work 
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4. Environmental management
A number of mitigation measures, safeguards and management strategies have been identified in the 
project SPIR and conditions of approval in order to avoid or minimise adverse environmental impacts that 
could potentially arise as a result of the project. Those relevant to the John Hunter Hospital electrical 
adjustment work are detailed in Table 5-1. 

The Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) prepared for the southern utility works would 
be adopted for the Stage 1 John Hunter Hospital electrical adjustment work. 

In the event the works are not delivered as part of the Southern Utilities package of works, a separate 
CEMP will be prepared prior to the Stage 1 John Hunter Hospital electrical adjustment work and must be 
reviewed and approved by the Transport for NSW Environmental Officer prior to the commencement of any 
on-site work. The CEMP will be a working document, subject to ongoing change and updated as necessary 
to respond to specific requirements. 
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 The refuelling of plant and maintenance of machinery will be carried out in designated refuelling areas. 
Refuelling would be attended at all times. 

SPIR SW09 Contractor 

Vehicle wash-downs and/or concrete truck washouts will be located in a designated bunded area or located 
off-site. 

SPIR SW10 Contractor 

Machinery will be checked daily to ensure that there are no oil, fuel, or other liquid leaks. SPIR SW11 Contractor 

 In the event that indicators of contamination are encountered during work (such as odours or visually 
contaminated materials), work in the area will cease until advice on the need for remediation or other action 
is obtained from the Roads and Maritime project manager. 

SPIR SW12 Contractor 

A soil conservation specialist will be engaged during construction to advise on the planning and 
implementation of erosion and sedimentation controls. 

SPIR SW13  

An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) will be prepared for the work and form part of the CEMP. 

All reasonably practicable erosion and sediment controls must be installed and appropriately maintained to 
prevent water pollution. When implementing such controls, any relevant guidance in the Managing Urban 
Stormwater series must be considered. Measures will include, but not be limited to: 

 Diverting upstream water around or through disturbed areas so it is not polluted by the work 
 Scour protection measures for access tracks when these are an erosion hazard due to either their 

steepness, soil erodibility or potential for concentrating runoff flow 
 Stabilising temporary drains 
 Measures to minimise erosion and control sedimentation from stockpiles 
 Methods of constructing batters to assist the retention of material / topsoil on the batter slopes 
 Controls in runoff flow paths to reduce flow velocities and minimise the potential for erosion 
 Controls to be put in place during an extended shut-down of the Site or when rainfall above a 

certain trigger level is predicted. 

CoA E57 / 

DPE 1 

Contractor 

Erosion and sediment control measures will be inspected at a minimum of weekly intervals and within 24 
hours of rainfall events exceeding 10mm in a 24 hour period. All identified problems must be rectified 
without delay. Regular routine maintenance (and records to illustrate this maintenance) will be undertaken to 
ensure appropriate operation of controls, replacement of damaged sediment control structures and 
improvement or implementation of other temporary measures as required. 

In the event of forecast storm events, heavy rainfall (over 10mm in a 24 hour period) inspect the site to 
ensure that all erosion/sedimentation and stabilisation controls are in place and in effective working order. 

 Contractor 

The project Unexpected Contaminated Land and Asbestos Finds Procedure must be followed should 
unexpected contaminated land or asbestos (or suspected contaminated land or asbestos) be excavated or 
otherwise discovered during works. 

The Unexpected Contaminated Land and Asbestos Finds Procedure must be implemented for the duration 
or work. 

CoA E59, E60 / 

SPIR SW12 

Contractor 
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Greenhouse gas 
emissions 

Vegetation removal will be minimised where practicable. SPIR GH02 Contractor 

The use of alternative fuels and power sources for construction plant and equipment will be investigated and 
implemented, where appropriate. 

SPIR GH03 Contractor 

The energy efficiency and related carbon emissions will be considered in the selection of vehicle and plant 
equipment. 

SPIR GH05 Contractor 
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