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What happened? 
More than one metre of rain fell in the Mount Seaview 
area on the Oxley Highway, closing the road between 
Yarras and Gingers Creek from Friday 19 March. The 
heavy rain caused signifcant damage to the highway, 
with around 70 landslips occurring, 10 of which are 
major. 

The main areas of damage are in the mountainous 
stretch between Long View and Ralfes Creek. At least 
fve of the slips have caused major damage below the 
highway, and these will be the most challenging to 
repair. 

About 33 kilometres of the Oxley Highway was 
impacted, with a 22 kilometre section completely 
closed to trafc. Full access has been restored between 
Yarras and Mount Seaview, with one small section still 
single lane. The highway remains completely closed 
between Mount Seaview and Gingers Creek Roadhouse 
(Stockyard Creek rest area). 

What are we doing about it? 
We reopened the 12 kilometre section of highway 
between Yarras and Mount Seaview in May and are 
working to reopen the section from Mount Seaview 
Road to Gingers Creek to single lane in July. 

This work includes stabilising the ground under the 
road at the two largest slip sites. This will be done 
using a technique called ‘soil nailing’. This technique 
involves pinning the soil and vegetation onto rock with 
long steel nails, steel mesh and a concrete facing. The 
work currently being carried out is to prevent further 
deterioration of the road and to provide enough 
strength to allow trafc through. However, there are 
several sections where part of the road formation has 
been lost, and restoration of the road to the original 
width will require further investigation and design. This 
full restoration work to reopen the road to pre food 
conditions will take about two years to complete. 

Landslide on the highway about 300metres west of Mount 
Seaview Road 

June 2021 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

    

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Tension 
cracks 

Landslide 
potential Loose soil 

and debris 

Oxley 
Highway 

Rain seeps into the tension 
cracks causing slope 

failures, potentially falling 
onto the road and away 

from underneath it. 

Current condition of Oxley Highway Risks to slope during heavy rain Risk factors 

Wet 
conditions 

The extreme weather 
event in March disturbed 
much of the soil on the 
slopes. This makes it easy 
for rain to build up in 
tension cracks and create 
very unstable ground on 
either side of the road. 

Soil 
condition 

Specialists required 
• Engineers 
• Arborists 
• Geotechnical specialists 
• Tra�c control 
• Road crews 

Why is this area at risk of 
landslides? 

The ground in this area has a mix of natural 
geographical formations that make it unstable. These 
include layers of sedimentary rock that lie at various 
angles, intrusions of volcanic rock that penetrate 
through the sedimentary layers and loose soil from pre-
historic landslides. Soil density and permeability also 
varies across the site, allowing water to penetrate deep 
into the ground which, in turn, allows the soil to move, 
increasing the risk of landslides. 

Work risks 
Installing the soil nails is difcult because the holes that 
are drilled to install the steel bars can collapse while 
they are being drilled. There are also many foating 
boulders in the material we are drilling through, so the 
drill head has a tendency to get stuck. 

This type of work is very tedious and messy. Drilling is 
noisy, dusty, and workers are adjacent to the edge of a 
very high drop, so falls from heights are a big risk. Most 
of them need to be on fall restraint systems, and some 
of them need to hang of the face of the slope to do the 
work. 

Landslide on the highway east of Ralfes Creek 

Next steps 
Concurrently with the temporary repair work, we are 
carrying out investigations and engineering trials to 
determine the best way to stabilise the sections that 
have slipped. More investigation work will need to 
be carried out with extensive drilling and soil nailing 
operations to determine the repair design to allow the 
road to reopen to two way trafc. 

As the larger slopes will require detailed investigation 
and design, we expect they will take a longer time to 
restore to provide improved resilience for future events. 
To repair the road to pre-food condition by May 2023, 
the road will need to be closed at various times to carry 
out the works. We will keep the community updated as 
we progress the work. 

Work to reopen to Work to restore to 
single lane pre-food condition 

Contact us: 
If you have any questions or would like 
more information please contact us: 

1800 653 092 (business hours) 

region.north@transport.nsw.gov.au 

roads-waterways.transport.nsw.gov.au 

Transport for NSW 
PO Box 576 Grafton NSW 2460 

WE ARE 
HERE 

Reopen to single lane 

Ground stabilisation 

Clearing debris 

Road opens to trac 

Environmental assessment 

Slope stabilisation 

Engineering trials 

Geotechnical design 

This document contains important information about public transport projects in your area. If  you require the 
services of  an interpreter, please contact the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask them to call 
Transport for NSW on 1800 653 092. The interpreter will then assist you with translation. 
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