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New Richmond Bridge 
and traffic improvements – 
Stage 2

Richmond Bridge

The Australian Government and NSW Government have committed $500 million 
for traffic improvements including a new bridge over the Hawkesbury River 
between Richmond and North Richmond. The Australian Government funding 
of $400 million is being provided via the Infrastructure Investment Program.

Project overview
The bridge between Richmond and North Richmond 
provides a vital crossing of the Hawkesbury River and 
carries an average of 31,000 vehicles per day with a 
single lane in each direction. Due to a growing, vibrant 
community, it is estimated that without improvements 
to the road network, the peak hour journey between 
North Richmond and Richmond would increase by 
up to ten minutes by 2026 compared with travel times 
in 2019.

The key objective of this project is to reduce 
congestion between Richmond and North Richmond.

Community and stakeholder engagement and 
additional investigations on traffic, future growth and 
road management have allowed us to refine design 
options to improve traffic flow in the area.

What we have been doing
The project has been divided into two stages to 
deliver early safety benefits to the community. 
Stage 1 includes upgrades to The Driftway between 
Londonderry and Blacktown Roads. The remainder 
of the project will be delivered in Stage 2. 

We are progressing with the detailed design for Stage 
1 and will start early work in early 2023.

Following the consultation period between June 
and September 2021, we have been analysing all 
community submissions. The key feedback on the 
displayed preferred option showed us that the 
community’s major concerns related to amenity 
and property impacts, flood resilience, economic 
impacts to businesses, impacts to the local polo 
community, and traffic.

We thank the community and our stakeholders 
who took the time to respond to the consultation. 

Further engagement was undertaken in early 2022 
with community groups and stakeholders. Following 
this, Transport undertook additional assessments and 
investigations for Stage 2 to determine a revised 
preferred option that would deliver the best 
community outcome within the allocated funding for 
the project.

Transport has prepared a Revised Preferred 
Option Report that explains the options considered, 
community engagement undertaken, and outcomes 
of investigations which has led to a revised preferred 
option. You can access this report online at 
nswroads.work/NewRichmondBridge.

http://roads-maritime.transport.nsw.gov.au
http://nswroads.work/NewRichmondBridge.
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Disclaimer: While all care has been taken in 
producing this strategic design, it may be subject 
to change following further investigations.
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2   Typical cross section: Bells Line of Road, New Richmond Bridge over
Hawkesbury River 

5   Indicative cross section: Richmond bypass (between Valder Avenue
and Hill Avenue)
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Shortlisted options assessment
Following feedback, Transport narrowed down 
the options to a shortlist of four options: Yellow, 
Green, Purple and a Hybrid (blue) option which 
is a combination of sections of the Yellow and 
Green options (see map below). Transport for NSW 
had previously displayed the Green option as the 
preferred route.

When investigating which option could deliver the best 
community outcomes within the allocated funding, the 
following considerations were made:
• The Purple option does not adequately achieve the 

traffic objectives of the project and has the highest 
impacts to property, biodiversity and Aboriginal 
heritage. In addition, it cannot be delivered within 
the available funding.

• The Yellow option takes a longer route to cross 
the floodplain. Therefore, this alignment would 
cost substantially more to improve flood resilience 
and would be less efficient for traffic. 

• The Purple and Yellow options were therefore not 
considered further, and additional investigations 
focused on the Green and Hybrid (blue) options.

Additional investigations
The additional investigations completed to address 
community and stakeholder concerns and to help 
determine a revised preferred option included:
• traffic impacts
• a flyover of Kurrajong Road
• flooding and hydrology
• a North Richmond town centre business 

and economic impact analysis
• North Richmond town centre urban design
• a revised design to minimise noise and visual 

impacts on Southee Road
• high level cost estimates of design changes 

to assess whether they can be delivered within 
the available funding.
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Revised options assessment
The Green, Hybrid flyover and Hybrid options were 
then assessed on how they performed against project 
objectives and constraints. Both hybrid options were 
designed to provide 1 in 20-year flood resilience. The 
Green option could not provide 1 in 20-year flood 
resilience within the available funding. 

The 1 in 20-year flood resilience design would provide 
new roads and a new bridge which are higher than 
15.3 metres. This is higher than the water level on the 
recent floods between 2020 and 2022. It is also higher 
than most flood levels recorded for Richmond since 
records began. This level of flood resilience will ensure 

that a road connection to North Richmond will remain 
open during most flood events. 

The Hybrid option was recommended as the revised 
preferred option as it:
• delivers similar traffic benefits to other options
• delivers 1 in 20-year flood resilience
• reduces property impacts including acquisitions, 

noise and visual
• supports businesses in North Richmond town 

centre by maintaining passing trade
• can be delivered within the available funding.
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Key features of the revised 
preferred option
Key features of the revised preferred option include:
• capacity improvements to the intersection of Bells

Line of Road/Grose Vale Road/Terrace Road
• further opportunities to explore options for

pedestrian connectivity
• new two-lane bridge with 1 in 20-year flood

resilience, 30–70 metres downstream of the
existing bridge

• shared path connection between Richmond
and North Richmond town centres

• new signalised intersection at the intersection
of Kurrajong Road/Old Kurrajong Road

• a bypass of the Richmond town centre connecting
from Kurrajong Road to Inalls Lane with 1 in 20-year
flood resilience

• a roundabout to replace the priority intersection
of Castlereagh Road/Southee Road/Inalls Lane

• a new road parallel to Southee Road
• traffic signals to replace the priority intersections

of Londonderry Road with Southee Road and 
Vines Drive.

The existing Richmond Bridge would be converted 
to two lanes for westbound traffic only. During flood 
events when the existing Richmond Bridge is closed, 
the new bridge with 1 in 20-year flood resilience, may 
be converted to two-way traffic if required.

Active transport options
There is currently a lack of active transport 
connections between Richmond and North Richmond. 
During the next phase of design, Transport for NSW 
will work with Hawkesbury City Council, local bicycle 
user groups and the community to determine a 
preferred route and design for the active transport 
connection between the two town centres.

* subject to planning approval and funding release

Early Planning stage

Identify potential route options

Invite community comments on  
options report

Announce preferred option

Concept design and environmental assesment

Invite community comments on concept design 
and environmental assessment

Detailed Design*

Construction*
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Next Steps – Stage 2
We will prepare the concept design and 
environmental assessment for Stage 2 
which will be displayed for community 
and stakeholder feedback. Timeframes for 
construction of Stage 2 will be developed 
as part of the next phase of design.

http://roads-maritime.transport.nsw.gov.au


New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements – Stage 2

Transport for NSW
roads-maritime.transport.nsw.gov.au

Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more information on the New Richmond Bridge and traffic 
improvements project, please contact our project team:

1800 370 778 

richmondbridge@transport.nsw.gov.au

 nswroads.work/NewRichmondBridge

 If you need help understanding this information, please contact the Translating 
and Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask them to call us on 1800 370 778.

December 2022. 
22.258
Privacy Transport for NSW (“TfNSW”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the 
PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the delivery this project. The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in 
subsequent documents unless a clear indication is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise Transport for NSW will only disclose your personal information, 
without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by Transport for NSW at 27 Argyle Street, Parramatta NSW 2150. You have the right to access and correct the information if 
you believe that it is incorrect. 
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