
Transport for NSW 

New Richmond Bridge and traffic 
improvements - The Driftway (Stage 1)
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The Driftway

The Australian and NSW Governments are funding 
traffic improvements including a new bridge over 
the Hawkesbury River between Richmond and 
North Richmond. 

Background
The bridge between Richmond and North Richmond 
provides a vital crossing of the Hawkesbury River, and 
carries an average of 31,000 vehicles per day with a 
single lane in each direction. 

In 2013, Transport for NSW prepared the Richmond 
Bridge and approaches congestion study: Preferred 
short-term and long-term options report. The study 
identified the need for additional bridge capacity and 
three intersection upgrades to improve travel times and 
journey time reliability, and provide for future growth.

In early 2020, following community and stakeholder 
feedback, four options were shortlisted for further 
assessment. Each of the shortlisted options had a 
common element to provide upgrades to The Driftway 
between Londonderry and Blacktown Roads. 

Community consultation on the preferred option for 
the new bridge and traffic improvements closed on 
17 September 2021. While we are considering feedback 

from that consultation, Transport is progressing with 
the upgrades to The Driftway as Stage 1 of the New 
Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements project.

The Driftway has a poor safety record. From August 
2015 to June 2020, 29 crashes occurred on The Driftway 
between Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road, mainly 
at its intersection with these two roads. Improvements 
to The Driftway as Stage 1 would deliver early safety 
benefits to the community. The balance of the project 
(Stage 2) will be subject to a separate environmental 
approval process.

Review of Environmental Factors
A Review of Environmental Factors (REF) has been 
prepared for the proposed upgrade of The Driftway 
between Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road.

The REF outlines the features of the concept design and 
assesses a range of potential environmental impacts 
expected during construction and operation. The REF 
will also include measures on how we plan to minimise, 
mitigate and offset these impacts to our customers and 
the community.

We welcome your feedback on the REF by 
Friday 10 December 2021.
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along Londonderry Road (677) and Blacktown Road 
(675) may experience minor delays during construction. 
Cyclists using the bicycle shoulder lane along Blacktown 
Road may experience short term changes during 
construction. Alternative routes would be provided to 
ensure the safety of cyclists. 

Traffic volumes on The Driftway are expected to increase 
following delivery of Stage 2. The proposed safety 
improvements on The Driftway have been developed to 
cater for future traffic growth.

Biodiversity, flora and fauna

We understand the importance of managing the project’s 
impact on the environment and take environmental 
conservation and protection seriously. The design has 
been refined to minimise our impact where possible, 
however, the project would impact up to 5.66 hectares of 
native vegetation.

We would prepare a Flora and Fauna Management Plan 
which will include measures to minimise the impacts of 
clearances and vegetation removal as well as procedures 
to manage unexpected finds. An offset strategy will be 
finalised when final impacts are known.

Heritage

The construction and operation of the project are unlikely 
to impact on Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal heritage 

items. Should any items be uncovered during the work, 
Transport’s Unexpected Heritage Items (2015) plan would 
be followed.

Air quality and dust

Some construction activities typically result in dust. 
Where possible, we would work to implement dust 
mitigation measures to minimise our impact. Some 
of these measures include covering materials, using 
designated routes, driving at low speeds while on and 
around our sites, water carts, and visually monitoring our 
sites daily.

We would also implement our Air Quality Management 
Plan, which would detail further mitigation controls.

Flooding

While Richmond Bridge and The Driftway between 
Londonderry and Blacktown Roads do not form part of 
the flood evacuation routes, there is an opportunity to 
improve flood resilience. 

As part of the proposal, the eastern end of The Driftway 
would be raised by three metres to improve network 
resilience to flooding.

Once the new intersection of The Driftway and 
Blacktown Roads is complete, the redundant section of 
The Driftway will be removed, reshaped and rehabilitated 
to reduce impacts to floodplain storage.

Project benefits
Improvements to The Driftway would:

• Reduce crashes at intersections

• Cater for future traffic growth

• Reduce delays in turning from The Driftway onto 
Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road

• Improve flood resilience by raising the new realigned 
section at the eastern end of The Driftway by over 
three metres

Project impacts

Work hours and construction

Construction is expected to take about 18 months to 
complete. Our standard work hours would be between 
7am and 6pm Monday to Friday and between 8am and 
1pm on Saturday. 

At times, we may need to carry out some out of hours or 
night work. The community would be notified ahead of 
this work.

Noise and vibration

Our work may be noisy at times, and some vibration 
may also be experienced. Before construction starts we 
would prepare and implement a Noise and Vibration 

Management Plan. The plan would identify noisy 
activities and their impacts, best work hours for noisy 
activities to reduce impact, an ongoing noise monitoring 
program, how to apply respite, and processes for 
notifying the local community about noisy activities.

To help mitigate operational noise impacts, at source 
noise treatments and at-property treatments have been 
recommended in the REF. We would work with property 
owners to determine appropriate treatments during the 
detailed design of the project.

Property access and traffic management

Private property access would be maintained during 
construction unless otherwise agreed with the 
property owner. Minor property adjustments would 
be made to some properties as part of the proposal. 
We would discuss these with the property owners 
before construction.

Emergency services and pedestrian access to properties 
would be maintained at all times.

Temporary traffic restrictions such as lane closures and 
lower speed limits would need to be put in place for the 
safety of our workers. A Traffic Management Plan would 
be developed to minimise delays to road users.

Bus stops on Londonderry Road would be relocated 
south due to the upgrade of the intersection. Bus routes 
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Key features of Stage 1

Proposed improvements

Proposed temporary construction compound
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A new roundabout at the intersection of Londonderry Road 
and The Driftway

Upgrade of The Driftway intersections with Luxford Road 
and Reynolds Road to include right turn bays

Road widening, pavement, driveway and drainage 
improvements and landscaping along The Driftway

A new bridge over a tributary of Rickabys Creek

Realignment of The Driftway to form a new roundabout at 
Blacktown Road and Racecourse Road. Removal and 
rehabilitation of the redundant section of The Driftway.

The Driftway (Stage 1) concept design map



Contact us
If you have any questions or would like to make a 
submission please contact us via: 

 1800 370 778

 richmondbridge@transport.nsw.gov.au

 nswroads.work/richmond-bridge

If you need help understanding 
this information, please contact 
the Translating and Interpreting 
Service on 131 450 and ask them 
to call us on 1800 370 778.

EARLY PLANNING STAGE

IDENTIFY POTENTIAL ROUTE OPTIONS

INVITE COMMUNITY COMMENTS  
ON PREFERRED OPTION

DEVELOP CONCEPT DESIGN AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR STAGE 1

INVITE COMMUNITY COMMENTS ON  
CONCEPT DESIGN AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT FOR STAGE 1

DETAILED DESIGN STAGE 1*

CONSTRUCTION STAGE 1*

Project timeline for Stage 1

*subject to planning approval
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Have your say
The Review of Environmental Factors is on public display 
until midnight Friday 10 December 2021.

The planning documents are available online at 
nswroads.work/richmond-bridge

You can provide your comments by: 

Email: richmondbridge@transport.nsw.gov.au

Phone: 1800 370 778

Post: PO Box 973 Parramatta NSW 2124

Online information sessions
In response to the evolving Coronavirus situation, 
Transport is following NSW Health advice and changing 
the way it approaches community consultation for 
important transport infrastructure projects. This means 
consultation will be carried out in different ways to limit 
the spread of Coronavirus and ensure the community can 
have their say.

We will hold online community information sessions via 
Microsoft Teams at the following times:

• Wednesday 24 November 2021 6-7pm

• Thursday 25 November 2021 12-1pm

The sessions can be joined using the following link: 
nswroads.work/richmondbridgeinfosession

We will also be available between 9am and 6pm Tuesday 
30 November to Thursday 2 December for meetings 
with stakeholders directly impacted by The Driftway 
upgrade. Please contact the project team on 1800 370 
778 or email richmondbridge@transport.nsw.gov.au to 
book in a time.

Next steps
At the end of the REF period, a report will be published 
on the website which summarises comments or questions 
received for the project and our responses.

If you make a submission, you will receive an email 
or letter advising of where your submission has been 
addressed in the report and any changes to the proposal 
as a result of feedback.

We will continue to keep community members and other 
stakeholders informed of our progress throughout the 
remainder of the project.

Subject to determination of the REF, we will complete the 
detailed design and commence construction.

Privacy Transport for NSW (“TfNSW”) is subject to the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998(“PPIP Act”) which requires that we comply 
with the Information Privacy Principles set out in the PPIP Act. All information in correspondence is collected for the sole purpose of assisting in the delivery 
this project. The information received, including names and addresses of respondents, may be published in subsequent documents unless a clear indication 
is given in the correspondence that all or part of that information is not to be published. Otherwise Transport for NSW will only disclose your personal 
information, without your consent, if authorised by the law. Your personal information will be held by Transport for NSW at 27 Argyle Street, Parramatta. 
You have the right to access and correct the information if you believe that it is incorrect. 
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