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Community Update 
NOVEMBER 2013

Replacement of Tooleybuc Bridge 
Roads and Maritime Services is planning to build a new bridge over the Murray 
River on the Mallee Highway at Tooleybuc. The NSW Government has allocated 
an initial $8.5 million towards this project as part of the Bridges for the Bush 
initiative, which aims to improve freight productivity in regional areas.  

Background 

Tooleybuc Bridge was built in 1925. It is the last 
Allan timber truss and lift span bridge 
constructed in NSW and is listed on the State 
Heritage Register and Victorian Heritage 
Register. The bridge has a single traffic lane and 
vehicles give way to oncoming traffic. 

The bridge has been identified for replacement 
under the Timber Truss Bridge Strategy, which 
was endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW 
in August 2012. 

Replacing the bridge with a concrete bridge will 
meet the current and future traffic demands in 
the area, including semi-trailer and B-double 
vehicles being able to carry heavier loads. A 
traffic survey in 2010 showed of the 792 vehicles 
using the bridge daily, 33 per cent were heavy 
vehicles, which is a significant proportion.  

Tooleybuc Bridge is on the Mallee Highway 
which travels through Tooleybuc, linking 
Balranald in south western NSW to the Murray 
Valley in north western Victoria. The route has 
been identified as a strategic freight route in 
NSW and Victoria. It is also an alternative freight 
route between Sydney and Adelaide.  

The project 

Roads and Maritime, in partnership with 
VicRoads, has started planning for a new bridge 
at Tooleybuc.  

The stages of the planning and development 
include: 

• A bridge options study and concept 
design. 

• Environmental studies. 
• Detailed design and cost estimates. 

As a separate activity Roads and Maritime is 
working to obtain heritage approval for 
demolition of the existing bridge. 

Community feedback 

A community meeting was held in April 2013 
with about 80 people attending. The main 
feedback from the meeting was: 

• The new bridge should remain close to 
town and not create a bypass. 

• A new bridge without a lift span was 
preferable. 

This feedback from the community has identified 
a major issue that needs to be addressed during 
the planning and development process.  

A bridge option that provides an alignment very 
close to the township of Tooleybuc, but is also 
high enough for river craft without a lift span, is 
likely to cause major impacts to the township 
and adjacent properties. A bridge without a lift 
span will need to be a higher structure, creating 
the need for longer and wider approaches with 
large embankments either side of the bridge and 
the possible acquisition of property.  

A steering committee has been formed including 
representatives of Swan Hill Rural City Council, 
Wakool Shire Council, VicRoads and Roads and 
Maritime. The steering committee’s function is to 
keep major government stakeholders informed 
and guide the direction of planning, consultation 
and development.  

Roads and Maritime welcomes community 
feedback on this project. 
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Roads and Maritime Services 

For further enquiries: Project Manager, Brendan Maher 

1 Simmons Street, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 
PO Box 484 Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 

www.rms.nsw.gov.au I 13 17 82 I T 02 6938 1111 I F 02 6938 1183 
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What is happening now? 

An environmental constraints analysis has been 
conducted to identify environmental, heritage 
and geological constraints that could affect 
planning and location of the bridge construction. 

This information is being used to develop 
preliminary route options for investigation.  

As a bridge option close to town without a lift 
span has been identified as a major planning 
issue, Roads and Maritime has also engaged a 
consultant to assess the viability of incorporating 
modern lift span technology into the bridge 
options.
 

What happens next? 

A preliminary environmental investigation, 
including detailed analysis of preliminary route 
options, will be carried out. The key 
environmental issues to be addressed include 
Aboriginal heritage, non Aboriginal heritage, 
contaminated land, noise, biodiversity, social 
and visual amenity. 

Using the information from the preliminary 
environmental investigation, a preferred corridor 
alignment is expected to be announced in 2015 
and design within this corridor will progress. 

 

 

 

Community meeting 

A community meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 26 November at the Tooleybuc 
Sporting Club from 6pm to 8pm.  

Roads and Maritime will provide information 
about the outcomes from the environmental 
constraints analysis and the preliminary route 
options being investigated, followed by 
community questions and comments.  

Come along and meet the project team, learn 
more about the project and tell us if you have 
any issues. 

Future maintenance work on the existing 
bridge 

Maintenance work will need to continue on the 
existing bridge to ensure it continues to service 
the area.  

Deck replacement work is expected to 
commence in early 2014 and will take about 
three months to complete. This work will require 
day closures. Further information about closure 
dates and times will be provided once the 
schedule of work has been finalised.  
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