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I write to provide feedback regarding the Draft NSW Freight and Ports Plan which is currently on 

exhibition. 

My organisation is Narrabri Shire Council which is situated in the North West of New South Wales. Our 

Shire is the major source of containerised product for export in the North West Region with 33.2% of 

containerised product volume originating in this Shire. The Shire is renowned as the home of the modern 

Australian cotton industry and currently exports approximately 655,000 tonnes of containerised products. 

An efficient and cost-effective container freight supply chain is vital to our shires farmers and businesses 

to ensure they remain competitive in the worlds markets. The Shire's exporters are excitedly awaiting the 

completion of the Inland Rail project which will allow easy access to the Port of Brisbane as well as our 

existing Botany and Newcastle ports. 

The draft NSW Future Transport 2056 Strategy and the Draft NSW Freight and Ports Plan identify 

congestion issues with Port Botany. Substantial government infrastructure projects are proposed to 

alleviate this congestion. However, both documents ignore the underutilised freight capacity that already 

exists at the Port of Newcastle. 

A container terminal at the Port of Newcastle would provide substantial savings to the NSW taxpayer and 

businesses. Its inclusion in the NSW Freight and Ports Plan as a complementary option to Port Botany 

would improve NSW competitiveness (particularly for the northern half of NSW) compared with other 

Eastern Australian states and provide a cost effective option for our Shires businesses other than Brisbane 

to ensure our business is retained within NSW and not diluted to Brisbane. 

1. A container terminal at the Port of Newcastle would offer NSW cargo owners the choice of the

most efficient and cost-effective supply chain for their cargo, delivering significant cost savings and

efficiency gains.

Without a container terminal choice, NSW exporters are paying more to send their freight further afield 

to Port Botany. In many cases, the freight is railed or driven right past the Port of Newcastle only to create 

further congestion in Sydney. 
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The Port of Newcastle is much closer to many of the major regional NSW centres throughout central west, 

north and north west NSW than Port Botany. 

Importing cargo via the closest port means less trucks on Sydney roads, and a shorter journey from the 

port to the final delivery destination. This would deliver cost savings for NSW consumers. 

A Newcastle container terminal would be a complementary option to Port Botany, create genuine 

competition between the two port operators and allow NSW importers and exporters to choose the most 

efficient and cost-effective supply chain for their cargo. 

Increased competition is beneficial to NSW importers and exporters, consumers and the broader NSW 

economy. 

Council supports the development of a Newcastle container terminal for the benefit of NSW. Any 

disincentive to this development is effectively a tax on NSW farmers, importers and consumers and 

should be removed.  

Yours faithfully 

Tony Meppem 

DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT & ECONOMIC GROWTH 


