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RE: DRAFT NSW FREIGHT AND PORTS PLAN 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
RDA Hunter welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Draft NSW Freight and Ports 
Plan in support of Transport for NSW’s Future Transport 2056 Strategy. 
 
Before we look more closely at opportunities for the Port of Newcastle, as one of the 
region’s two significant gateways, the draft plan includes other projects of importance to 
the economic development of the Hunter. 
 
In partnership with Infrastructure NSW, RDA Hunter researched and analysed the 
increasing levels of freight demand for mining industry inputs.  As these inputs are 
delivered by road, the focus of the Hunter Economic Infrastructure Plan (HEIP)1 is a 
package of projects to overcome pinch points for road freight.  (Better water management, 
for the benefit of mining impacted communities and industry, is also part of the report.)   
 
Work on improving Kooragang Island connectivity is advancing, and plans for the Scone 
bypass are progressing.  However, there remains an urgent need to construct all of the 
projects identified in the HEIP to improve road freight productivity and safety.  These 
projects will improve the New England Highway, Golden Highway and see the extension of 
the M1.  The outcome is more efficient production of commodities, especially for export. 
 
The transportation of commodities to the Port of Newcastle brings us to another important 
part of the draft plan; corridor planning and preservation.  In addition to increasing freight 
rail capacity, additional rail corridors will support separation of passenger rail from freight 
rail, provide opportunities for faster rail connections with major centres, reduce level 
crossing delays in suburban Newcastle and reduce costs to producers.  A business case 
from the NSW Government for the Lower Hunter Freight Corridor is required to elevate this 
high priority initiative to project status on Infrastructure Australia’s 15-year pipeline of 
priority projects.2 
 
The Newcastle Cruise Terminal, Hunter to Orana fuel pipeline and increasing the capacity 
of intermodal terminals in the Hunter are welcome features of the Freight and Ports Plan. 
 

  

                                                           
1 http://rdahunter.org.au/initiatives/hunter-economic-infrastructure-plan  
2 http://infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/projects/infrastructure-priority-list.aspx  
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SUPPORT for a NEWCASTLE CONTAINER TERMINAL 
 
The Hunter’s economy is continuing to grow and diversify. A Newcastle container terminal 
will help drive the region’s economy, and it can be delivered alongside the growth of all 
other trades in the Port. 
 
Port of Newcastle activity contributes $1.6 billion and 9,000 jobs to the Hunter economy 
per annum (Source: Economic Impact of the Port of Newcastle 2016/17, EconSearch).   
 
The Port has a flow-on impact across many sectors including manufacturing, finance and 
insurance services, ownership of dwellings, transport and warehousing, and the 
professional, scientific and technical services sectors. 
 
Considering the NSW Department of Planning and Environment’s Hunter Regional Plan 
2036,3 we agree: 

• “The Hunter’s increasingly diversified economy and global gateways – the Port of 
Newcastle and Newcastle Airport – will enable the region and the State to satisfy 
the demand from growing Asian economies for products and services associated 
with education, health, agriculture, resources and tourism.” (p1)  

• “(T)he region’s ongoing economic prosperity will depend on its ability to capitalise 
on these strategic assets” which “drive regional economic growth” and “sustain 
productivity in the Hunter” (p15). 

• The Port is a “strategic employment centre”. (p17) 
• The Plan rightly identifies Actions such as,  

o ‘promote diversification of operations at the Port of Newcastle’ (p20), 
o ‘promote freight facilities that leverage the Port of Newcastle and its 

associated freight transport network’ (p23) and  
o ‘plan for multimodal freight facilities that support economic development of 

the region.’ (p23) 
 
A Newcastle container terminal is an economic driver whose time has arrived.   
 
The economic imperative is here.  As the draft plan identifies, enormous effort is required 
to make Botany work as an inefficient container hub: cargo movement coordination, rail 
optimisation and performance data app, as examples.  
 
It is quite rational to question the rusted-on support for Botany, given its well documented 
“(r)oad and rail access constraints” and need to increase capacity. (p34)  Providing a 
second container terminal at Newcastle, outside of the congested boundaries of Greater 
Sydney, is a viable solution. 
 
The current situation sees Hunter exporters sending their goods to Port Botany.  A 
Newcastle container terminal will reduce costs and the number of reported delays for 
producers in Moree, Dubbo, Tamworth, Narrabri and the Hunter.  Similarly, imports have to 
travel through Sydney, adding to CBD congestion.  
 

                                                           
3 http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/~/media/Files/DPE/Plans-and-policies/hunter-regional-plan-2036-
2016-10-18.ashx  

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/%7E/media/Files/DPE/Plans-and-policies/hunter-regional-plan-2036-2016-10-18.ashx
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/%7E/media/Files/DPE/Plans-and-policies/hunter-regional-plan-2036-2016-10-18.ashx
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The location is now available.  Vacant industrial land on the Hunter River is perfectly suited 
to be activated for a Newcastle container terminal.  

The Newcastle container terminal will be supported by an integrated freight and logistics 
hub or a freight intermodal facility, with direct access to rail and Industrial Drive, at the 52-
hectare Intertrade site.  

The Newcastle integrated multimodal freight and logistics hub offers opportunities for 
customers to streamline supply chains with facilities for container unpacking, sorting, 
warehousing and distribution, temporary and empty container storage parks.  A private 
road network allows for the seamless and quick shunting of cargo.  Land is also available 
for Border Control and quarantine facilities. 

The growth of the Port will deliver benefits to the Hunter region by activating industrial land 
across nearby local government areas through the flow-on demand for warehousing and 
distribution centres.  Studies show the growth of the Port has a multiplier effect on 
economies.  

An initial $1 of output in the port sector leads to a flow-on effect in other sectors of the 
Hunter economy of 84 cents, giving a total effect of $1.84.  Each dollar of output also 
generates 30 cents in direct household income (i.e., wages and salaries paid to employees 
of port-related firms and organisations) and a further 21 cents to workers in associated 
industries.  Similarly, each dollar of output results in 52 cents in value added in the port 
sector and a further 39 cents in value added in other sectors of the economy.  (Source: 
EconSearch). 

Growth in Port activity will help to attract more regional and head offices to our region, 
bringing more skilled jobs to our community.  This will provide more local opportunities for 
our University of Newcastle and TAFE NSW graduates, and contribute to economic 
development and the revitalisation of our region. 

“A plan for moving goods in an efficient, safe and environmentally sustainable manner, 
providing successful outcomes for communities and industry” will include a container 
terminal at the Port of Newcastle. 

We look forward to the launch of the NSW Freight and Ports Plan. 

Yours faithfully 

Trevor John 
Director of Regional Development and Executive Officer 
RDA Hunter 


