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Dear Damian, 

Draft NSW Freight and Ports Plan 

I am writing in regard to the NSW Government's draft Freight and Ports Plan. 

ARTC believes that state Freight Strategies play an important role in reinforcing the importance of 

freight and ports to the national economy and in ensuring that the state's freight and ports systems are 

well positioned to respond to emerging markets, challenges and opportunities. 

ARTC welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft NSW plan. 

I believe that consultation between TfNSW and ARTC is increasingly effective and note that many of 

the issues in the Plan are being discussed regularly and in detail through our quarterly meetings and 

other ad hoc engagement. In general, I believe that there is good alignment between ARTC and 

TfNSW in relation to future development of the rail network servicing freight. 

Specifically, ARTC would like to acknowledge the positive position adopted in relation to the Inland 

Rail project in the draft Freight and Ports Plan and Future Transport Strategy documents. In particular 

the acknowledgement that it is a once-in-a-generation project that presents an opportunity to 

reconfigure the regional NSW freight network and optimise regional freight movements through 

efficient linkages to NSW ports and the development of freight hubs along the 1,700 kilometre route. 

- The project is being delivered by ARTC and we welcome the support afforded by the NSW

Government including TfNSW in advocating for the project and in assisting in its delivery.

The draft strategy documents have also highlighted a number of specific initiatives that relate to the

ARTC lease network, both for freight and passenger development. I look forward to continuing

discussions with TfNSW on further developing and to progressing these.

Given the ongoing discussions around many of the specifics in the Plan, this submission is limited to

three high-level issues that we consider to be critical and which deserve focus and emphasis in the

final Plan.

Land-Use Planning

ARTC believes that freight has traditionally been under prioritised in metropolitan and urban planning.

Integrated planning for the growing freight and logistics task, as cities like Sydney grow, needs to be

recognised as essential for a well-functioning and prosperous city, recognising that urban freight is

growing faster than any other freight task in Australia. Efficient freight movement through urban areas 

needs to be on an equal footing with other important planning outcomes such as urban renewal,

affordable housing, efficient passenger transport networks, liveability and sustainability.
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ARTC would be very pleased to see a strong endorsement of road pricing and investment reform in 

the NSW Freight and Ports Plan and in particular a commitment to accelerating the implementation of 

reform. 

Technology 

ARTC recognises that there will be a significant increase in the number of freight and passenger 

services across the rail network, including the ARTC network, in the coming decades as the NSW 

economy and population continue to grow. ARTC endeavours to provide all of our customers with a 

high quality of service and is keen to take advantage of the potential growth in the rail task while 

ensuring we continue to maintain our service quality. 

Roll-out of ARTC's Advanced Train Management System (ATMS) and the NSW Government's 

proposed Advanced Train Control System (ATCS) will be critical to maximising the potential of the rail 

network for both freight and passenger services in this growth environment. These advanced safe 

working systems are critical to achieving a safe, efficient and effective NSW rail network. ARTC would 

like to see the Freight and Ports Plan give greater prominence to these initiatives. 

Interoperability of these systems is also critical to ensure that the enhanced safety benefits from ATCS 

and A TMS can be realised across both our networks and that rail operators, and by extension their 

customers, can realise these benefits at minimal cost and with minimal additional technological 

requirements. ARTC has been working closely and cooperatively with the NSW Government on this 

key issue. It is keen to ensure this continues into the future and to this end would like to see its 

importance acknowledged in the Plan. 

Once again, we appreciate the opportunity to be able to engage with NSW on developing the future 

direction of freight. If you would like to follow-up on anything in this submission, please do not hesitate 

to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

Simon Ormsby' 

Group Executive, Strategy and Corporate Development 
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