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Don’t become a statistic: stay safe on the trains 

RAIL SAFETY WEEK   

 

To mark national Rail Safety Week, Sydney Trains is hosting a range of events 
from Monday 11 August to remind customers about the importance of staying 
safe around the rail corridor.  

 

Chief executive of Sydney Trains Howard Collins said the focus of Rail Safety Week 
this year is on “near misses” with a series of events being held to raise awareness 
about how to stay safe around railway stations, tracks and level crossings. 
 
“While the events are designed to be fun and engaging, they carry a very serious 
safety message,” Mr Collins said. 
 
“The latest statistics show more than 5,000 people trespassed on the network’s train 
tracks in the last 12 months. 
 
“Every person who goes onto a train track is at risk of being hit by a train. That 
means last year alone 5,000 people across the Sydney Trains network could have 
been hit and potentially killed – that is way too many.  
 
“Sydney Trains has extensive processes in place to keep customers safe, including 
station announcements, more than 10,000 CCTV cameras and improved station 
design, but train customers also need to play their part and follow some simple safety 
rules. 
 
“It can take up to 570 metres to stop a train, which is the length of more than 
three football fields. There is no need for anyone to be on a train track – if you 
drop something, alert a staff member and ask them to get it for you.” 

 

That’s why during Rail Safety Week, Sydney Trains will be taking every 
opportunity to remind everyone that we all need to take care around trains.  

 

Customers will have the opportunity to see things from a driver’s perspective 
and take a ride in a Waratah train simulator which will be stationed at Liverpool 
and Penrith stations later in the week. 

 



  

Children can attend the free TrackSAFE with Thomas & Friends event dressed 
in their favourite Thomas gear on Monday 11 August and meet a life-size 
Thomas and learn about rail safety. 

 

TrackSAFE with Thomas & Friends has been especially designed to equip 
preschoolers with rail safety knowledge that will stay with them for life. One day 
it could even save their life. 

 

There will be face painting, a balloon artist, a drawing activity table plus the 
opportunity to meet The Fat Controller. It’s a fun afternoon of rail safety 
activities designed to help keep your child safe whenever they catch the train.  

 

Also on Monday 11 August Steam Train rides will be available from Central 
Station leaving from 10:00am until 2:00pm.  

 

To conclude the week a Family Fun Day will be held at Central on 17 August 
where customers can take part in a historical tour of the Central Station tunnels 
and a scavenger hunt through Central itself.  

 

Once participants have completed their chosen activity, they will be asked to 
answer some rail safety questions to receive a voucher for lunch in the Western 
Forecourt of Central Station. 

 

To book and for more information go to: http://www.sydneytrains.info 

 

All participants must register for these events prior to attending. 

 

Children require supervision throughout the day. Please note that media and 
photographers will be at the event.  

 

Top 5 safety tips: 

 

• When travelling by train mind the gap between the platform and the train when 
boarding and exiting; 

 

• When you are catching trains with children stay alert and aware and help them 
get on and off the train; 

 



  

• Never go onto train tracks. If you accidentally drop something ask station staff 
to retrieve it safely; 

 

• If you see something dangerous, alert staff, go to a Help Point or call 000; and 
 

• When waiting for the train stay behind the yellow line 
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