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1 Introduction

1.1  Purpose of this report

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) propose s to upgrade Unanderra Station as part of their
Transport Access Program ( the Proposal ). The Proposal would provide a station
precinct that is accessible to those with a disability, limited mobility,
parents/carers with prams, and customers with luggage.

This report assesses the landscape characteran  d visual impacts associated with
the Proposal and informs the Review of Environmental Factors ( Pitt & Sherry, RER
which has been developed concurrently

1.2  Proposal overview

Unanderra Station is soufSCO-8buWbl Coagongiapbd
Sydney Trains Network, connecting Kiama and Sydney. A location map is
provided in FIGUREL-1.

Unanderra Station
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FIGUREL-1: LOCATION OF UNANDERRASTATION
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The Proposal would result in the following key features

installation of three new lifts connecting to the existing footbridge, with

canopies for weather protection at the lift landings

modific ations to the existing footbridge , subject to detailed design,

including regrading of the deck and replacement of stair treads and

handrails where necessary

construction of elevated walkways between the new lift s and the
footbridge , with new anti -throw screens

platform modifications including minor platform regarding, line marking

of boarding assistance zones on Platform s1 and 2, and the relocation of
two seating benches

modification of the existing station building to enable the provision of a

new family accessible toilet , and a new staff unisex ambulant toilet , a

station services equipment room (SSER) , and store room

provision of an accessible kiss and ride  space on Berkeley Road (east)

including new kerb ramps,  with a new access ible path way to the station

entrance including new kerb ramps

provision of an accessible kiss and ride

space on Berkeley Road (west)

with kerb ramps and a widened footpath

conversion of the exi sting non -compliant DDA parking spaces on

Berkeley Road (west of station) into three accessible parking spaces with
shared spaces

provision of accessible footpaths on Berkely Road (west) between the

station entrance, kiss and ride, bus zone and accessible parking spaces .

A detailed project description is provided in SECTION 4.

1.3 Report format

Thisreport is set out in the following format:

SECTION 2
SECTION 3
SECTION4
SECTION 5
SECTION 6

SECTION 7

SECTION 8

Defines the methodology for the assessment
Describes the location and context of the Ste
Describes the Proposal and its main visual changes
Assesses the likely effects to landscape character
Assesses the likely effects to s urrounding viewpoints

Describes measures that have been, and could be,
incorporated to improve the visual outcome

Presents a summary of key findings and conclusion.
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2.1

Assessment methodology

This section outlines the methodology for the assessment, which is based on the

NSW Roads and Maritime Services 10 Guideline for Landscape Character and
Visual Impact Assessment, Environmental Impact Assessment Practice Note EIA -

NO4, December 2018

Assessment

(referred

to hereaftkyr

as the 0Gui

Two assessments are presented in the Guide line to improve design outcomes

1 landscape character assessment

aggreg

ate of an

- the assessment of impact on the

areafds buildt

, natur al an

place & which helps determine the overall impact of a project on an

areads

9 visual impact assessment

hel ps

character

define the

The method t o measure impact is based

existing area or view to change
view. These terms are defined

1 Sensitivity:

and sense

- the assessment of impact on views

day to day

on the combination of

refers to the qualities of an area, the numbe

of

pl ace.

- which

visual ef fect

sensitivity of the
, and magnitude _of the Proposal on that area or
in the Guideline as:

r and type of

receivers and how sensitive the existing character of the setting is to the
proposed nature of change.

1 Magnitude :refers tothe physical scale of a project , how distant it is and
the contrast it presents to the existing condition.

The combi nation of sensitivity and magnitude provide the rating of the

landscape character

impact

viewpoints (refer TABLE2-1).

TABLE2-1: LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AND VISUAL IMPACRATING MATRIX

Magnitude

for a project, or visual impact for individual

Moderate Low Negligible

High-Moderate Moderate Negligible

? Moderate High-Moderate Moderate Moderate -Low Negligible
g Low Moderate Moderate -Low _ Negligible
Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible Negligible

1 As of 1 December 2019 , Roads and Maritime Services was integrated with TINSW
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2.2

2.3

Landscape character assessment
The Guideline sets out the tasks for landscape character impact assessment as:
1. analyse existing landscape character and its sensitivity

2. identify landscape character zones  (if required because of the size or
complexity of the project)

3. determine the magnitude of impact
4. assess landscape characterimpact  (based on both the sensitivity of the
character zone and magnitude of the Proposal in that zone ).
Visual impact assessment
The Guideline sets out the tasks for visual impact assessment as:
1. identify the extent of visibility of the Proposal
2. identif y existing viewpoints and their sensitivity ~ to change
3. determine the magnitude of change from each viewpoint

4. assess visual impact (based on a composite of the sensitivity of the view
and magnitude of the ~ Proposal in that view ).

Field survey

The Site was inspected 28 March 2020 and included a walk -over of Unanderra
Station precinct and surrounding stree ts. The day of the inspection was dry and
sunny. Private property was not accessed. Viewpoints were assessed from the
nearest publicly accessible location s

Photography

Photographs included in this report have been taken using a 50mm lensona full
frame ¢ amera with GPS positioning. The 50mm lens was used as this is closest to
the view perceived by a human eye. Unless otherwise noted, all photographs in

this report were taken by the author 28 March 2020 .

UNANDERRA STATIONUPGRADES LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ANDVISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

envisageconsulting.com.au



3 Site description

3.1 Location

Unanderra S tation is approximately five kilometres south of Wollongong Station
within the suburb of Unanderra, in Wollongong local government area  (LGA). A
map showing the context of Unanderra Station and key features with in the
vicinity is provided FIGURE3-1.
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== e « 100m from
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300m from Unanderra
Station

% % % 1km from Unanderra
Station

A Church/religious facility

home

South Coast line . LY N TS 18 Schoollpre-school
to Kiama \ )

FIGURE3-1: CONTEXT OF PROPOSAL LOCATION

3.2  Visual context

Landform

The rail corridor (and main road corridors - Princes Highway and Princes

Motorway) runs north/south between the lllawarra Escarpment and the Pacific

Ocean . Mount Kembla (with an elevation of approximately 520m above the

level of the station) is the closest feature of the lllawarra Escarpment at
approximately 3.7km to the north -west. The entrance to Port Kembla is

approximately 6km to the east .

Land to the e ast is flat and low lying and includes Allans Creek which lies
approximately 60m east of the rail corridor . Land to the west risesto the foo thills
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of the lllawarra Escarpment . There are also distinctive s mall hills west of the

m above the
FIGURE3-2.

station , elevated approximately 60
showing local landform is provided at

level of the station . An image

llawarra Escarpment in the background

Small hill west
of station

Dense_Vegetation
along Allans Creek:
east of the station ’

§ RS ]

R 'EUnqgc'\ierfa Station

m

Eastern entry
to station

Berkeley Road (east)

i
e

R

FIGURE3-2: VIEW OF STATION FROM BERKELEY ROAD (EAST) LOOKING WEST

Land use

East of the station , the built environment is predominantly industrial.

station is Unanderra local shopping precinct
(along the

housing. An image of the shopping precinct is shown

commercial strip

(along Central Road) ,

at FIGURE3-3.

Distinctive built features in the vicinity (not visible from the station) include the tall
industrial stacks of plants of the Port Kembla industrial area (approximately 2.5km
east) and Nan Ti en Temple (approximately 1.2km south).

FIGURE3-3: UNANDERRA LOCAL SHOPPING PRECINCT
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