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Aerial of Swansea Channel 

The NSW Government is delivering major improvements to maritime 
infrastructure and facilities across the state to help the boating and wider 
community safely access, use and navigate our rivers and coastal waters.

The NSW Government announced $205 million of stimulus for maritime projects. Of that stimulus funding, $7.5 million 
has been allocated to dredging projects across NSW. Swansea Channel is included in this round of dredging projects. 



Dredging in NSW
The NSW Government is committed to improve and 
sustain accessibility to key coastal locations, river 
entrances and local waterways to support economic 
growth opportunities through improved navigation for 
commercial and recreational vessels.

Dredging is an important management activity that 
assists to maintain navigation channels and provide 
access to maritime infrastructure that are otherwise 
restricted by natural sand shoaling.

Transport for NSW has taken over responsibility of 
the NSW Government’s dredging functions from the 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
Crown Lands.

Swansea Channel background
Swansea Channel connects Lake Macquarie to the Pacific 
Ocean and is the only entrance to the popular boating 
area in the Hunter region. 

Lake Macquarie is a popular destination for a diverse 
range of recreational boaters. It is the largest coastal 
saltwater lake in the southern hemisphere and is two 
times the size of Sydney Harbour. 

While there is good access to the lake for the majority 
of users with boats on trailers that can launch and can 
launch from one of the many boat ramps around the 
shoreline. Maintaining access to the ocean through the 
narrow Swansea Channel is of major importance to 
recreational boating in the region, particularly cruising 
yacht clubs. 

Dredging of Swansea Channel 

Did you know?
Prior to the construction of the Lake Macquarie 
entrance breakwaters only the smallest of boats 
could access the inlet to the lake as it was barely 
navigable and intermittently closed completely 
by sand.

Construction of the entrance breakwater started in 
1878 and finished 1887. The aim of the project was 
to control the migration of the channel entrance 
and to allow for industrial coal and timber transport 
ships and larger vessels in the lake.

Since then there has been a continual need for 
a variety of interventions carried out to address 
the issue caused by the nature of the persistently 
evolving channel to ensure that navigation can be 
maintained through this area. 

Dredging of Swansea Channel
Dredging in Swansea Channel typically focusses on the 
areas known as the “dog leg” near the southern entrance 
to Swan Bay and the “dropover” at the lake end of the 
channel. These two locations are the areas that show the 
first signs of narrowing and shallowing as the channel 
begins to silt up. 

As part of the announced $205 million maritime stimulus, 
funding has been allocated for a major dredging 
campaign of Swansea Channel to be carried out in the 
first half of 2022. We are in the development stage to 
obtain relevant planning approvals.

The proposed dredging intends to deliver a channel from 
Pelican to Marks Point that is 3.5 metres below Australian 
Height Datum (AHD) and 60 metres wide allowing 
vessels drawing a maximum of 2.5 metres draft to transit 
the channel.

Project development
Like all major construction projects, dredging projects 
must go through legislated planning approvals 
before proceeding. 

We are now carrying out investigations  which inform 
the development of the Review of Environmental Factors 
(REF). We expect this to be completed by February 2022 
and will be available to view on our website.  

After the REF is completed the project team can go 
out to tender for the project. Following the government 
tender process we can award the contract. This process 
will take about four months. 

We are working as quickly as possible to complete the 
project planning approvals. We will keep you updated 
on the project’s progress and advise you when dredging 
will start.
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What about future dredging of 
Swansea Channel?
Due to the dynamic nature of the channel we appreciate 
and understand that future dredging of Swansea Channel 
will be needed to maintain navigation in this area. 

Swansea channel is considered a key investment location 
under the NSW Coastal Dredging Strategy, which means 
when funding is available for dredging it is one of the 
waterways given priority. 

The $205 million maritime stimulus enabled the dredging 
that was completed earlier this year and this upcoming 
dredging project. 

Did you know?
Since 1970 Swansea Channel has been dredged 20 
times. Approximately 802,000 cubic metres of sand 
has been dredged from the area.  

Which is approximately 320 Olympic swimming 
pools of sand has been removed from Swansea 
Channel since 1970.

Next steps
We are continuing with planning and project 
development. The next steps are:

• Completing the REF 

• Completing a “Have Your Say” on the project, to seek 
community feedback.

• Advertising to seek tenders

• Awarding the contract

We will continue to update you on the project as 
it progresses. 

Current navigational advice for 
Swansea Channel
Swansea Channel is a popular area of Lake Macquarie 
and can become very congested during busy periods, 
especially during the summer months.

With the current depth restriction in the channel, vessels 
are required to transition in a zig zag pattern, which 
coupled with congestion of vessels, navigation can 
be challenging.

The channel conditions are monitored by Boating Safety 
Officers. Navigation markers are regularly moved to 
reflect the conditions. So please be aware of this and 
deep drafted vessels should follow the marked channel.

The navigation channel may not be passable by all 
vessels at all times. The channel entrance into Lake 
Macquarie is highly dynamic and it is incumbent upon 
vessel masters to determine the conditions before 
undertaking passage through Swansea Channel.

Safe navigation through any channel is ultimately the 
responsibility of the vessel’s master taking into account 
a range of factors including the size of their vessel, tides, 
water depths and the speed at which they travel.

Conditions and depths in Swansea Channel change 
regularly. Deep drafted vessels of more than one metre 
are advised to carefully plan any trips through Swansea 
Channel and navigate with caution and if in doubt, avoid 
the trip entirely.
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Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more on the 
Swansea Channel Dredging project please contact 
our project team: 

 1800 571 311

 SwanseaChannelDredging@transport.nsw.gov.au

 nswroads.work/swanseachanneldredging

 Swansea Channel Dredging project
 Transport for NSW, Maritime Branch 
 33 James Craig Road Rozelle  
 NSW 2039

This document contains important 
information about road projects in 
your area. If you require the services 
of an interpreter, please contact the 
Translating and Interpreting Service 

on 131 450 and ask them to call the project team 
on 1800 571 311. The interpreter will then assist you 
with translation.

Frequently asked questions 

Will any dredging of the Swansea Channel 
occur before Christmas 2021?

Swansea Channel will not be dredged again in 2021. 
We are developing the dredging project and seeking 
project approvals which includes completing a 
Review of Environmental Factors (REF). Once this is 
completed we can tender for the work. 

When will dredging start?

We are working as quickly as possible to get through 
the necessary environmental approval and tender 
process. This process can take about six months. We 
expect dredging to get underway  in the first half 
of 2022.

We will keep you up to date on the progress of the 
project and when dredging will start. 

Why does Swansea Channel need 
regular dredging? 

The history of Swansea Channel indicates that this is 
not a natural continually open navigational channel 
into Lake Macquarie.

Interventions such as the construction of the 
Lake Macquarie Entrance Breakwaters in the late 
1800s were built to allow larger vessels in for 
industry purposes.

Due to the dynamic nature of Swansea Channel 
there will be continual need for interventions such as 
dredging to maintain this navigational channel.

If my vessel has over one metre draft can I 
enter Lake Macquarie via Swansea Channel?

Deep drafted vessels of more than one metre are 
advised to carefully plan any trips through Swansea 
Channel and navigate with caution and if in doubt, 
avoid the trip entirely.

Is there a future strategy for dredging 
Swansea Channel?

Currently there is no funding available for an ongoing 
dredging program. We are developing a strategy to 
secure funding for a long-term statewide dredging 
program to improve efficiency, reduce costs and 
enable more consistent and frequent dredging to be 
undertaken in the future.

What location will the dredged sand 
be placed?

Dredged sand can be used to replenish beaches 
that have lost sand as a result of tidal and 
weather conditions. 

We are still investigating suitable locations for the 
dredge sand to be placed. 

We will update you when this information is available.
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