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1 Introduction 
1.1. Background 
The Rankin Park to Jesmond (RP2J) Bypass Project (the Project) involves the construction of 
3.4 kilometres of new four lane divided road between Lookout Road, New Lambton Heights 
and Newcastle Road, Jesmond (Figure 1-1). The Project is located in the Newcastle local 
government area, about 11 kilometres west of the Newcastle central business district and 
about 160 kilometres north of Sydney. Transport for NSW (Transport), formerly Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS), is planning and delivering the Project.  

The Project has been assessed under both State and Federal planning approval pathways.  
The Project was declared by the NSW Minister for Planning to be State significant 
infrastructure (SSI) development under Schedule 5.1 of the State Environmental Planning 
Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 on 3 March 2015. The Project was assessed 
under Part 5.1 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) (EP&A Act).  

The Project staging report identified and defined the Project staging as construction or low 
impact work as shown in Table 1-2. This Pre-Construction Compliance Report is for Stage 4, 
construction of the main bypass. 

Matters of National Environmental Significance relevant to the Project comprise listed 
threatened species and communities (section 18 and 18A of the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)) and wetlands of international importance 
(sections 16 and 17B of the EPBC Act). The Project was declared by the Federal Minister for 
the Environment and Energy to be a ‘controlled action’ under the EPBC Act on 15 October 
2015.  

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared for the Project to satisfy the 
environmental assessment requirements of Part 5.1 of the EP&A Act and Part 8 of the EPBC 
Act. A Submissions and Preferred Infrastructure Report (SPIR) was prepared to provide 
responses to issues raised during exhibition of the EIS, to propose Project design refinements 
and to provide revised environmental management measures for the Project and was 
submitted to the NSW Minister for Planning. Approval for the Project was granted by the NSW 
Minister for Planning on 15 February 2019 and by the Commonwealth Department of the 
Environment and Energy (DoEE) on 5 April 2019. 

In May 2021, TfNSW requested a modification to the planning approval to enable the use of 
additional construction compounds for the project. This modification was approved 7 February 
2022. Additionally, as part of Stage 2 works Transport submitted a pre-construction compliance 
report in September 2019.  
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Figure 1-1 NICB project footprint
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events during the Stage 4 pre-construction period classified under Transports Environmental 
Incident Procedure. 
Further to any incident reporting requirements under Transports Environmental Incident 
Procedure, Condition A37 requires environmental incidents that cause or threaten to cause 
material harm and which may or may not be or cause a noncompliance to be immediately 
reported to the Planning Secretary. Subsequent notification is then required in accordance 
with Condition A38 and Appendix A of the Ministers approval. During the Stage 4 pre-
construction period, no incidents were reported in accordance with Condition A37. 
 

6 Complaints 
No complaints have been received during the Stage 4 pre-construction period. 
 

7 Declaration 
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8 Appendixes 
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8.1 Appendix A. NSW CoA Compliance Tracking Table  
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8.2 Appendix B. Federal CoA Compliance Tracking Table   
   








