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Traffic Route lighting Subsidy Scheme

Subsidy Payments to Councils
1.0
Purpose
1.1
This procedure defines the methods required for subsidy payments to Councils under the Traffic Route Lighting Subsidy Scheme.

2.0
Background

2.1
Funding the provision and maintenance of street lighting is generally a matter for Councils.

2.2
Provision is made in Section 10 of the Traffic Act 1909 for financial assistance to Local Government Councils (Councils) to support the provision of an adequate standard of lighting on important traffic routes under the Traffic Route Lighting Subsidy Scheme (TRLSS). 

2.3
The procedure for initiating and determining the eligibility of a proposal for subsidy under the TRLSS is detailed in RTA Procedure RTA-TMB-QP-101.

2.4
The level of assistance available to Councils is determined annually by the Minister for Roads.

2.5
The RTA is responsible for the delivery of the TRLSS and pays the subsidies to Councils annually around March.

2.6
Subsidy payments are based on inventories of approved installations as supplied by Councils, and are calculated according to:


2.6.1
The total number of lanterns,


2.6.2
The number of lanterns of 300 watts or more,


2.6.3
The number of concrete and/or steel standard structures,


2.6.4
The number of structures connected by underground wiring, and


2.6.5
The number of masts greater than 25 metres high.

2.7
Special installations on major traffic routes may be requested of Council by the RTA, in accordance with Section 2H of the Traffic Act 1909 No. 5. An example of such installations is upgraded street lighting associated with motorway construction. The payment of any subsidy is subject to the following conditions:


2.7.1
The nett annual tariff increase for installations on State and Regional roads will be reimbursed to Council via the TRLSS, with the proviso that:


2.7.2
If the nett annual tariff increase for installations on local roads is negative, this amount will be deducted from the value in 2.7.1.


2.7.3
If the nett annual tariff increase for installations on local roads is positive, agreement will be reached between the RTA’s Project Manager and Council for payment. This tariff increase will not be funded by the Director, Traffic and Transport.

3.0
Responsibilities
3.1
Council:


3.1.1
Forward the inventory of approved installations to the General Manager, Traffic Management (GM, TM). 


3.1.2
Ensure that special installations (eg those requested by RTA) are correctly identified on the supplied inventory.


3.1.3
Complete the certificate stating that the inventory is a correct listing of the approved installations.



The form to be used for subsidy payment application is included as Section 6 of this Procedure.

3.2
The RTA’s Regional Managers or the General Manager, Sydney Client Services:


3.2.1
Carry out sample audits of the inventory, as requested by the GM, TM.


3.2.2
Make payments to Councils following advice from the GM, TM.

3.4
The General Manager, Traffic Management:


3.4.1
Prepare submission to Minister for Roads for allocation and payment of the TRLSS.


3.4.2
Determine the amount of subsidy payable to each Council. 


3.4.3
Arrange for sample audits of supplied inventories.


3.4.3
Request Regional Managers and the GM, SCS to make the subsidy payments to Councils.

4.0
Procedure details
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TRAFFIC ROUTE LIGHTING SUBSIDY SCHEME

APPLICATION FOR SUBSIDY FOR 12 MONTH PERIOD

COMMENCING 1st JANUARY ...............







          (insert year)

by..........................................................................................................COUNCIL
Application is made for subsidy in respect of lanterns on determined traffic routes that have been designed and installed in compliance with the Australian Standard Code for Traffic Route Lighting as per the following schedule:

	
	Number

	Total Lanterns
	

	Lanterns 300 Watts and over
	

	Concrete / steel standard structures
	

	Structures connected by underground power
	

	Masts 25 metres or higher
	

	Special installation description:


	$


	CERTIFICATION BY COUNCIL

I hereby certify that the above schedule of lanterns has been installed on determined traffic routes in accordance with the Traffic Act 1909, and in compliance with the Australian Standard Code for Traffic Route Lighting, and is correct as at

 31st December ...............

                                                                        (insert year)

Signature ........................................................                Date .........................

                            (Delegated Officer)




	Return completed form to:
	The General Manager

Traffic Management

Roads and Traffic Authority of NSW

Locked bag 928
NORTH SYDNEY   NSW   2059
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