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In China and India - two countries with high urban pollution levels - there have 
been marked improvements in these levels due to the lockdown of industry and 
travel. 
 
In some high density tourist locations there has also been significant 
environmental improvement. For example, in Venice the water quality of its 
canals has greatly improved. 
 
It is difficult to say if NSW’s linear reserve environments have also fared well 
during the crisis. However, with restricted regional movement there is some 
anecdotal evidence to say there is less litter along the roads. Also, there appears 
to be less illegal firewood collection along roads and in travelling stock reserves 
which unfortunately commences as the weather starts to cool. 
 
We are unsure if there has been less road kill of animals, although this most 
probably is the case due to less traffic. 
 
Any respite to human impact would be beneficial after the hammering that some 
NSW linear reserves took earlier in the year due to the bushfires (see February 
2020 edition of the REC Newsletter). 
 

 
 
Update on the Council Roadside Reserves Project 
 
 
In December 2019, Local Government NSW (LGNSW) held a one-day training 
workshop in Albury to share the learnings of the Council Roadside Reserves (CRR) 
project.  Attendees were introduced to the resources and how they can assist 
councils to plan for and manage environmental management outcomes in their 
roadside reserves. Staff from Albury, Murrumbidgee, Berrigan and Coolamon 
councils as well as DPIE staff, LLS staff and members of the CRR Advisory 
Committee all attended the training.  
 
The workshop received positive feedback from all involved and the intention was 
to undertake additional workshops this year. Unfortunately due to COVID-19, this 
is no longer possible. We are, however, continuing to develop the CRR eLearning 
program, which will provide on-line training opportunities. This will be available 
on the LGNSW website in July.  
 
The eLearning program will provide a number of modules stepping the learner 
through concepts such as: 

 What is a roadside reserve? 
 What legislation applies? 
 How to assess the conservation values of roadside reserves, including how 

this may inform their management? 
 What are the environmental considerations and planning requirements 

when working in roadside reserves? 
 
In addition to the eLearning project, LGNSW will also have a number of resources 
available on its website including the Council Roadside Environmental 
Management Framework (CREMF), Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 
template, Rapid Assessment Methodology Guide, Natural Asset Templates and a 
range of environmental assessment resources including REF templates. Watch 
this space! 
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Conserving threatened species on roadsides and TSRs in the 
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council area 
 
 
Article by Alicia Palmer and Rob Armstrong, Department of Planning Industry and 
Environment, South-east Region 
 
Threatened species staff from the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment (DPIE) have been assisting Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
(QPRC) and South-east Local Land Services (SELLS) to develop tools required to 
improve conservation of threatened flora and low-mobility fauna of road reserves 
and travelling stock reserves (TSRs) in the QPRC local government area. 
  
With a history of low-intensity grazing, and biodiversity values such as large 
remnants of intact native vegetation with high landscape connectivity, road 
reserves and TSRs are home to a suite of threatened flora, fauna and ecological 
communities.  
 
To support the ongoing management of these values, DPIE has provided 
information on the locations and management of threatened species in these 
areas guided by desktop review, consultation with threatened species experts and 
field assessment to create an informative spatial layer and associated technical 
report. This material outlines known locations of threatened flora and low-mobility 
fauna within road reserves and TSRs, along with species-specific 
recommendations for grazing, weed control, access and hygiene.  
 
The analysis ensures that these authorities are equipped to manage the areas 
with best management practice techniques for the species.  
 
Thirteen threatened flora and one threatened fauna species were identified to 
have important populations occurring within QPRC roadside and TSR boundaries. 
This list includes plants such as Araluen gum, black gum, Bombay bossiaea, 
buttercup doubletail, button wrinklewort, dense cord-rush, hoary sunray, monga 
tea-tree, mauve burr-daisy, Nerriga grevillea, pale golden moths orchid, pygmy 
cypress pine, silky swainson-pea and small purple-pea, along with the little whip 
snake. These findings highlight the significance of managing linear reserve 
systems for conservation and the important role that effective management of 
these environments could play in ensuring the survival of NSW threatened 
species. 
   
SELLS Local Area Manager, Mark Lettfuss, said that “the report and map provides 
a great resource to help us better manage our TSRs, by identifying where the 
threatened species are and enables us to implement best practice land 
management strategies and actions to protect threatened species and biodiversity 
values while also using the reserves for agricultural and other uses.”  
    
If you would like further information on this process please contact Alicia Palmer 
at alicia.palmer@environment.nsw.gov.au 
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