








There are a number of mineral projects I have had close association with in the region that have 
fallen through the cracks because no rail freight of product was available.

 

Listed below are the ones that needed rail to initialize development

 

Guyra Bauxite Deposit
This deposit was discovered in 2010 by Australian Bauxite Ltd (ABX). I was the senior Consultant 
on this project. 20 to 30 million tonnes of high-grade Gibbsite bauxite was defined in this deposit. 
The deposit is centered on the old Abattoir and actually sits about 200m east of the buildings and 
extends east to Falkner Rd and runs under the Highway to the Inverell Rd. This deposit would 
have been economic to develop if the rail to Armidale and onto Newcastle was opened. We lobbied 
Macquarie St and other NSW Govt authorities to assess upgrading the line but we were need with 
complete silence.

The deposit still exists and could be developed quickly by any new operator should the rail link be 
opened. The resource would probably put around 1 million tonnes to rail per year.

 

Tingha Bauxite Deposit
This deposit was also discovered by ABX in the same time period as Guyra. This deposit is around 
300 million Tonnes and contains high-grade Gibbsite/Maghaemite. The deposit is located around 
200m east of Inverell Airport extending east to the Old Mill township then north to Elsmore.

Once again ABX carried out the same lobbying in Macquarie St and received the same response. 
This project being of an order of magnitude larger would have put ~10 million tonnes per year onto 
the rail. This project like Guyra is still available for development for any new proponent who wishes 
to advance.

 

Ashford Coking Coal Project
This project has around 12 million tonnes of high0-grade coking coal and was mined to supply coal 
to the Ashford Power Station until 1988. I was the Project Manger for this mine and was 
responsible for operating the Coal Mine for the last 2 years of its life. I have been playing an 
integral part in having the remaining coal developed since 2005. This mine will go back into 
production in the next 2 years thanks to the Inland Rail. It would have been developed much 
sooner if the rail was open to Glen Innes and would have been mined much earlier if the rail line 
was not closed in the first place.

This project would have supplied ~1 million tonnes of freight to the rail network through Armidale if 
the Inland Rail had not been developed.

 

Hillgrove Gold/Antimony Mine
This project has Australia’s largest high-grade Antimony deposit. I managed the mine and the 
geology department during 1999 to 2005. This mine has been through a number of Pheonix like 
lives during the pat 150 years and will rise again as the price of gold and antimony are now at 
record highs and the supply of high-quality antimony is in short supply. Although not a supplier of 
ore for shipment to the rail system it would benefit from having consumables and equipment 
shipped to Armidale by a more affordable and less damaging freight method.



 

 

Other projects in development or having benefit of rail network

 

Taronga Tin Mine at Emmaville
This project is located at Emmaville (40km by road from Glen Innes) in final stages of development 
and is considered the Worlds Third Largest Hard Rock Tin Deposit. The project has over 100 
million tonnes of ore in-situ. I am presently the Senior Consultant Geologist and Exploration 
Manager. Although not shipping ore to market via rail it would benefit greatly from having 
consumables and equipment shipped to Glen Innes by rail and I know the Company has 
investigated this as an alternative to road freight.

 

Mingoola Limestone
This is large limestone supply operation west of Tenterfield which ships limestone production all 
through NSW and QLD by road which would benefit from having rail freight from Tenterfield to 
markets in NSW and potentially QLD.

 

There are a number of projects being explored from Uralla to Tenterfield and west to Inverell which 
if developed would benefit from having access to rail freight for ore and consumables if the the rail 
line was reinvigorated.

 




