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Stage 1 Procedure for Aboriginal cultural 

heritage consultation and investigation: 

Resource 3 

Aim 

The project manager (or their representative) must provide the information requested in this 

checklist to the regional Aboriginal cultural heritage adviser. This information will assist them in 

determining whether the project may affect Aboriginal cultural heritage in accordance with Stage 

1 of the procedure. 

Contact details for this project 

Name of project:  

New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements - Stage 1 

Project manager: 

Shubhangi Rampure, 0429 505 981, Shubhangi.Rampure@transport.nsw.gov.au  

Environmental officer undertaking/managing the environmental impact assessment: 

Kristen Taylor, 0467 812 504, Kristen.Taylor@transport.nsw.gov.au  

Corporate communications officer, if any 

[Insert name, work number, mobile number, email address] 

Date: 

mailto:Shubhangi.Rampure@transport.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Kristen.Taylor@transport.nsw.gov.au
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Executive summary 

Transport for NSW (Transport) has proposed to upgrade approximately 3.6 kilometres of The 

Driftway between Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road as part of the New Richmond Bridge 

and traffic improvements – Stage 1 The Driftway (the Project). Transport prepared The New 

Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements – Stage 1 - The Driftway Review of Environmental 

Factors (REF) (Transport 2021) in November of 2021, referred to in this report as the “Project 

REF”. A submissions report dated March 2022 was prepared to respond to submissions raised 

and the Project was determined to proceed in March 2022.  

Transport developed the detailed design, following the determination of Project REF. The 

detailed design process identified proposed modifications to meet design standards and Project 

objectives. This has required an Addendum REF (AREF) to be prepared to assess an potential 

impacts associated to the proposed modification.  

The key features of the proposed modification are listed below: 

• The implementation of an additional southbound lane on the Londonderry Road 

roundabout  

• Adjustment to the ancillary facility layout to avoid flood prone areas 

• Changes to the road network surrounding the Hawksbury Waste Management Facility 

(HWMF)  

• Addition of an additional maintenance access track entry point from Blacktown Road to 

replace the crossing over a tributary of Rickaby’s Creek 

• Reconfiguration of the intersection between Luxford Road and The Driftway  

• Design optimisation of swales, batters and safety barrier throughout the length of the 

Project REF and Addendum REF area. 

Therefore, this assessment has been prepared to assess any additional impacts associated to 

the above modifications in accordance with the Stage 1 PACHCI assessment guidelines, as 

outlined in the Road and Maritime Services (RMS) procedure for Aboriginal cultural heritage 

consultation and investigation (2011 20-24; 75-76). The assessment was used to determine if 

the project is likely to have a negative impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage.  

A desktop assessment has found five Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System 

(AHIMS) sites in the vicinity of the Proposal area. However, only two sites are within the 200 

metre buffer zone and no sites are located within the construction footprint. A review of the 

Native Title Register has identified zero additional claims applying to the Proposal area. There 

are no sandstone outcrops or Aboriginal art sites identified either inside, or in the vicinity the 

proposal area. Three items from the State Heritage Inventory (NSW) were identified within the 

vicinity of the Proposal area, however none of these items have known specific Aboriginal 

cultural heritage values, places or objects. 

In addition, previous activities along The Driftway have caused a marked amount of prior 

alteration, including the construction of road and rail corridors, cuttings and artificial 

embankments, which have also modified the course of several waterways. Land cropping and 

residential development has also resulted in disturbance throughout the area. 

Given the above factors and the absence of recorded Aboriginal sites and places within the 

construction footprint, the proposal, Stage 1 – The Driftway, is not expected to impact any 

Aboriginal heritage objects or places. Consequently, the Proposal is not anticipated to have any 

impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage values.  
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Although it is not anticipated that Aboriginal objects or sites will be encountered during ground 

disturbance works, mitigation measures have been recommended to manage potential impacts 

to unexpected finds.  
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1 Introduction  

1.1 Project background 

Transport for NSW (Transport) has proposed to upgrade approximately 3.6 kilometres of The 

Driftway between Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road as part of the New Richmond Bridge 

and traffic improvements – Stage 1 The Driftway (the Project). Transport prepared The New 

Richmond Bridge and traffic improvement – Stage 1 The Driftway Review of Environmental 

Factors (REF) (Transport 2021) in November of 2021, referred to in this report as the “Project 

REF”. A submissions report dated March 2022 was prepared to respond to submissions raised 

and the Project was determined to proceed in March 2022.  

Transport developed the detailed design, following the determination of Project REF. The 

detailed design process identified proposed modifications that were required to meet design 

standards and Project objectives. This has required an Addendum REF (AREF) to be prepared 

to assess an potential impacts associated to the proposed modification.  

The key features of the proposed modification is listed below: 

• The implementation of an additional southbound lane on the Londonderry Road 

roundabout  

• Adjustment to the ancillary facility layout to avoid flood prone areas 

• Changes to the road network surrounding the Hawksbury Waste Management Facility 

(HWMF)  

• Addition of an additional maintenance access track entry point from Blacktown Road to 

replace the crossing over a tributary of Rickaby’s Creek 

• Reconfiguration of the intersection between Luxford Road and The Driftway  

Design optimisation of swales, batters and safety barrier throughout the length of the Project 

REF and Addendum REF area. 

1.2 Purpose of this document 

The aim of a Stage 1 assessment is to prepare a desktop-level study to determine whether 

proposed modification is likely to have a negative impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage, and 

whether further assessment or investigation is required. 

1.3 Project site 

The location of the approved Project REF boundary and AREF boundary adjusted for the 

proposed modifications  are presented in Figure 1-1 to Figure 1-11. 
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Figure 1-1 Londonderry Road north intersection Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-2 Londonderry Road south intersection Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-3 Londonderry Road east of intersection Project boundary adjustment 
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Figure 1-4 The Driftway between Londonderry Road and Luxford Road Project boundary adjustment 
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Figure 1-5 The Driftway and Luxford Road Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-6 The Driftway east of Luxford Road Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-7 The Driftway west of ancillary facility Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-8 Ancillary facility Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-9 Reynolds Road Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-10 Blacktown Road Project boundary adjustments 
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Figure 1-11 Ancillary facility Project boundary adjustments 
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2 Proposal description 

2.1 Rationale 

Richmond Bridge is currently operating at capacity during morning and afternoon peak periods, 

resulting in congestion and increased travel times on the Richmond and North Richmond Road 

networks. Predicted population and traffic growth in the area will continue to exacerbate this 

problem and increase the risk of crashes. Local road networks, such as The Driftway, already 

have a poor safety record. From August 2015 to June 2020, 29 crashes occurred on The 

Driftway between the intersections of Londonderry Road and Blacktown Road.  

To reduce congestion between Richmond and North Richmond town centres, cater for future 

growth and improve connectivity and road safety, and improve travel times, TfNSW presented 

five route options to the community for feedback in late 2019. Each of the five route options 

included a new bridge over the Hawkesbury River to provide capacity for future traffic growth, 

long term traffic management, and various alignments to either upgrade through, or bypass 

Richmond and North Richmond town centres.  

In early 2020, four options were shortlisted for further assessment, with the option to upgrade 

through Richmond town centre removed due to community feedback. Each of the four 

shortlisted options was intended to provide improvements to The Driftway between Londonderry 

and Blacktown Roads as part of a Richmond town centre bypass route, resulting in increased 

traffic volumes on The Driftway. While traffic volumes would not be sufficient to require 

additional lanes on The Driftway, safety improvements such as pavement and intersection 

improvements would be necessary. 

 

2.2 Proposal description 

Key features of the Stage 1 proposal include: 

• Upgrade of the intersection of Londonderry Road / The Driftway to a roundabout  

• Upgrade of The Driftway intersections with Luxford Road and Reynolds Road to 

channelised right turn T-junctions 

• Realignment of 230 metres of The Driftway at its eastern extent to create a four-leg 

roundabout with Blacktown Road and Racecourse Road 

• A new 24 metre long bridge over a tributary of Rickabys Creek  

• A new 30 metre long retaining wall along the north western corner of Racecourse Road 

and Blacktown Road Pavement improvements to 3.6 kilometres of The Driftway, 

including widening both shoulders to 1.5 metres 

• Modifications to driveways and property adjustment works Removal of the redundant 

section of The Driftway and its intersection with Blacktown Road. Reshaping of this area 

for flood storage capacity 

• Drainage improvements along The Driftway Relocation and/or adjustments to public 

utilities and street lighting 

• Ancillary work including safety barriers, signage, line marking and environmental 

protection work 

• Landscaping and rehabilitation work  

• Temporary ancillary construction facility and laydown areas 
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3 Methodology  

This assessment has been prepared in accordance with the Stage 1 PACHCI assessment 

guidelines, as outlined in the Road and Maritime Services procedure for Aboriginal cultural 

heritage consultation and investigation (PACHI) (2011 20-24; 75-76).  

A desktop assessment has been undertaken using: 

● online geological databases 

● searches of Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) database  

● Native Title Register 

● Australian Heritage Database 

● State Heritage Inventory (NSW) 

● Relevant previous heritage assessments. 

Table  presents the Stage 1 – PACHI assessment checklist and the relevant status and location 

of the assessment information.  

Table 3-1 Stage 1 – PACHI assessment checklist 

Action  Status  Location  

Item 1 

Attach an overview of the project. The overview must 

include the known scope and extent of the proposed works; 

compound site requirements; access and movement of 

plant; re-location and/or provision of utilities; the location of 

noise walls, sedimentation basins, shared pathways, cycle 

ways, etc… 

 

Section 1 of 

this memo 

Item 2 

Attach a map/plan of the study area that clearly outlines the 

extent and scope of the project. The map/plan should also 

include topographical information where available. 

 

Figure 1-1 to 

Figure 1-11 in 

this memo 

Item 3 

If land acquisition is required, provide details about this.  
Section 3.6 of 

the AREF  

Item 4 

Attach a brief description of current and past land use, 

where known. For example, the study area land is currently 

used as a car park/road reserve/farming/etc. and was 

formally used for a car park/road reserve/farming/etc… 

 

Section 4.2 of 

this memo 

Item 5 

Describe the timeframe for the project along with key 

milestones and deliverables. 
 

Section 3.3 of 

the AREF 

Item 6 
 

Section 4.3 of 

this memo 
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Please attach the results of the Office of Environment and 

Heritage’s Aboriginal Heritage Information Management 

System (AHIMS) Basic Search - 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences/WhatInformat

ionCanYouObtainFromAHIMS.html 

If required, please include the results of an AHIMS 

Extensive Search. These results should be plotted on a 

map/plan covering the study area. 

Item 7 

Attach the results of the following heritage searches 

relevant to the study area:  

- Native Title Register search  

- State Heritage Inventory search  

- Australian Heritage Database search 

 

Section 4.4 of 

this memo 

Item 8  

Attach a copy of any heritage assessment (Aboriginal or 

non-Aboriginal) previously prepared for the study 

area/project? 

 

Can be found 

in Appendix G 

of the AREF. 

Item 9 

Attach a copy of any environmental impact assessment 

previously prepared for the study area/project? 
 

This report is 

an appendix of 

the Addendum 

Review of 

Environmental 

Factors  

 

 

  

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences/WhatInformationCanYouObtainFromAHIMS.htm
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/licences/WhatInformationCanYouObtainFromAHIMS.htm
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4 Existing Environment 

The aim of a Stage 1 assessment is to prepare a desktop-level study to determine whether 

works proposed by TfNSW are likely to have a negative impact Aboriginal cultural heritage, and 

whether further assessment or investigation is required. 

4.1 Landforms 

The Driftway soil landscape is comprised mostly of Berkshire Park soils with a smaller area of 

Agnes Banks sands northwest of the proposal area. Both soil landscapes are located south and 

west of the Richmond township. The alluvial Berkshire Park soil landscape is characterised by 

dissected, gently undulating low rises on the Tertiary terraces of the Hawkesbury/Nepean. 

Landforms include flat terraces dissected by small drainage channels and narrow drainage lines 

with exposed areas of underlying geology, due to erosion. These soils are derived from the 

underlying Tertiary geology and consist of a sandy loam to sandy clay loam with inclusions of 

silcrete boulders of up to 20 centimetres in size overlying sandy clay and clay. The soils have a 

high level of wind erosion when cleared of vegetation. Gully, sheet and rill erosion are all 

present in dissected areas. The Agnes Banks sands are an aeolian/alluvial deposit which 

overlie the Berkshire Park soils at Agnes Banks and at Pitt Town. The soils comprise strongly 

leached and deep acidic sandy soils overlying yellow sandy clays which form low parallel dunes 

on flat terrace surfaces. Local relief is approximately seven metres, formed mostly by gradual 

slopes. 

4.2 Brief Description of Past and Current Land Use 

Land use practices have had a variable impact on the landscape within the study area. Existing 

road and rail corridors have modified the landscape by creating cuttings and artificial 

embankments in addition to modifying the course of several waterways. A number of dams and 

drainage line modifications have been constructed throughout the area, altering the area’s 

hydrology and smaller-scale drainage patterns. Intensive cropping has taken place across the 

lower river terrace and vegetation clearance has contributed to the erosion of exposed soils 

along fence lines and infrastructure corridors. Ongoing rural and residential development has 

also contributed to ground disturbance. 

Description of previous disturbance with areas of modification  

A series of aerial photographs from 1947 to 1961 show that many areas now occupied 

vegetation had been cleared during that period and the preceding decades. The intersection of 

the Driftway with Londonderry Road had largely been cleared a significant distance from the 

road by 1954 and was interspersed with dirt roads and trails. The area also contained several 

structures near the roadway, adding to the degree of disturbance (Figure 4-1). 

As can be seen in Figure 4-2, the area surrounding and just south of the Blacktown Road 

intersection had also been cleared of most vegetation, up to the banks of Rickaby’s Creek. Later 

developments included a sealed road and bridge over the Rickaby’s creek crossing alongside 

the previous dirt road. The construction of the T-junction intersection of the Driftway with 

Blacktown Road in its current form also led to further disturbance in this area. 

The southern edge of the Driftway was also utilised as agricultural land before becoming 

residential, resulting in further disturbance (Figure 4-2). In addition, several aerials from this 

period also reveal the construction of terraces and trails to the north of the Driftway, indicating 

moderate to high levels of disturbance in the areas in close proximity to and within in the 

addendum REF Boundary (Figure 4-3). 
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Figure 4-1 Aerial photography taken 1954 of the intersection of The Driftway and 
Londonderry Road. 

 

Figure 4-2 Aerial photography taken in 1954 displaying the area that is now the 
intersection of the Driftway and Blacktown Road. 
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Figure 4-3 Aerial photography taken in 1961 to the north of the Driftway showing terraced 

and cleared areas. 

4.3 AHIMS Extensive Search, Maps, and Site Cards 

An extensive search of the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) 

database was undertaken on the 4th of July 2024.  These results are available in Appendix A 

AHIMS Search Resultsof this memo. 

This search identified five AHIMS sites in the proximity of the construction footprint. None of the 

sites were located within the construction footprint itself though two of these sites are located 

within 200m of the construction boundary. Previous records from transport NSW also place one 

site in the north-west within the 200m buffer zone but neither AHIMS or TFNSW data places any 

of the sites within the construction footprint. 

Site cards for each of the AHIMS sites are attached below.
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Figure 4-3 – Map of the proposed construction impact area with known Aboriginal heritage sites (extracted from the AHIMS database) in blue. 
Dotted red line denotes 200m buffer zone around the construction area. TfNSW records Aboriginal sites in locations marked in orange. All 
sites are outside the construction impact footprint. 
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Figure 4-4 - High resolution map displaying the locations of AHIMS sites in relation to the approved and addendum construction boundary 
(Part 1). 
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Figure 4-5 - High resolution map displaying the locations of AHIMS sites in relation to the approved and addendum construction boundary 
(Part 2). 
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Site Card for 45-5-0389 
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Site Card for 45-5-0390
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Site Card for 45-5-0391 
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Site Card for 45-5-3577 
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Site Card for 45-5-3578 
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4.4 Other Relevant Heritage Database Searches 

A review of additional heritage databases has been undertaken for the project. This includes the 

following: 

- Native Title Register search  

- Australian Heritage Database search 

- State Heritage Inventory search  

The results of these searches are outlined below. 

 

4.4.1 Native Title Register 

A review of the Native Title Register has identified zero additional claims within the Hawkesbury 

LGA, in which the project area is situated. There are also no active claims in the bordering 

LGAs of Blacktown, Hawkesbury, Liverpool, or Blue Mountains City Council as of the 21st of 

November 2023. 

 

4.4.2 Australian Heritage Database 

A review of the Australian Heritage Database search has identified that the proposed 

construction impact area borders and is located within the University of Western Sydney 

Hawkesbury Native Vegetation registered listing with Natural heritage values. Potential 

significance for this item can be found in the Register of the National Estate (Non-statutory 

archive) 1991.   

The construction area also borders the Castlereagh Jewel Beetle Habitat and Movement 

Corridor to the north of Driftway Road. The potential significance of this item is outlined in the 

Register of the National Estate (Non-statutory archive) 1995.  

These items are both listed in the Register of the National estate, a non-statutory archive. 

Neither were found to have any associated Aboriginal cultural heritage values. 

 

4.4.3 State Heritage Inventory (NSW) 

A review of the State Heritage Inventory has identified no items within the construction boundary 

of the proposed works, however there are three listed heritage items in the general vicinity of 

the proposed construction area. These are listed in the Penrith Local Environment Plan 2021 

(PLEP 2010): 

• Londonderry Cemetery (PLEP No.115) 

• Cottage (PLEP No.660) 

• Castlereagh Road (PLEP No.261) 

NSW State Heritage Inventory listing sheets for these items have been reviewed and they have 

been found to have no associated Aboriginal cultural heritage values. 
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4.5 Previous Assessments of Area 

4.5.1 Previous Heritage Assessments  

Richmond Bridge Duplication and traffic Improvements - Options Assessment Aboriginal 

Archaeological Report Stage 2 PACHCI (KNC 2021).  

The purpose of this assessment was to determine appropriate sites for future roadway planning 

in the Richmond area, including The Driftway. In total, this assessment identified several sites of 

varying heritage significance and made recommendations with the aim of minimising harm to 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage. However, none of these sites were located inside the boundary of 

The Driftway. The assessment recommended that works proceed, including in the areas 

surrounding the proposed Driftway upgrades. 

 

4.5.2 Previous Environmental Impact Assessments  

New Richmond Bridge and traffic improvements – Stage 1 The Driftway – Review of 

Environmental Factors | TfNSW 2021 (Jacobs Australia and Transport for NSW) 

In regard to Aboriginal cultural heritage, this assessment identified that the Proposal would be 

unlikely to cause a significant impact on the environment under NSW State legislation and that 

an Environment Impact Statement (EIS) would not be necessary. Similarly, this assessment 

found that the proposal is not likely to have a significant impact on MNES or the environment of 

Commonwealth land within the meaning of Environment protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999. A referral to the DAWE would not be required. 

No specific approvals relating to Aboriginal cultural heritage were identified. 
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5 Conclusion  

A Stage 1 PACHCI assessment was performed in accordance with the Road and Maritime 

Services (RMS) procedure for Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation and investigation (2011 

20-24; 75-76). The assessment was used to determine if the Proposal is likely to impact 

Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

The assessment found that: 

● Two AHIMS sites are located within 200 metres of the Proposal area (TfNSW also records 

one additional site in the North-Western end of the Driftway buffer zone within 200m of the 

construction area). 

● Zero additional claims are identified in the Native Title Register. 

● None of the three items listed in the State Heritage Inventory have Aboriginal Cultural 

heritage values, or include details of Aboriginal places or objects. 

● There is a low likelihood to uncover Aboriginal artifacts, as the Proposals area has prior 

ground disturbance and is not within the vicinity of landforms known to be associated with 

the potential to uncover Aboriginal objects or places. 

As such, it is not expected that the Proposal will impact any Aboriginal heritage objects or sites.  

Under guidelines, the project does not trigger stage 2 of the PACHCI process. 
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Appendix A AHIMS Search Results 
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