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1 Introduction 

1.1. Background 

The Rankin Park to Jesmond (RP2J) Bypass Project (the Project) involves the construction of 

3.4 kilometres of new four lane divided road between Lookout Road, New Lambton Heights 

and Newcastle Road, Jesmond (Figure 1-1). The Project is located in the Newcastle local 

government area, about 11 kilometres west of the Newcastle central business district and 

about 160 kilometres north of Sydney. Transport for NSW (Transport), formerly Roads and 

Maritime Services (RMS), is planning and delivering the Project.  

The Project has been assessed under both State and Federal planning approval pathways.  

The Project was declared by the NSW Minister for Planning to be State significant 

infrastructure (SSI) development under Schedule 5.1 of the State Environmental Planning 

Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 on 3 March 2015. The Project was assessed 

under Part 5.1 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) (EP&A Act).  

The Project staging report identified and defined the Project staging as construction or low 

impact work as shown in Table 1-2. This Construction Compliance Report is for Stage 4, 

construction of the main bypass. 

Matters of National Environmental Significance relevant to the Project comprise listed 

threatened species and communities (section 18 and 18A of the Environmental Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)) and wetlands of international importance 

(sections 16 and 17B of the EPBC Act). The Project was declared by the Federal Minister for 

the Environment and Energy to be a ‘controlled action’ under the EPBC Act on 15 October 

2015.  

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared for the Project to satisfy the 

environmental assessment requirements of Part 5.1 of the EP&A Act and Part 8 of the EPBC 

Act. A Submissions and Preferred Infrastructure Report (SPIR) was prepared to provide 

responses to issues raised during exhibition of the EIS, to propose Project design refinements 

and to provide revised environmental management measures for the Project and was 

submitted to the NSW Minister for Planning. Approval for the Project was granted by the NSW 

Minister for Planning on 15 February 2019 and by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, 

Environment and Water (DCCEEW) on 5 April 2019. 

In May 2021, Transport requested a modification to the planning approval to enable the use 

of additional construction compounds for the project. This modification was approved 7 

February 2022. As part of Stage 4 works Transport submitted a pre-construction compliance 

report in December 2022. The first Construction Compliance Report for the reporting period 

between 6 March 2023 and 6 August 2023 was submitted in September 2023. The second 

Construction Compliance Report for the reporting period between 7 August 2023 and 7 

January 2024 was submitted in February 2024.This compliance report is for the period 

between 8 January 2024 and 6 September 2024. 
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Figure 1-1 NICB project footprint
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The works described above do not conform with the definition of low impact works established 

in table 1 of the NSW approval instrument, and hence, Stage 4 work is considered as 

construction and triggers the need for this construction compliance report as per the CMRP.     

Documentation relevant to construction of the main works includes:  

• Newcastle Inner City Bypass – Rankin Park to Jesmond, Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) (Roads and Maritime, November 2016) 

• Newcastle Inner City Bypass – Rankin Park to Jesmond, Submissions and Preferred 

Infrastructure Report (SPIR) (Roads and Maritime, June 2018) 

• NSW Infrastructure Approval SSI-6888 (approved by the Minister for Planning on 15 

February 2019). Modified on 7 February 2022 

• EPBC Approval 2015/7550 (approved by the delegate for the Commonwealth Minister of 

Environment and Energy on 15 April 2019).  

Construction works within this reporting period included: 

• Ancillary facility operation 

• Minor ancillary facility establishment 

• Traffic staging and site access works 

• Out of hours works across the project 

• Fencing 

• Earthworks in all cuts and fills 

• Bridge works at the northern interchange, southern interchange and mainline 

• Permanent drainage works in all key drainage lines 

• Landscaping  

• Mine grouting 

• Dark Creek culvert works in the northern interchange  

• Fauna culvert and overpass works in the mainline 

• Maintenance of sediment basins and other erosion and sediment controls 

• Utilities investigation, relocation and installation 

• Blasting and crushing activities 

• Shotcrete stabilisation of coal seams 

• Residential Noise Treatment Works (works part of Stage 1) 

• Noise Wall installation 

• Sediment basins decommissioning  

• Hollywood Exhibition at Newcastle Museum. 
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Permanent landscape treatments 

 

 Drainage installation  

Fauna culvert installation  Cut 4 blasting 

Bridge 6 girder installation  Bridge 1 and cut 1 
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Cut 4 shotcrete 

 

Bridge 9 
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Figure 1-2a NICB progress - North 
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Figure 1-2b NICB progress - Central 
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Figure 1-2c NICB progress - South 
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2.2 Date of commencement of construction  

The date of commencement of Construction for Stage 4 of the Project was 6 March 2023.  

2.3 Compliance Monitoring 

2.3.1 Monitoring 

Monitoring has been undertaken during the reporting period in accordance with the approved 

Construction Monitoring Programs. The monitoring programs require annual reporting, the 

2023 annual report has been completed and will be provided during Q3 2024.  

Air quality monitoring was undertaken at the 4 locations shown in Error! Reference source 

not found. during the reporting period. The monitoring identified compliance with the criteria 

within the monitoring program. Surface and groundwater quality monitoring was undertaken 

at the locations shown in Error! Reference source not found.  below during the reporting 

period and generally identified compliance with the criteria within the monitoring program. 

Two exceedances of pH have been recorded in surface water monitoring during the reporting 

period. Both exceedances, sampled from within the same creek line, were below 1 pH unit 

and with a highly disturbed, urbanised catchment. 

Noise monitoring was undertaken at the locations shown in Figure 2-3 during the reporting 

period and identified compliance with the levels identified in the Noise and Vibration 

Monitoring Plan and criteria within the monitoring program. 

Flora and Fauna monitoring was undertaken at the locations outlined in the Flora and Fauna 

Construction Monitoring Plan during the reporting period. There were no issues to raise from 

the monitoring to date.  

Vibration and airblast overpressure monitoring was carried out for the six blasts undertaken 

from April to June 2024 as part of the project blasting program. All blast monitoring data 

showed results were below criteria outlined in CoA E46 and E47 and the approved Blast 

Management Strategy.
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Figure 2-1 RP2J Air Monitoring Locations



12 NICB RP2J  
Construction Compliance Report #3 
October 2024    Version 1      
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED   
 

 

Figure 2-2 NICB Surface and groundwater Monitoring Locations
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Figure 2-3 NICB noise monitoring locations  
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2.4 Inspections 

Environmental and sustainability inspections are undertaken regularly on the project to assist 

in the early identification and prompt rectification of issues, the following inspections were 

undertaken during the reporting period: 

• 105 internal inspections 

• 10 Soil conservationist inspections 

• 7 ERG inspections 

• 7 ER/Client inspections (in addition to ERG inspections) 

3 Non-compliances 

There was 3 non-compliance identified during this Stage 4 construction compliance reporting 

period. This included a notification to relevant authorities following heavy vehicles utilising an 

unapproved local road in January 2024 and a crane (heavy vehicle) using the same road in 

May 2024. During the independent environmental audit for this period, it was identified that 

the use of a local road (Dent Street, New Lambton) had been used without the submission of 

a road dilapidation report to the road authority. 

 

4 Other reporting  

4.1 Construction compliance report 

Two construction compliance reports have been previously completed for Stage 4. 

4.2 Independent audit report 

One independent audit was completed during the compliance reporting period. 

5 Incidents 
Further to any incident reporting requirements under Transport’s Environmental Incident 

Procedure, Condition A37 requires environmental incidents that cause or threaten to cause 

material harm and which may or may not be or cause a non-compliance to be immediately 

reported to the Planning Secretary. Subsequent notification is then required in accordance 

with Condition A38 and Appendix B of the Ministers approval.  

During this reporting period, CCR3, one potential material harm incident was reported for 

issuance of a Prevention Notice from NSW EPA on19/04/2024. During a rainfall event on 

05/04/2024, sediment laden water was alleged to be discharging from the premises and 

samples collected by NSW EPA officers. The prevention notice issued to Fulton Hogan 

Construction (FHC) stated that soil and water management within the area of Cut 5 was 

carried out in an environmentally unsatisfactory matter. The notice directed FHC to engage a 

Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC) to inspect and develop a 

soil and water management plan for the catchment and for FHC to implement all controls as 

recommended by the CPESC. FHC carried out actions a directed by the CPESC and have 

continued to manage the area in line with the SWMP, including regular inspections by a 

CPESC. On 12/08/2024, FHC received an Advisory Letter form NSW EPA notifying no 

further action will be taken. 
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7.1 Environmental Representative Approvals 

During the reporting period, correspondence with the environmental representative includes 

the following: 

February 

• Construction Compliance Report #2: review and endorse 

• Compliance Monitoring Program Rev 3: review 

• Updated Traffic and Transport Construction Environmental Management Sub Plan: 

review 

• Post approval tracking register – January 2024: review 

• Monthly newsletter and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices/ out of hours updates: review 

• ERG monthly inspection and meeting No.16 – Tuesday 6 February: agenda and minutes. 

March 

• Updated Traffic and Transport Construction Environmental Management Sub Plan: 

review and endorse 

• Compliance Monitoring Program Rev 3: review and endorse 

• Consistency Assessment – Bridge 9: review 

• Consistency Assessment – Signage Traffic Line Marking and Carparking: review                                                      

• Post approval tracking register – February 2024: review 

• Monthly newsletter, blasting notification and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices/ out of hours updates: review 

• ERG Monthly inspection and meeting No.17 – Tuesday 5 March: agenda and minutes. 

April 

• Incident notification pursuant to MCoA 37: rainfall event 

• Updated Traffic and Transport Construction Environmental Management Sub Plan: 

review 

• Consistency Assessment – Bridge 9: review 

• Post approval tracking register – March 2024: review 

• Monthly newsletter and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices / out of hours Updates: review 

• ERG monthly inspection and meeting No.18 – Tuesday 9 April: agenda and minutes. 

May 

• A38 30 Day Report – Prevention notice and rainfall event: review 

• E63 Traffic and Pedestrian Impact Assessment and Dilapidation Report, Marshall Street: 

review 

• Blast Management Strategy Rev 5: review 

• Post approval tracking register – April 2024: review 
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• Monthly newsletter and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices / out of hours updates: review 

• ERG monthly inspection and meeting No.19 – Tuesday 7 May: agenda and minutes. 

June 

• Victory Parade Non-Compliance – truck parking: review 

• Traffic and Transport Management Plan (Rev 9): review 

• Cut 5 (East) Progressive ESCPs: review 

• All sites progressive ESCPs: review 

• Post approval tracking register – May 2024: review 

• Monthly newsletter and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices / out of hours updates: review 

• ERG monthly inspection and meeting No.20 – Tuesday 4 June: agenda and minutes. 

July 

• Site environmental events: review 

• Traffic and Transport Management Plan (Rev 9): review and endorse 

• All sites progressive ESCPs: review 

• Post approval tracking register – June 2024: review 

• Monthly newsletter and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices / out of hours updates: review 

• ERG monthly inspection and meeting No.21 – Tuesday 2 July: agenda and minutes. 

August 

• August: site environmental events: review 

• Fulton Hogan CEMP review: review 

• Post approval tracking register – July 2024: review 

• Newcastle Museum Hollywood exhibition: attendance 

• Monthly newsletter and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices / out of hours updates: review 

• ERG monthly inspection and meeting No.22 – Tuesday 6 August: agenda and minutes. 

September 

• Surface and Groundwater Monitoring Program update (Rev H): review and endorse 

• September: site environmental events: review 

• CEMP Review and Update: review and approve (minor) 

• Post approval tracking register – August 2024: review 

• Monthly newsletter and three month look ahead: review 

• Community notices / out of hours updates: review 



17 NICB RP2J  
Construction Compliance Report #3 
October 2024    Version 1      
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED   

• ERG monthly inspection and meeting No.23 – Tuesday 3 September: agenda and 

minutes. 

7.2 Environmental Representative Environmental Review Group 

Meetings and Inspections 

Environmental Review Group meetings and inspections occur monthly with the following 

being undertaken during the reporting period: 

ERG Meetings and Inspections 

6 February, 5 March, 9 April, 7 May, 4 June, 2 July, 6 August and 3 September 2024 

ER Fortnightly Inspections 

23 January, 21 February, 20 March, 23 April, 21 May, 18 June, 17 July, 19 August 2024 

All matters raised in the inspections have been closed out.  

 

8 Declaration 
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Appendix C. Engagement activities  



Event
Details Community Engagement Date

1
Fulton Hogan back to 

work

Whole site attended a back to work  - soft start.

Approximately 120 people attended a function room 

at the McDonald Stadium for a presentation on 

return to work for 2024.

9/01/2024

2

HNELHD + Fulton 

Hogan Regeneration 

Working Bee

Community Working Bee at the Hunter Region 

Bicentenary in collaboration with the John 

Hunter Hospital (JHH), Fulton Hogan to assist in 

bringing the “Yallarwah Place” back to its former 

glory, for JHH staff and visitors to utilise during 

their work day.

Fulton Hogan staff attended the event to work with 

JHH staff clearing weeds, planting trees, shrubs and 

placing mulch. Fulton Hogan purchased the 

trees/shrubs from Trees in Newcastle who had 

collected the 

24/01/2024

3

HNELHD + Fulton 

Hogan Regeneration 

Opening

Reopening of Yallarwah Walk following the 

rework and replanting of the area.
“Yallarwah Place” is located within the grounds of 

the JHH, the monument commemorates the 

Aboriginal people, European settles and convicts 

who lived and died in the Hunter Region of New 

South Wales. It is believed to be the nation’s first 

unified Indigenous/non-Indigenous monument and 

commemorates the bicentenary of European 

settlement in the Hunter Region 1797 – 1997.

20/02/2024

4 Community Pop Up

In the foyer of the John Hunter Hospital

The pop up was advertised internally of the John 

Hunter Hospital. TfNSW and FH attended and set 

up a table with maps, photos, notifications, and 

information about the upcoming low level controlled 

blasting.

22/02/2024

5

Site visit - x-surveyor 

of the Inner City 

Bypass

X-surveyor attended site for visit

Alan Pearson a 96yo surveyor, who worked on the 

ICB project as his first job in 1946. Picked up Alan 

from his retirement village, drove to site. Completed 

a visitor induction. Met two RP2J surveyors, drove 

through 3.8km site alignment showing points of 

interest. Showed technology now used in surveying, 

drove Alan back to his retirement village.

6/03/2024

ENGAGEMENT REGISTER - RP2J



6
Clontarf Employment 

Forum

Clontarf held a Employment Forum at Newcastle 

University.

Inviting alliance companies to attend, in a round 

robin scenario with all companies in attendance and 

all students. RP2J attended and discussed job roles 

in construction, and opportunities for traineeships 

within Fulton Hogan and the RP2J project.

12/03/2024

7 Clontarf mud run

Clontarf held a Mud Run activity to allow for the 

students to work as a team with companies who 

are in alliance with Clontarf. 

The opportunity gave Clontarf students and RP2J 

staff to work and interact together  

13/03/2024

8
Low impact controlled 

blasting

Production low impact controlled blasting 1- 6 Key stakeholders informed early of the blasting, and 

individual slip notes provided through door knocks 

and letterboxed to properties within close proximity 

of the blasting 2 days out to remind them.

3/4/2024

12/4/2024

24/4/2024

17/05/2024

28/05/2024

13/06/2024

9 Reconciliation week

Reconciliation week - 27/05/24 to 3/6/2024 David Newham from Indymara Cultural Group 

attended and held a cultural yarn about what 

Reconciliation means to him. Discussed the 

vegetation removal from RP2J and brought back 

wood/bark from his gatherings on site and held a 

smoking ceremony. It was a full circle for the 

vegetation.

3/06/2024

10 Super T Girder lift 

Media Event - Super T Girders Media event held near Robert Street, with Regional 

Director North Transport for NSW attending Anna 

Zycki. Media: ABC, Newcastle Herald, NewFM, NBN

28/06/2024

11 Solider On

Fulton Hogan working with Solider On - careers 

evening

Solider On put on an evening for military staff 

leaving the military or who have already left, in aid of 

helping them find employment in different industries.

19/06/2024



12
HunterWISE HSCPA 

School site visit

20 Year 8 students to attend for a site visit, and 

talk about careers in construction.

The year 8 females students attended, and a 

presentation was given on the project, the students 

attended a construction site visit and then spoke to 

8 female staff currently working on the RP2J project 

in varying jobs, talking about their careers in 

construction.

27/08/2024

13
Threatened Species 

Month (September)

Bake off - 2nd week of September - have to 

bake something that looks like a threatened 

species

Multiple staff baked their endangered species, and 

went into the judging table with a Squirrel Glider 

cake taking out the winning position.

1/09/2024




