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of impact upon fish, aquatic invertebrates or marine vegetation) 

DoEE 
Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Energy 
administering the EPBC Act, and includes the Minister for the DoEE. 

DPE NSW Department of Planning and Environment 

EIS 

The Environmental Impact Statement submitted to the Planning 
Secretary seeking approval to carry out the development described in 
it, as revised if required by the Planning Secretary under the EP&A Act, 
and including any additional information provided by the Proponent in 
support of the application for approval of the project 

Environmental 
Representative 
(ER) 

A suitably qualified and experienced person independent of project 
design and construction personnel employed for the duration of 
Construction. The principal point of advice in relation to all questions 
and complaints concerning environmental performance 

EP&A Act NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

EPBC Act Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 

Planning 
Secretary 

Planning Secretary of the NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment (or nominee, whether nominated before or after the date 
on which the Project Approval was granted) 

PCCR Pre-construction Compliance Report 

Project, the Rankin Park to Jesmond Bypass 

Project Approval The Infrastructure Approval for Newcastle Inner City Bypass, Rankin 
Park to Jesmond, issued by the New South Wales Government on 
15 February 2019 

RP2J Rankin Park to Jesmond Bypass 

SPB Shared Path Bridge (Bridge 7) 

SPIR 
Submissions and Preferred Infrastructure Report submitted to the 
Planning Secretary of the DPE under the EP&A Act 

SSI State Significant Infrastructure 

Works 

All physical activities to construct or facilitate the construction of the 
SSI, including environmental management measures and utility works. 
however, does not include work that informs or enables the detailed 
design of the SSI and generates noise that is no more than 5 dB(A) 
above the rating background level at any residence 
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1 Introduction 
1.1. Background 

The Rankin Park to Jesmond (RP2J) Bypass Project (the Project) involves the construction of 
3.4 kilometres of new four lane divided road between Lookout Road, New Lambton Heights 
and Newcastle Road, Jesmond (Figure 1-1). The Project is located in the Newcastle local 
government area, about 11 kilometres west of the Newcastle central business district and 
about 160 kilometres north of Sydney. Transport for NSW (Transport), formerly Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS), is planning and delivering the Project. 

The Project has been assessed under both State and Federal planning approval pathways. 
The Project was declared by the NSW Minister for Planning to be State significant 
infrastructure (SSI) development under Schedule 5.1 of the State Environmental Planning 
Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 on 3 March 2015. The Project was assessed 
under Part 5.1 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) (EP&A Act). 

The Project staging report identified and defined the Project staging as construction or low 
impact work as shown in Table 1-2. This Construction Compliance Report is for Stage 4, 
construction of the main bypass. 

Matters of National Environmental Significance relevant to the Project comprise listed 
threatened species and communities (section 18 and 18A of the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)) and wetlands of international importance 
(sections 16 and 17B of the EPBC Act). The Project was declared by the Federal Minister for 
the Environment and Energy to be a ‘controlled action’ under the EPBC Act on 15 October 
2015. 

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared for the Project to satisfy the 
environmental assessment requirements of Part 5.1 of the EP&A Act and Part 8 of the EPBC 
Act. A Submissions and Preferred Infrastructure Report (SPIR) was prepared to provide 
responses to issues raised during exhibition of the EIS, to propose Project design refinements 
and to provide revised environmental management measures for the Project and was 
submitted to the NSW Minister for Planning. Approval for the Project was granted by the NSW 
Minister for Planning on 15 February 2019 and by the Commonwealth Department of the 
Environment and Energy (DoEE) on 5 April 2019. 

In May 2021, TfNSW requested a modification to the planning approval to enable the use of 
additional construction compounds for the project. This modification was approved 7 
February 2022. Additionally, as part of Stage 2 works Transport submitted a pre-construction 
compliance report in December 2022. This compliance report is for the period between 
March 6 2023 and August 6 2023. 
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   Figure 1-1 NICB project footprint 
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 Pedestrian and cycling facilities (excluding those constructed previously in Stages 2 
and 3 of the project) 

 Noise barriers and/or architectural treatment (excluding noise treatments installed 
during Stage 1 work), as required 

 Permanent operational water quality treatment measures 

 Establishment and use of Ancillary Facilities F, C and Lookout Road. Facility F was 
established for Stage 3 and has be also used during Stage 4. 

Construction of Stage 4 of the Project will be considered complete when all Construction work 
and activities have been carried out as described in the EIS, including amendments resulting 
from the SPIR and approved modification, and all conditions of the Project Approval applicable 
to Stage 4 have been met. 

5 NICB RP2J 
Construction Compliance Report #1 
September 2023 Version 1 
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED 



 
 

     
    

          
  

 

 

        
             

             

        

        
     

          
        

     
    

    
       

 

          
  

  

   

     

  

      

  

     

  

    

      

        

        

    

 

  

The works described above do not conform with the definition of low impact works established 
in table 1 of the NSW approval instrument, and hence, Stage 4 work is considered as 
construction and triggers the need for this construction compliance report as per the CMRP. 

Documentation relevant to construction of the main works includes: 

• Newcastle Inner City Bypass – Rankin Park to Jesmond, Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) (Roads and Maritime, November 2016). 

• Newcastle Inner City Bypass – Rankin Park to Jesmond, Submissions and Preferred 
Infrastructure Report (SPIR) (Roads and Maritime, June 2018). 

• NSW Infrastructure Approval SSI-6888 (approved by the Minister for Planning on 15 
February 2019). Modified on 7 February 2022. 

• EPBC Approval 2015/7550 (approved by the delegate for the Commonwealth Minister 
of Environment and Energy on 15 April 2019). 

Works within this reporting period included commencement of construction for this stage. 
Works included: 

- Ancillary facility establishment 

- Hollywood archaeological salvage 

- Implementation of Replacement Habitat Strategy 

- Traffic staging and site access works 

- Out of hours works across the project 

- Clearing and grubbing 

- Salvage of timber for beneficial reuse by Local Land Services 

- Fencing 

- Earthworks in all cuts and fills 

- Bridge works at the northern interchange 

- Drainage works in all key drainage lines 

- Construction of sediment basins and other erosion and sediment controls 

- Utilities investigation, relocation and installation. 
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Powerful Owl – Southern Section Installation of Hollow-hog 

Deliniation of HBT Hollywood Archaeological salvage 

7 NICB RP2J 
Construction Compliance Report #1 
September 2023 Version 1 
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED 



    
    

          
  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

Clearing – cut 5 

2-stage clearing 

Temporary sediment basin construction 

Diversion drainage during clearing 

Southern Interchange – Fill 1 
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      Figure 1-2a NICB progress - North 
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Figure 1-2b NICB progress - Central 
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Figure 1-2c NICB progress - South 
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Non-compliant Has identified a non-compliance with one or more elements of the 
requirement. 

Not triggered A requirement has an activation or timing trigger that has not been 
met at the phase of the development when the compliance 
assessment is undertaken, therefore an assessment of compliance 
is not relevant. 

2.2 Date of commencement of construction 

The date of commencement of Construction for Stage 4 of the Project is 6/3/2023. 

2.3 Compliance Monitoring 

2.3.1 Monitoring 
Monitoring has been undertaken during the reporting period in accordance with the 
approved Construction Monitoring Programs. The monitoring programs require 
annual reporting which will be undertaken and initially provided during Q2 2024. 

Air quality monitoring was undertaken at the locations below during the reporting 
period and identified compliance with the criteria within the monitoring program. 

Figure 2-1 NICB Air Monitoring Locations 

Water quality monitoring was undertaken at the locations below during the reporting 
period and generally identified compliance with the criteria within the monitoring 
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program. Some exceedances were noted however were not attributable to the 
project. 

Figure 2-2 NICB Surface Water Monitoring Locations 
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Figure 2-3 NICB Ground Water Monitoring Locations 

Noise monitoring was undertaken at the locations below during the reporting period 
and identified compliance with the levels identified in the NVMP and criteria within the 
monitoring program. 
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Figure 2-4 NICB Noise Monitoring Locations 

Flora and Fauna monitoring was undertaken at the locations outlined in the FFCMP 
during the reporting period. There were no issues to raise from the monitoring to date, 
it was noted that during August that Powerful Owl were observed during night 
monitoring adjacent to the project. 

2.3.2 Inspections 
Environmental and sustainability inspections are undertaken regularly on the project 
to assist in the early identification and prompt rectification of issues, the following 
inspections were undertaken during the reporting period: 

- 63 internal inspections 
- 9 Soil conservationist inspections 
- 6 ERG inspections 
- 5 ER/Client inspections (in addition to ERG inspections) 
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3 Non-compliances 
Zero Non-compliances were identified during the Stage 4 construction period to date. 

4 Previous report actions 
4.1 Construction compliance report 

No compliance reports have currently been completed for Stage 4. 

4.2 Independent audit report 

One independent audit has been undertaken for Stage 4 with the audit report submitted to 
the Planning Secretary on 19/07/2023. Zero non-compliances were identified, approved on 
15/08/2023. Two site condition observations were identified and rectified. 

5 Incidents 
Environmental incidents are managed in accordance with Transports Environmental Incident 
Procedure (Transport 2021). The Procedure sets out internal only reporting processes for 
environmental events and the additional process for ‘notifiable events’, which are 
environmental incidents that must be reported externally. This procedure is in addition to the 
Projects requirements under Condition A37 and includes environmental events that do not 
trigger reporting requirements under Project Approval. There were zero environmental 
events during the Stage 4 pre-construction period classified under Transports Environmental 
Incident Procedure. 

Further to any incident reporting requirements under Transports Environmental Incident 
Procedure, Condition A37 requires environmental incidents that cause or threaten to cause 
material harm and which may or may not be or cause a noncompliance to be immediately 
reported to the Planning Secretary. Subsequent notification is then required in accordance 
with Condition A38 and Appendix A of the Ministers approval. During the Stage 4 
construction period #1, one incident involving a diesel spill was reported in accordance with 
Condition A37 during the reporting period. Notification of this incident occurred on 14-15/6/23 
with submissions in accordance with A38 occurring on 16/06/23 & 10/08/23. A precautionary 
notification was also undertaken on 14 April 2023 relating to EPA issuing prevention notice 
with subsequent information provided in May 2023. 

6 Community and Stakeholders 
6.1 Complaints 

A total of 41 complaints have been received during the reporting period. A summary of 
complaints by category is provided below in Table 6-1, note that some complaints related to 
more than one category and are therefore counted in each category. 
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 Community Involvement Plan: Review 

 Sustainability Strategy: Review 

May 

 Community Involvement Plan: Review 

 Independent Environmental Audit: Provision of information and interview 

 Minor Ancillary Facility Checklist: Review 

 TfNSW MCoA A38 Report: Review 

June 

 EPL OOHW (Long term) Community Agreement Forms: Review. 

 Independent Environmental Audit: Provision of information and interview. 

 Minor Ancillary Facility Checklist: Review and approve. 

 TfNSW MCoA A38 Report (Moxy Incident): Review. 

July 

 Upcoming OOHW Notifications: Review 

 Independent Environmental Audit report (July 2023): Review 

 Post Approval Tracking Register: Review 

 Surface and Groundwater Quality Monitoring Program minor update: Advice 

August 

 Surface and Groundwater Quality Monitoring Program minor update: Review and 
approve 

 Operational At Property Treatments Delay Report (E40): Review and Approve 

 Construction Compliance Report No. 1: Review 

 Consistency Assessment Clearing Extension: Review 

 Minor Ancillary Facility Assessment: Review 

7.2 Environmental Representative Environmental Review Group 
Meetings and Inspections 

Environmental Review Group meetings and inspections occur monthly with the following 
being undertaken during the reporting period: 

ERG Meetings and Inspections 

■ 7 March, 4 April, 2 May, 6 June, 4 July, 1 August 

ER Fortnightly Inspections 
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■ 15 March, 19 April, 17 May, 22 June, 19 July, 16 August 

All matters raised in the inspections have been closed out. 

8 Declaration 
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