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 sees the design of green infrastructure (open space, urban tree canopy and blue and green grid 
elements) as fundamental to the definition of place. Recognising the significance, complexity and long-term 
timeframe of road infrastructure, the public realm needs to be designed and implemented in a coherent and 
effective manner that is integrated as part of precinct wide green initiatives. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

• believes it is important to have a robust Act that supports freight, the economy, defence, medical 
and emergency support for all, social connections recreational access to National Parks and 
provision of vital fire and flood resilient roads, particularly in regional areas where populations are 
widely spread unlike the major cities. 

Our members provide consultancy services or are engaged in decision making processes at State and Local 
Government level with road infrastructure and the public realm across all stages of planning and 
implementation.  

• The Act should be updated to reflect and support the growing needs of Public Transport, Active 
Transport and community activation on our urban transit roads and streets and also the provision of 
cycle corridors, regional scale public space, landscaped corridors and a connection to Country on 
our more major roads and highways serving Australia as a whole. 

The importance of understanding the role and context as local spaces 

The NSW Government’s densification of Sydney with Transit Oriented development (TOD) and Low and Mid-
Rise Housing (LMR) Policies requires a corresponding approach to our roads network to cater for the increase 
in population.  

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) Beyond the Pavement 2023 Urban design policy, procedures and principles for 
roads and waterways projects and its principles and case studies should be a guide to this revision of the Act 
and it forms the contextual basis for the design of roads. In addition. The Movement and Place Framework 
which outlines the principles of “taking a Movement and Place approach” in the context of existing planning 
and assessment processes.  The recent Design of Roads and Streets (DORAS) manual assists with the design 
and improving our public realm with twenty-two (22) road and street typologies to achieve the ‘right road for 
the right place.' The guide is practical with solutions and clear examples of road and street design solutions 
and supports TfNSW projects on state and non-state roads and Council projects on non-state roads. 
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Local Government initiatives  

Climate mitigation initiatives that refine the approach to road safety and speed along our roads should be 
reflected in the Roads Act. Blacktown City Council (BCC) researched the Risk of NOT planting trees along 
our streets through challenging traditional street tree guidelines which highlight the safety risk to errant 
vehicles of large shade trees along roads. BCC partnered with a range of research organisations to highlight 
the risks of roads without trees to physical and mental health, as well as to the environment, infrastructure 
and the economy. This innovative research project led to changes in Council’s policy position, an increase in 
canopy cover, resulting in a more resilient and safer urban environment. A summary is appended. 

This research has received national and international recognition and is being adopted by other councils.  

CONCLUSION 

appreciates the opportunity to comment on the review of the Roads Act. We welcome the opportunity 
for continued consultation and offer the Institute’s support to achieve functional and high-quality outcomes 
for NSW.   

Sincerely yours, 

 
 

 

 

  










